FROM THE VICAR
Amongst people who are training to become priests there are sometimes less than complimentary comments made about PCC meetings. The PCC, in case you don’t know, is the Parochial Church Council, the body legally responsible for the running of the church. It is an important body within the life of the church, although that is sometimes not reflected in general conversations within church life where PCC meetings may attract the same sort of negative humour as Mothers in law did when Les Dawson was on stage.

It is in contrast to that sort of view that I would like to champion and commend the work of our PCC in Claines. As a body of Trustees of the Church they have to face serious challenges concerned with finance, and linked to that the theft of lead from the church roof. Whilst these are serious issues the focus of PCC attention has not been totally in this direction during this year’s meetings. Instead there has been a decision to focus on the mission and outreach of the church, and we have set ourselves a series of priorities for the coming year which relate to how the church can better serve the community.

So what are these priorities? We want to be able to open the church each and every day so that people can come in and enjoy the peace and the beauty of the building. The PCC wants all-comers to feel that this is their church, and they are welcome to enjoy it and use it. In preparation for this we have had to make the church safe for visitors and secure anything of monetary value. We are also preparing guidance notes which may help visitors understand the building and use it for prayer and reflection.

As well as opening the church the PCC has agreed to set up ‘Open the Book’ teams which read and act out Bible Stories in our local school. As a church we feel that we should have greater contact with the church school and take upon ourselves the responsibility of making the Bible known to all pupils in the school. With the support of the Head and staff of the School we will be going into the school to ‘Open the Book’ each fortnight from the beginning of November.

The PCC has also encouraged members of the congregation to think of setting up ‘Messy Church’, and quite a number of our members have become involved in ‘Messy Church’ at other churches in the area. If you’re not quite sure what ‘Messy Church’ is, it is a gathering of families who meet together, enjoy their creativity, enjoy a meal together, experience worship and have fun together all within a church context. And it could be coming to you in Claines – so watch out!

The PCC have enjoyed encouraging these initiatives as they enjoyed the LinC lunches for people living alone, because as they think about these initiatives they are opening up the church to the community and that is what the PCC feels we should be doing as the church of God in Claines. Keep an eye on our Church communications because there are more initiatives every month but they are all following the same theme: 

‘Bringing God to the Community and the Community to God.’

All power to the PCC for taking the Church’s mission seriously.
Revd Stephen Agnew 
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Keep up with the parish through the internet

The Parish Website address is: www.clainesfriends.org.uk
MAGAZINE ARTICLES
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PARISH CALENDAR – October

Saturday
  1st   
  3.00pm  Blessing of Marriage

  7.30pm  Harvest Supper


Sunday

  2nd   
Harvest Thanksgiving   




  8.00am  Holy Communion    




11.00am  Eucharist & Sunday School  




  6.30pm  Evensong

Tuesday

  4th           12noon
 Deanery Chapter meets

  4.30pm  Evening Prayer


Thursday
  6th 
10.30am  Holy Communion




  7.30pm  Deanery Synod meets
  


 

Friday

  7th
  7.30pm  YAC

Saturday
  8th 
  3.00pm  Holy Baptism




  7.30pm  St George’s ‘Last Night of the Proms’

Sunday

  9th 
16th Sunday after Trinity




  8.00am  Holy Communion




11.00am  All age Service




  3.00pm  Holy Baptism




  6.30pm  Evensong

Monday

10th 
  9.30am
 Staff Meeting




  7.30pm  3 Churches meeting

Tuesday 
11th 
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer




  7.30pm  Standing Committee meet




Thursday
13th 
10.30am  Holy Communion

Friday

14th
  5.00pm
  Marriage Blessing




  7.00pm  Choir Practice
Sunday

16th   
17th Sunday after Trinity

  
  8.00am  Holy Communion    




11.00am  Eucharist & Sunday School




  6.30pm  Evensong

Tuesday

18th   
  1.30pm  Little Fish Club

  4.30pm  Evening Prayer  

Thursday
20th    
10.30am  Holy Communion


Friday
21st   
  7.00pm
 Choir Practice 

  7.30pm  YAC


 

Sunday
23rd  
Last Sunday after Trinity  



  8.00am  Holy Communion



11.00am  Eucharist & Sunday School



  3.00pm  Holy Baptism



  6.30pm  Evensong

Tuesday
25th 
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer


Thursday
27th 
10.30am  Holy Communion

Friday
28th 
  7.00pm  Choir Practice


Sunday
30th  
All Saints’ Sunday



  8.00am
  Holy Communion



11.00am
  Matins & Sunday School



  6.30pm
  Memorial Service
GOD’S OWN PUB CLUB &
SUNDAY SCHOOL

During October we will be learning about the story of Moses from the Old Testament book of Exodus. This has been made accessible to young people in the animated film “Prince of Egypt” which would make great family viewing as the autumn evenings bring us all back inside as the light and heat fade! We will be thinking of others less fortunate than ourselves as we make up harvest boxes on 2nd October and remembering the saints on 30th October. 

