FROM THE CURATE
Our lives are filled with endings and new beginnings. Think about leaving nursery and starting school, or moving up from cubs to scouts or from brownies to guides. Such transitions can be difficult. It’s a nasty moment when you move from being top dog in primary school, one of the ’big ones’,  to being an itsy-bitsy first year, at the bottom of the pile at the high school. 

Yet this is the pattern of life and we find that:

with each leaving there is another arriving

with each finishing there another starting

with each parting there is another greeting

and although we might look back - when we turn around again we’re facing a new direction.

And as you know I’m facing a new direction. At the end of the month Ray and I are moving to Leicestershire and on December 9th I will be installed as rector of the parish of Hugglescote with Donnington, Ellistown and Snibston.  Who could resist the name? What a great title to have on a calling card! 
Just to tell you a little about the parish. It is situated on the coalfields of Leicester and these little communities were once mining villages. However lots of building has taken place, today there are several new estates in the parish and people largely commute to work.

The parish is in an area known as the National Forest which is currently being reforested and just down the road is Charnwood Forest which has Beacon Hill and Bardon Hill and areas of rocky heathland and woodland.  Good dog walking country!

There are three churches. The main church is in Hugglescote. Like the church in Claines it is dedicated to St. John the Baptist. It is Victorian and was built in 1878 from local stone from Bardon quarry which is still supplying granite around the country today. It’s a substantial building, used by community groups as well as the church because of it’s size and good acoustics. The rectory is next door.

The second church is St. Christopher’s in Ellistown which is a redbrick church built in the first world war from locally made bricks and the third church is a tiny chapel on a farm called St. Mary’s where there is a service once a month.

I will be busy! But as well as looking forward to what lies ahead I’ve also been spending the last few weeks visiting and saying goodbye to the friends I have made in Claines.

I have enjoyed my curacy in Claines immensely. I’ve had lots of opportunities and experienced a wide variety of parish work. Highlights for me include being involved with the !050th celebrations last year, Palm Sunday processions with the donkey, singing evensong on winter evenings, causing chaos with the children in all age services, doing action songs with the toddlers at Little Fish Club. 

Most importantly I have appreciated being welcomed into peoples’ lives and homes, on happy occasions and on sad ones. The thing that I will miss most about Claines is the people and I want to thank you all for making the last three and a half years such a good time for me.

From old to new. This is the pattern of our lives. It is also the pattern of our faith. God says ‘Behold I am doing a new thing.’ Death gives way to resurrection. There is always a new beginning. As Ray and I embark on our new beginning please hold us in your prayers . Please pray as well for the parish where I am going to work. It will be a new beginning for them too. 
Olwen
	Rev. Stephen Agnew

