FROM THE CURATE
British journalists have often called August 'the silly season'. As far as the news is concerned it's a bit quieter on the domestic front. With Parliament in recess and schools and so many people on vacation some newspapers can find they need more frivolous items to fill their pages. After the events on the streets of English cities last month journalists in the UK might be wondering if this year's silly season was the shortest on record.

The seriousness of the explosion of violence and destruction, of looting and vandalism in our city centres last month was of course felt most sharply and painfully by those directly affected. Yet everyone who watched those horrifying scenes or listened to the harrowing accounts of witnesses caught up in the riots has been touched by a whole variety of feelings and concerns.

Christians and other people of faith - and people of no particular faith - have all united to question the causes of the riots, to declare and show a true solidarity in supporting its victims, and to demand action that will restore a sense of justice and peace to the communities affected by the riots. With such a unity of outcry at the awful mayhem and brutality on our streets last month could the riots have actually done the nation a service? 

Time will tell and the newspapers may report whether or not the season of terrible burning, stealing and killing on our high streets will turn out to be a crucible for the forging of a more just, peaceful and respectful society. Yet for many there is a sense of déja vu. The words in the moving speech of Tariq Jahan, the father of one of the victims killed in the riots in Birmingham, are poignant: “A day from now, maybe two days from now, the whole world will forget and nobody will care.”

The Kingdom of God that Jesus Christ proclaimed is a kingdom in which those on the furthest edges of society - and those who feel alienated from it - are never forgotten. In God’s economy all are equally entitled to the infinite generosity of God’s forgiveness and wholeness.  In God’s kingdom, in the streets, in the market place, all are equal, and the last are regarded as the first. Tax collectors and prostitutes in first century Palestine, or looters and rioters in 21st century Britain, those shunned and despised by mainstream society are regarded in God’s kingdom as equally worthy as anyone else of the loving forgiveness of the father of all the world’s children. 

The season of good will to all men in the kingdom of God is not confined to Christmas. The season of goodwill to all is for all time. It’s for our time. Especially when goodness is threatened by so much evil. That season of goodwill is needed now. But a season of forgiveness. That is just silly! Isn’t it?
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Keep up with the parish through the internet

The Parish Website address is: www.clainesfriends.org.uk
PARISH CALENDAR – September

Thursday
  1st  
10.30am  Holy Communion

Saturday
  3rd  
12noon    Wedding


Sunday

  4th 
11th Sunday after Trinity   




  8.00am  Holy Communion    




11.00am  Eucharist & Sunday School  




  6.30pm  Evensong

Monday

  5th 
  7.30pm  Diocesan Synod

Tuesday

  6th
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer




  7.30pm  Deanery Chapter


Thursday
  8th 
10.30am  Holy Communion




  7.30pm  Finance Group meet
  


 

Friday

  9th 
  7.00pm  Choir Practice


   
  7.30pm  YAC - Youth at Claines




Saturday
10th 
  1.00pm
  Wedding




  3.00pm  Wedding

Sunday

11th 
12th Sunday after Trinity




  8.00am  Holy Communion




11.00am  All age Service




  3.00pm  Holy Baptism




  6.30pm  Evensong

Monday

12th
  4.30pm  North Worcester Churches meet




Tuesday 
13th 
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer


Wednesday
14th 
  7.30pm  PCC meet



Thursday
15th 
10.30am  Holy Communion

Saturday
17th
  3.00pm
  Wedding

Sunday

18th   
13th Sunday after Trinity

  
  8.00am  Holy Communion    




11.00am  Eucharist & Sunday School




12.30pm  Holy Baptism




  4.00pm  United Service at St George’s




  6.30pm  Evensong

Monday

19th  
  7.30pm  Deanery Pastoral Committee meet

Tuesday

20th   
  1.30pm  The Little Fish Club



   
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer  

Thursday
22nd   
10.30am  Holy Communion

Friday
23rd  
 12.30pm Wedding



   7.00pm  Choir Practice



   7.30pm  YAC - Youth at Claines

 

Saturday
24th 
   1.00pm  Wedding



   3.00pm  Wedding

 
 

Sunday
25th 
14th Sunday after Trinity  (Back to Church Sunday)