A forward note for your diary is that the annual Advent service that the children lead will be on Sunday 11th December so we look forward to meeting you all there. Please pray for all the children in our church that they will grow in faith and come to know that Jesus died for them. Please also remember in your prayers the many people in our church who work with the young people in Claines in so many ways.

Children are always welcome to join us, just come along any Sunday, visit our website (www.clainesfriends.org.uk) or call me on 01905 754561 (or email ann@clainesfriends.org.uk) for further details.
Ann Sansome
CLAINES CHURCH FLOWER GUILD

Our annual get together will be held on Monday 10th October from 2.00pm at Glan-Mor, Cornmeadow Lane. I do hope you will all be able to come.

Pat Harris
Junior Bishop

We enjoy having a Boy Bishop in Claines each year. For many local families the memory of their son wearing the robes of the Boy Bishop and leading prayers in our Christmas services, or even preaching, is a memory of a proud moment.

But the church faces change and, as General Synod has approved the ordination of women as Bishops, the PCC in Claines has agreed that the office of Boy Bishop of Claines should be open to girls as well as boys –  hence the title Junior Bishop.

So who could this year’s Junior Bishop be? Male or female, of secondary school age, confirmed as a communicant member of the Church of England. Do you know anyone who fits these criteria? They could be the Junior Bishop of Claines.

What will they do? Take part in our worship by leading prayers, reading, preaching, taking communion to the housebound and being a representative of the Church between 6th and 28th December.

In the past the office of Boy Bishop has only been open to members of the Choir, but now it is open to members of the Choir, Servers, Members of God’s Own Pub Club, or other members of the congregation.

If you are interested in applying for this role speak to the Vicar or Geoff Sansome, and we will talk you through the process for applying and what you will be expected to do.

Stephen
Memorial Service

On the evening of Sunday 30th October we will again be holding our annual memorial service. In this service people are invited to share in an act of worship where the focus of attention will be on those people who have passed away recently from within our parish. 

Everyone is invited to add names of loved ones who will be remembered in the prayers in that service. The list of names to be used in our prayers will be available in church for two weeks before the service takes place.

Stephen
Bibleathon!
To celebrate the 400th anniversary of the Authorised Bible and to mark Bible Sunday on October 23rd, we are holding a sponsored “Bibleathon” from 7.30am  on Saturday, October 22nd until 7.30am on Sunday, October 23rd. 

During this 24 hour period we will be looking for people to sign up to read, for half an hour at a time, aloud from the King James Bible, with the hope of reading the whole of the Bible. Readers will be sponsored per chapter they read.  We will also need people who are prepared to act as stewards. There will be Bible based facts, quizzes and other activities available in the Church for people to enjoy.

Lists for reading slots, stewarding, and sponsorship forms will be available in Church this month. Please sign up, take a sponsorship form or sponsor somebody else and give us your support on the day.

Sarah Cottrill

MEMORIAL WINDOW:

LADY CHAPEL
Just a little plug for this corner of our beautiful church and the flower arrangements that go in our Memorial Window.

If you have had a bereavement over these last 12 months or more with an anniversary coming up and feel you would like to remember your loved ones with flowers, there is a lovely space in our Memorial Window. I would be only too pleased to do a suitable arrangement for you.

Please contact me on 01905 452436 and I will be only too happy to help.

Sandra Ashcroft 
CHAT IN CHURCH

Why not drop into Church for a coffee and

chat with your friends, or to meet new people?

We are open on Fridays between 

9.00am and 10.30am

Do join us.

NORTH CLAINES W.I.
Dr. John Harcup presented to us a talk with a screen presentation of the life of Dr. John Wall. It was an enlightening insight of an entrepreneur who besides being a doctor with a large private medical practice was active in the development of Malvern as a spa resort, was a talented artist exhibiting twice at the Royal Academy and was involved in setting up Worcester Porcelain Manufactory.

Dr. Wall was educated at King’s School Worcester before going on to Oxford. His medical practice was based in Worcester and he was one of the founders of a charitable hospital in Silver Street in 1745. This later transferred to Castle Street and Dr. Wall was able to walk from the back of his house at 43 Foregate Street (look above the shop fronts and you will still see the grand façade) along Dr Wall’s Walk (now Infirmary Walk) to the new hospital.
It was a fascinating talk about a marvellous man of his time.