The Vicarage

Claines Lane

WORCESTER WR3 7RN

Tel: 754772

e.mail:  revsmagnew@yahoo.com
	


Parish Registers

Holy Baptism

14th September
Alice Elizabeth Marsh

14th September
Joshua Michael Morgan

14th September
Finlay Antony Clements

28th September
Jay Richard Christopher Ingram

28th September
Hayden Barnes

28th September
Samuel Jacob Potlethwaite

28th September
Molly Olivia Postlethwaite

28th September
Addyson Lokyee Weyman

12th October
Isabella Katherine Coventry

CHRISTIAN BURIAL AND CREMATION

22nd September
Joyce Aldridge aged 85 years

24th September
Yvonne Mabel Smith aged 85 years

29th September
Alice Bridget Bradley aged 91 years

  2nd October
Marshall Benjamin Boshell aged 7 days

  6th October
Lee Charles McNally aged 33 years

  9th October
Maddison Williams aged 11 days

  9th October
Joan Williamson aged 90 years

10th October
Stanley Eades aged 87 years

PARISH CALENDAR –  November
Sunday
  
  2nd       
All Saints’ Sunday 




  8.00am  Holy Communion




11.00am  Eucharist & Sunday School 




  6.30pm  Memorial Service for the departed

Monday

  3rd 
  4.30pm  Meeting of North Worcester Churches




  7.30pm  Meeting of the Church Events Committee

Tuesday
  
  4th   
  5.00pm  Evening Prayer


Thursday
  6th  
10.30am  Holy Communion




  7.30pm  Diocesan Synod meet

Friday

  7th 
  6.00pm  Choir club & rehearsal




  8.00pm  Remembrance Service at Fernhill Heath

Saturday
  8th 
  Firework display at Claines School


Sunday

    9th 
Remembrance Sunday




  8.00am  Holy Communion




10.40am  Laying of Wreaths    




11.00am  Remembrance Service




  6.30pm  Evensong

Monday

10th 
  7.30pm  Deanery Synod meet

Tuesday

11th 
  5.00pm  Evening Prayer  





  7.30pm  PCC meet

Thursday
13th 
10.30am  Holy Communion  




  7.30pm  Deanery Eucharist

Friday

14th 
  6.30pm  Combined Choir rehearsal

Sunday

16th   
Second Sunday before Advent




  8.00am  Holy Communion




11.00am  Eucharist & Sunday School




  3.30pm  Tea Party in the Institute




  6.30pm  Evensong

Tuesday

18th    
  5.00pm  Evening Prayer


Thursday
20th   
10.30am  Holy Communion

Friday

21st 
  6.00pm  Choir Club & Practice

Saturday
22nd 
  1.00pm  Wedding


Sunday 

23rd     
Christ the King  




  8.00am  Holy Communion




11.00am  Eucharist & Sunday School 

  3.00pm  Holy Baptism
  




  6.30pm  Evensong 

Tuesday

25th 
  5.00pm  Evening Prayer


  

Thursday
27th 
10.30am  Holy Communion

Friday

28th 
  6.00pm
  Choir Club & Practice




  6.30pm  MUGgle Choir Rehearsal

Sunday

30th 
ADVENT SUNDAY




  8.00am  Holy Communion




11.00am  Matins & Sunday School




  6.30pm  United Service for Advent

CHURCHWARDENS

John Dorrell, 3 Thistle Close, Claines, Worcester WR3 7LW Tel: 458855

Sylvia Duggan, 1 Courtland Close, Worcester WR3 7RB Tel: 453743 

MAGAZINE ARTICLES
Please let me have articles by 7th of the month prior to publication. Editor: Stephen Taylor, The Crest, 257 Droitwich Road, Fernhill Heath, Worcester WR3 7UH Tel: 457165 Email: taylor.crest@tinyworld.co.uk  

The Little Fish Club at Claines Church
Come and join our lively celebration that is especially aimed at babies, toddlers, pre-school children and their families.
Tuesday 18th November
1.45pm – 3pm

Church Hall, Cornmeadow Lane

For more details contact:

Lorraine Deeprose 01905 453836
Olwen’s departure

Olwen’s last Sunday with us will be 16th November. We will be making a presentation to her at a tea party on that afternoon in the Institute, starting at 3.30pm. All are welcome to come along and bid her farewell. Anyone who would be willing to bake a cake or serve tea is asked to sign up on the list in church.

Any donations towards a leaving gift for Olwen should be placed in a marked envelope and placed in the Communications Box in Church or given to the Vicar. Any cheques should be made out to ‘Claines PCC’.

Olwen will be Inducted into her new position on 9th December at 7.30pm and we are invited to send a ‘team of supporters’ to that occasion at Hugglescote.

A list will be in Church from the middle of November for people to sign up offering or requesting lifts to that service.

Act of Remembrance

On the Evening of 2nd November we will be remembering the departed by name in our annual act of Remembrance.

Please add names to the list which is in Church.

CHURCH FLOWER GUILD
After a worrying time trying to find garden Chrysanthemums to dress the Church for our Harvest Festival, I managed to obtain some beautiful flowers of real autumn colours, which made the church look simply spectacular and with all the super gifts of produce etc. it just made Harvest a wonderful time. Many thanks to all who gave produce etc.and to all who gave of their valuable time.

The Sunday school came up trumps once again with their great message to us all about remembering the haves and the have nots in the world. Well done and thank you.

Our annual meeting was well attended and it was nice to just come together for a chat and a cuppa. Thanks for all the support you have given me during the year.

Pat Harris
MOTHERS’ UNION
In our first meetings following the summer break we welcomed Olwen as our speaker. Her chosen subject “Reflections on New Zealand” gave us an opportunity to enjoy lots of photos (adapted to the big screen) that she had taken during her visit to that country earlier in the year. They were splendid and if you ever think of changing your chosen vocation Olwen, we suggest a career in professional photography!  She led us through her journey across the North and South islands and gave us an insight in to how the Maori and Western cultures exist in tandem.  All this was accompanied by beautiful and thought provoking biblical readings, poems and Maori prayers. It was a wonderful talk enjoyed by both our younger members and our mature group. 

A few days after the meetings we learnt that Olwen was leaving us.  Not long after she arrived at Claines Olwen was enrolled as a Diocesan Member of the Mothers’ Union. She has given the M.U. her full support with her keen interest in the group, her talks and visits to our meetings, and this year on the 5th September she led our annual Wave of Prayer Service in the Lady Chapel.  All our members would like to express sincere thanks to her for all her work with the group at Claines and wish her every success in her new venture. 

Our November meetings on the 11th and 12th November will be our business meeting when we plan our programme of events for next year. We look forward to seeing all our members with bright ideas for what they would like the group to do in 2009. 