  8.00am  Holy Communion



11.00am  Eucharist & Sunday School



  2.00pm  Holy Baptism



  4.00pm  Pet Service 




  6.30pm  Evening Prayer

Monday
26th 
This week is the Diocesan Clergy Conference

Tuesday
27th 
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer


Thursday
29th 
10.30am  Holy Communion

Friday

30th 
  7.00pm  Choir Practice
Parish Registers

Holy BaptisM

26th June

Riley Martin Hadland

  3rd July

Catherine Ann Phillips

  3rd July

Jacob David Mulvey

  3rd July

Daisy Ruth Mulvey

  3rd July

Alexis Riannon Williams

10th July

Fabiana Grace Bennett

10th July

Olivia Kate Cox

24th July

Oliver Laurence Richardson

24th July

Gracie Mae Pouch

14th August
Ruby-Mae Jean Garnham

14th August
Isaac Spencer Evans

14th August
Lily Isabel Bradnock

HOLY MATRIMONY

18th June 
James Richard Montgomery & Elaine Caffyn

18th June

Kristen Anthony Barone & Stacey Lee Monis Macdonald

  1st July

Marco Enrico Tedino & Caroline Florence Metcalf

16th July

Richard Beaupre Tanner & Amanda Cheris O’Mara

16th July

Simon Paul Jones & Stephanie Prince

22nd July

Aaron Stuart Drake & Rosie-Marie Andrews

23rd July

Richard Knowles & Carmen Orgee

28th July

Wayne Michael Jackson & Kate Armstrong

29th July

Ian Jonathan Howitt & Claire Louise Norcott

30th July

Robert James Tindell & Abigail Jones

30th July

Barry Marcel Bennett & Rebecca Catherine Hobbs Penwarden

  6th August
Lee Michael Parker & Rebecca Louise Wilson

13th August
Roderick Thomas Hartwright & Charlotte Emily Easter

CHRISTIAN BURIAL AND CREMATION

 24th June
Hazel Smith aged 93 years

  1st August 
Bennett Alfred Martin aged 90 years

  5th August
Roy Harris aged 63 years

16th August
Hilary Margaret Burman aged 78 years

18th August
Beryl Jean Eades aged 76 years
GOD’S OWN PUB CLUB &
SUNDAY SCHOOL

September is a time of new beginnings for the children as they change classes and, in some cases, schools. Please pray for all young people, not just those in our community, as they experience these changes.

To help them in this time of change we will be reminding them once again of the presence of God in their lives and helping them to connect with him on a personal level. Please pray for the leaders as they take on this ministry in the power of the spirit.

We look forward to seeing all the children again after the summer holidays. Do encourage any families you know to come and join us. They can just come along any Sunday or call me on 01905 754561 (or email ann@clainesfriends.org.uk) for further details. Thank you.

Ann Sansome
PET SERVICE

We are going to be trying something new on ‘Back to Church Sunday’, 25th September. With the help of the Scouts and Guides we are going to be running a ‘Pet Service’ in the afternoon (starting at 4pm).

Many of us are very attached to our pets and it seems a good thing to thank God for them, especially as we come close to the time of the year when we celebrate Francis of Assisi, the great patron saint of all animals. 

We will be holding the service both inside and outside the Church and you are invited to bring your animals, large or small, to receive God’s blessing. We hope that all the animals will behave themselves, and all the owners too, and that all owners will take responsibility for the good behaviour of their pets.

Whether you have a pet or not I do hope that you will come along and join in with this service of praise and thanksgiving for our pets – and enjoy meeting new friends, human and animal.

Stephen
Wheels To Meals

Lunch in Company, (LinC), was launched in March and quickly became established as a popular monthly event in the parish. Both diners and helpers enjoy the food and fellowship it provides.

We would now like to resolve one of the problems some of our regular diners face which is how to get to  the Church Hall and home again, as they don’t drive and to walk is not possible. We are therefore looking for extra team members who, whilst not able to help with the catering side of things, would be happy to be on a rota to offer transport to and from the lunch.

 LinC takes place on the second Saturday of each month, the meal being served at 12.30pm and guests are usually ready to leave by about 1.45pm. Drivers would therefore need to arrive at the hall by 12.20pm and be available to collect at between 1.30pm and 1.45pm.

If this is something you feel able to help with, please speak to me in church, leave a note in the communications box or phone me on 07972059471.

Thank you.
Sarah Cottrill

CLAINES CHURCH FLOWER GUILD

The Harvest Festival will be held on Sunday October 2nd. Decorating the church will take place on Saturday 1st of October from 10.0’clock. Donations of flowers, foliage, fruit and vegetables will be gratefully received.

Your help will be most welcome to decorate the church in thanksgiving to our Lord. Any new helpers will be made most welcome, please feel free to join us.