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 5th October at 7.30pm at Bishop Allenby Hall Droitwich Road Worcester when David Withey will speak about the lighter side of local government. 

Heather Pitts
MOTHERS’ UNION
Claines Mothers’ Union started their September activities with the Wave of Prayer service on Friday 9th in The Lady Chapel. It was a lovely service, thank you to all that came along.
Our afternoon group of ladies had a sunny but rather windy afternoon for their visit to Evesham Country Park, but it did not spoil a good afternoon tea and a spot of window shopping.

The evening group, on a more serious note, reviewed the dvd which the Mothers’ Union Parenting Group hopes to use in their new project.  The material received mixed reactions but Sandra Ashcroft will take our views back to the Parenting Group Review Committee and hopefully this project will soon get off the ground. 

To help keep the ‘wheels on the vehicles’ (minibuses, trucks and vans) used by the M.U. in our link dioceses in Uganda and Kenya we will be holding a cake stall in church after the 11am service on Sunday 9th October.  Many of you helped us to raise £75 last year by buying from the stall and we look forward to offer you something for Sunday tea again this year. 

Our October meetings will include:-

Tuesday 11th October at 2pm in the Church Hall

“An update on the Fairtrade Project” by Elaine Barbour

  Wednesday 12th October at 7.30pm in The Institute.         

 A talk entitled “The Hats we Wear” by Sue Giles (M.U. Speaker)

All are welcome. 

And finally, a big thank you to Caroline Causier who, during her convalescence following her ankle injury, has knitted, for the Mothers’ Union no less than seven baby blankets.  These will be blessed in church and sent off to the premature baby unit at Russell Hall Hospital.  

Gwen Clifford
FAVOURITE PRAYER FOR THE MONTH
I would like to say thank you to all for their best wishes, prayers, thoughts and cards during my recent stay in hospital.  Thank you so much for your support that has helped me back to recovery.

I write this on the eve of 9/11.  I think the following prayer is appropriate:-

This beautiful world can be cruel destroying life and livelihood in an instant, challenging our faith in a God who cares.

This beautiful world is yours, Lord
created in love gifted by grace.
Help us understand it, care for it, protect it and when disaster strikes be there if not in person then in prayer.

Amen

Please, if you have a prayer that you would like included in any of the intercessions I do at evensong then pass a copy to me.  I am always on the lookout for new and interesting prayers.

You may also have a favourite prayer that you would like to see in this magazine.

You can contact me in Church or my email address is BRADY407@btinternet.com 

John Brady

SOUTH WORCESTERSHIRE
DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Can you Help?

Are you going to say ‘no’ to new development or are you going to help us shape the places where we live and work as they grow over the next 20 years? You can play a vital role in building our economy and supporting strong, vibrant and healthy communities!

To prosper in the future, we need to explore new ways to earn a living and respond to the changes that new technologies offer us.  We also need to house a rising population which is living longer.  Our lives, and the places in which we live them, can be better – but only if we plan ahead effectively.  

The South Worcestershire Development Plan is aiming to do just that by ensuring that development has a positive impact on the environment.
It is being jointly prepared by the three district Councils of Malvern Hills, Wychavon and Worcester City. It provides the long term vision and objectives for South Worcestershire, the location of development, and will contain the policies for delivering this growth in a sustainable manner up to 2030. That means ensuring that better lives for us won’t result in worse lives for future generations.

Our latest consultation document is out for comment between 26th September and 18th November 2011. You can view it online at www.swdevelopmentplan.org, or at your local library or Customer Service Centre. 
We would be delighted if you came to one of our road shows where officers will be available to answer your questions and guide you on how to make a constructive response whether it is for or against the strategy.
(Venues local to Worcester are listed below but the location of other events across South Worcestershire can be viewed at www.swdevelopmentplan.org  or call 01905 722333 for details).
Please take this opportunity to help shape the future, get involved and encourage your friends and neighbours to follow your lead in taking an interest in your neighbourhood and building a better future for our children

Worcester Roadshow events

	4th  October  3pm – 8.30pm
	Worcester Woods Countryside Centre

	21st October 10am – 5pm
	Crowngate Shopping Centre

	22nd October 10am – 4pm
	Crowngate Shopping Centre

	26th October 10am – 7pm
	St Peter’s Garden Centre

	1st November 2pm – 8pm
	The Green Centre, Dines Green

	2nd November 2pm – 8pm
	Salvation Army Hall, Ronkswood

	15th November 2pm – 8pm
	Perdiswell Young People’s Leisure Centre


Public Forum

	25th October 7pm-8.30pm 
	St Peter’s Baptist Church


HALLOWEEN

Modern Halloween celebrations have their roots with the Celtic peoples of pre-Christian times.  