Gwen Clifford 
NORTH CLAINES WI
President Susan Oakley welcomed members and two visitors on a fine evening to our October meeting and thanked Sylvia Wilkes for the pretty pink flower arrangement she had made. Susan announced that Rene Blytheway, a longstanding member, had had her operation and was recuperating and we wished her well.

 

Sadly, we were advised that Yvonne Smith, who had been ill for some time, had passed away and we observed a minute's silence in memory of her.

 Our speaker was Mrs. Veronica Collett who gave a fascinating talk on her experiences as a nurse living and working in Saudi Arabia. Everyone found her revelations most interesting.

 

Several events were drawn to our attention including a visit to Touchwood Shopping Centre on 11th November and a service at Worcester Cathedral on 23rd November in celebration of the Worcestershire WI's 90th birthday.

 

The competition was won by Jennifer Richardson and the raffle by Paula Hartley and Jan Walters.

 

North Claines is always happy to see visitors (maybe prospective members, but we don't push). Our meetings are held at Bishop Allenby Hall, St. Stephen's Church and our next meeting is on November 5th at 7.15p.m.

Audrey Farley
CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING
Saturday 6th December from 10.00am onwards.
If you would like to offer your help in any way, such as:


Running a stall


Helping on a stall


Helping in a variety of other ways [e.g., with refreshments]

then please contact the Vicar [phone number in the front of the magazine.]

We also need as always, raffle prizes and items for the tombola  which can be left at church in the marked boxes by the north porch.  Any donations of help or prizes will be gratefully received.

CLAINES ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

DIAMOND ANNIVERSARY
Despite the inclement weather a fantastic celebration was held on Saturday 16th September to commemorate the 60th anniversary of Claines RBL. It was good to see so many people with their children turn up in support of the event.
It must have been rewarding to so many who had worked so hard from planning, preparing and, on the day, executing a very successful event. As well as the men there were the ladies of the Women’s Section and all those who entered the many competitions. Last but not least, thanks to the ladies in the kitchen with their fabulous pork rolls. Congratulations to you all, very well done indeed.
There is no doubt that the RBL is a wonderful organisation, especially Claines Branch and Club. Like so many others with 6 years war service with the T.A., 67th and 85th Royal Artillery Regiment’s, First with the British Expeditionary Force In France and one of the lucky ones to escape Dunkirk, then with the 8th Army in Africa, followed by service in several countries around the Middle East and finally back with the 8th Army for the whole of the Italian Campaign.

After being demobbed in 1946 I came to live with my wife Elsie and our eldest son Roger in Ombersley Road, seeing Roger for the first time a couple of months before his third birthday. After 12-18 months of settling down in civvy street again, to my everlasting joy one Sunday morning in 1947 in the old wooden hut, the late Reg Chance and Dennis Potter enrolled me as a member of the recently formed Claines Branch RBL.

Until I retired in 1980 my work prevented me from taking an active part in the affairs of our Branch and Club, but once I was honoured and privileged to join the dedicated team of officers and committee members, I was able to serve in several different capacities which gave me considerable pleasure. Without doubt the role that I was involved with, which gave me the greatest pleasure was being given the honour of serving as Club president (6 years) and for 10 years as Senior Citizens Liaison Officer, during which time together with Derek Meek, we were instrumental in setting up the successful senior citizens self supporting social group, of which I was privileged to be its first chairman. Sadly, over recent years, we have lost some very dedicated officers such as Ben Rea, Peter Gallagher, Derek Meek and John Rutherford, who have been the back bone of our Claines RBL for many years.
We are lucky here in Claines because we have a wonderful dedicated team of officers and a committee which works tirelessly week in and week out to uphold the fine tradition and excellence of service for which Claines Branch is well known. 

Now with my 89th birthday around the corner I find myself on the receiving end of welfare following a visit last year by the present welfare officer Dave Waldron. I am now the proud owner of a lovely battery powered scooter, no doubt funded by the generosity of supporters of the Poppy Appeal.

Yes, the RBL is a great organisation and I would urge all young parents to come and join us. You will not regret it and it is a wonderful way for your children to know more about the RBL so that they too will want to join when they are old enough.

With the annual Remembrance Day soon we are always very well supported by children from the various local youngsters’ groups, but we badly need more men (and ladies) to join the parade, so all you young men and not so young come on parade and experience the thrill of marching to church and savouring the wonderful atmosphere of our remembrance service.
Steve Callow
PRAYER OF THE MONTH
As the days draw in and the nights lengthen, a prayer for the night.

Thank you, loving Father, for all the happiness of today, for food and games and friends and family.  Now that the night has come, help us to go to bed without grumbling or fussing.  Thank you for your angels who take care of us while we sleep.  Thank you, Father, that you are always awake and ready to hear whenever we talk to you.  Please keep us all in this home safe through the night.  For Jesus’ sake.  Amen

Please, if you have a prayer that you would like included in any of the intercessions I do at evensong then pass a copy to me.  I am always on the lookout for new and interesting prayers.