Pat Harris
NORTH CLAINES W.I.
The magnificence and beauty of Hanbury Hall’s gardens were brought to life with enthusiasm and passion by Neil Cook the Head Gardener at our July meeting. When Neil arrived at the Hall in the 90’s the gardens were still in the style of Capability Brown which in 1770 had swept away the earlier C18 formal gardens. With Neil leading the way these gardens have been carefully restored bit by bit using the original plans and also Joseph Dougharty’s 1731-33 garden survey. Slides showed all the hard work that had gone into re-creating the beautiful gardens in particular the Parterre, the fruit garden, the grove and the bowling green.

 The following month on a very sunny and humid August afternoon, we were delighted to welcome to our meeting members from the other WI’s within the Worcester Group. Greta, one of our members spoke to us about the time she worked as the assistant Federation secretary when County’s Headquarters were housed in Worcester. Greta had taken the job after she had retired as a “little” part time job! Dealing with 188 institutes and initially with carbon paper and stencils together with a Gestetner machine (luckily soon replaced with a photocopier) it turned out to be a busy job. With tales of two burglaries and a drug addict who thought WI stood for WRVS not forgetting the police using the Federation office for an “eyeballing” operation life was certainly not dull.
Following Greta’s talk we all enjoyed homemade scones with fresh cream and strawberry jam and a variety of cakes. With a garden quiz, bottle tombola, cake stall and a large number of raffle prizes there was much for everyone. As Greta said at the end of her talk the WI epitomises fun and friendship and we certainly had both on this afternoon.

Heather Pitts
MOTHERS’ UNION

In July the Mothers’ Union General Meeting was held in Edinburgh and Sandra Ashcroft was able to attend and reported back to the Branch on what was a very successful event.  

The meeting was buoyant following the success of our “Letting Children be Children Campaign”, which has been far beyond our expectations. The Mothers’ Union were increasingly concerned that parents did not have a strong voice on an issue that greatly concerns them.   Reg Bailey, the Mothers’ Union Chief Executive has taken this campaign under his wing, securing interviews on radio and television and lobbying Parliament.  His report, “The Bailey Review” has made 14 recommendations to Government on how to tackle the issues surrounding the commercialisation and sexualisation of children. The report’s recommendations were well received by the Government and we now await responses to those recommendations from the Department of Commerce  and the Department for Culture, Media and Sport. 

Also the key speaker at the AGM, Professor Tanya Byron (psychologist, author and media personality), best known for her work as a child therapist, wrote  a similar report last year and it was good to have a young passionate voice  to support the M.U. on this one. 

Our Worldwide President, Rosemary Kempsall, reminded the meeting that the M.U. had to tighten its belt with cut-backs at home and abroad but through our splendid fundraising we were still able to maintain our “Away from it All Holidays”, Courses to Tackle Domestic Violence, Parenting Courses, attendance at Wedding Fayres promoting marriage in church,  keeping our crèches in the Prison Visitors Centres, receiving funds from Comic Relief to continue our work in Africa, etc and also donating £73,000 to the East Africa Famine Relief. 

In the 83 countries that we operate every member is striving to do the best for the M.U. through their practical and faithful commitment to our great organisation. 

Yes, we do only have two percent of the world’s M.U. membership in the UK but we are all joined in a common belief that we are one big Christian family.  Yes, we do have an older membership and sometimes encouraging younger ones seems an uphill struggle but we have young and enthusiastic members in New Zealand, Polynesia, U.S.A. and Swansea!  (and, of course, Claines….).  We all look forward to another successful AGM in 2012. 

Our September get togethers are:-                        Friday 9th September – 2.30pm – Wave of Prayer Service in Claines Church

Tuesday 13th September – Afternoon visit by our older members to the  Evesham Country Park
Wednesday 14th September – “M.U. Parenting Support” at 125 Droitwich Road, Fernhill Heath

Everyone is welcome at our meetings. 

Gwen Clifford
CHRISTIAN AID COLLECTION 2011
Thank you to everyone who was involved with this year's Chrisitian Aid collection. The sum raised was £1386; down on previous years but still a good amount. We suffered, we believe, because of the current financial situation that many people find themselves in, but also because of the drop in the number of collectors in Claines parish. There are still a lot of roads that are not visited at all.

Nevertheless a big thank you to all those who did collect, we hope you will be able to help again next year and raise a record sum.

David and Joan Ritchie 
MAGAZINE ARTICLES

Please let me have articles by 7th of the month prior to publication. Editor: Stephen Taylor, The Crest, 257 Droitwich Road, Fernhill Heath, Worcester WR3 7UH
T: 01905 457165 
E: taylor.crest@tinyworld.co.uk
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