In those long-ago days, on the last night of October, the Celts celebrated the Festival of Samhain, or ‘Summer’s End’.  The priests, or Druids, performed ceremonies to thank and honour the sun.  For there was a very dark side to all this: 
Samhain also signalled the onset of winter, a time when it was feared that unfriendly ghosts, nature-spirits, and witches roamed the earth, creating mischief.  So the Druid priests lit great bonfires and performed magic rites to ward off or appease these dark supernatural powers.

Then the Romans arrived, and brought their Harvest Festival which honoured the Goddess Pomona with gifts of apples and nuts. The two festivals slowly merged.

When Christianity arrived still later, it began to replace the Roman and Druid religions.  1st  November - All Saints’ Day - was dedicated to all Christian Martyrs and Saints who had died.  It was called ‘All Hallows’ Day’. The evening before became an evening of prayer and preparation and was called ‘All Hallows’ Eve’, The Holy Evening, later shortened to ‘Halloween’.  

For many centuries, however, fear of the supernatural remained strong.  During the Middle Ages, animal costumes and frightening masks were worn to ward off the evil spirits of darkness on Halloween.  
Magic words and charms were used to keep away bad luck, and everybody believed that witches ride about on broomsticks.  Fortune telling was popular and predicting the future by the use of nuts and apples was so popular that Halloween is still sometimes known as Nutcrack Night or Snap-Apple Night.

Today, Christians have learned to turn to prayer instead of charms to overcome the powers of darkness.   And the deeper, true meaning of All Hallows’ Eve, should not be forgotten.  As Christians, we all draw closer to Christ when we remember and give thanks for our loved ones and for others who have gone before us through the gates of death.

WHAT DOES GOD LOOK LIKE?

A nursery class teacher was observing her classroom of children while they were drawing. She would occasionally walk around to see each child’s work. As she got to one little girl who was working diligently, she asked what the drawing was.

The girl replied, “I’m drawing God.”

The teacher paused and said, “But no one knows what God looks like.”

Without missing a  beat, or looking up from her drawing, the girl replied, “They will in a minute.”

Bishop's Letter - 2020 and beyond
Starting in what is known as ‘The Kingdom Season' before Advent the 2020 Group will be encouraging all Church communities in the Diocese to reflect on how they are measuring up as a sign and symbol of God's Kingdom and also to identify those things that hinder or prevent us from making progress in this role and I want to set what is being suggested in context here. 

When I arrived in this Diocese I stated my priorities as ‘mission, mission, mission'. I spoke in terms of the enormous privilege we have been given of playing a part in God's great mission to reconcile the whole creation to himself in Jesus, a vision glorious articulated in the first chapter of the letter of Paul to the Colossians. 

Within my first year here Bishop's Council came to the decision that, in focusing upon mission, we should concentrate upon three priorities:

· The deepening of prayer

· The renewal of (public) worship

· Equipping people to share their faith 

To address the first, a Diocesan Spirituality Group, chaired by Bishop David, has been established to work with the Diocesan Spirituality Adviser, Paul Hunt. Doug Chaplin, as Diocesan Worship Adviser has been working with others on the second and David Sherwin, as Diocesan Evangelism Adviser on the third. I see these three priorities as essential in preparing the ground for our full participation in God's mission to the world. 

A year ago the ‘2020 Group' was set up to consider what playing our full part in God's mission might require as we look to the year 2020 and beyond. From the very first meeting, conversations in the Group have focused upon what should be, as Christians, our core conversation: the Kingdom of God. Mission and Kingdom are two sides of the same coin: God's mission is to reconcile the creation to Himself and, in so doing, inaugurate the Kingdom, the reign, of God. When the creation is reconciled to God in Christ every knee shall bow to God's rule, whether in heaven or in earth or under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord. The Church is called to be God's chosen instrument for his mission in the world and the effective sign of the inauguration of His Kingdom here on earth, that Kingdom for whose coming we pray in the words that Jesus taught us. 

I hope that all of us, individually and corporately, will want to join together to reflect deeply on our part in God's plan to inaugurate the Kingdom - to celebrate what we are doing and reflect upon ways in which we can widen our hearts to allow God's grace to work through us to build His Kingdom. 

Bishop John
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