You may also have a favourite prayer that you would like to see in this magazine.

You can contact me in Church or my email address is JOHNALAN@brady9.fsworld.co.uk
THE OZ CONNECTION

 

The Australians have such catchy place names. Take Mooroolbark, a suburb of Melbourne in the state of Victoria. I've visited Melbourne, but I'd never heard of it either until George Drinkwater brought it to my attention. However, it is nice to know that Claines has a connection with such a place. Sophie Buffey (nee Mitchell), George’s granddaughter, used to attend Claines School and church, but now has Australian citizenship and lives with her husband Dan in Mooroolbark.  Such is the attraction of Claines to Sophie and Dan that they flew from Australia to be married in Claines Church. Not only that, recently they made the return trip to have their first child, Aston James, baptised at Claines. One can't help but wonder that they could be in for an expensive time if many more little Buffeys come along.
However, it is nice to know that Claines has a link to a place with such a wonderful name and we look forward to Sophie and Dan visiting Claines again before too long.
Editor
THE HISTORY OF FERNHILL HEATH
The Village of North Claines by Gill Lawley covers the history of Fernhill Heath within the manor and parish of Claines, the division of Claines into several new parishes, the formation of South and North Claines and the recreation ground in Cornmeadow Lane. Others topics include Fernhill Heath workhouse, Hindlip School and the Hindlip Estate.

The book is on sale at Fernhill Heath Post Office and Kasch’s Newsagents, Fernhill Heath price £8.99.

This is an essential Christmas stocking filler for anyone who lives in or has an interest in the village.

THE GALLERY AT BEVERE
The Gallery at Bevere has firmly established itself on the art map as a regional centre of art and ceramics at regional, national and international level.

Tucked away off the A449 down Bevere Lane, The Gallery has become something of a destination attraction, with art, ceramics, sculpture, picture framing and of course a cafe, all available in the one location. Also on show is individual jewellery, wood, glass, textile pieces and a large range of books.

The Gallery offers a complete framing service and Alastair and his team are happy to discuss your framing requirements in order to give you a no obligation quote for any piece of artwork or object. Some of the more unusual items they have framed have been a cricket bat, stumps and ball, Spanish decorative fans, fossils, children’s resin footprints, Christening robes and assorted collectibles - from cast lead soldiers to Scalextric cars! In fact, the team love the challenge of the more unusual items.

With Christmas approaching, it’s a great time to visit The Gallery for stress-free shopping in a relaxed atmosphere where you will be able to find unique gift ideas for the art-loving friend or family member.

Form, Tone and Texture

Until 30th November
Paintings and Mixed Media – Ian Cruickshank, Trevor Smith, Linda Judkins, Sarah Whapples, Jules Smith, Beth Fletcher, Thelma Ayre

Ceramics  - Regina Heinz, Tim Andrews, Matthew Chambers, Lisa Ellul

The Christmas Show

6th – 28th December
Ceramics –
Carolyn Genders, Vivienne Ross, Sarah Hillman, Sine Jespersen, Akiko Hirai 

Paintings –
John Harris and Richard Tratt
Opening Hours 

10.30am – 5.00pm Tuesday – Sunday and Bank Holidays

Plenty of free parking and free admission

The Gallery, Bevere Lane, Worcester.  WR3  7RQ

01905 754484
enquiries@beverevivis.com
www.beverevivis.com 

Lights of Love Campaign 2008

St Richard’s Hospice is once again inviting people to dedicate a light to your loved ones this Christmas on the St Richard's tree. This year’s principle service in celebration of life will take place in Worcester Cathedral on Friday, 14th November 6.30pm for 7.00pm, followed by a special ‘switch on’ ceremony. We are very grateful to the Cathedral for their support again this year.

The service will provide an opportunity to light a candle in memory of a loved one, to rejoice in a birth or for those absent at Christmas. Those attending the service will then take the short walk by candle light to the tree under St Andrew's Spire for the switch on.  Refreshments will be served in the Guildhall afterwards. 
There is no minimum donation to dedicate a light, which will shine on the Christmas Trees at St Andrew’s Spire in Deansway. The names of your loved ones will be displayed on the boards surrounding the tree in St Andrew's Spire and in a Book of Thanksgiving placed in Worcester Cathedral, The Priory in Malvern and Droitwich Library throughout December. We will also send you a special photo star that can be hung on your Christmas tree at home.

There are many other ‘tree of light’ initiatives being developed in our community and we would like to take the opportunity to remind you that ALL donations for the St Richard's tree come directly to the hospice in support of our work and we are hugely grateful for your generosity. For more information visit www.strichards.org.uk or call the fundraising dept on 01905 763963. 
Helen Griffee 

Communications Manager









8

