FROM THE VICAR
After a memorable fortnight of Summer weather at the end of September and the beginning of October we were suddenly reminded that we are actually in the season of Autumn and have embarked on that downward slope towards the dark days of winter. Long term weather forecasters have suggested that we might even have snow by the end of October, which at the time of writing seems most unlikely. However, we all know that the weather in this country makes for a constant source of conversation because you are never quite sure what is coming next. 

As we move towards the darker days of winter we are perhaps reminded of the spiritual darkness which can sometimes surround us, and as we experience that we may feel at odds with the world. There are many things which make us feel distinctly uncomfortable at the moment, not least the economic news which constantly bombards us with grim warnings about the economic future of the UK, of Europe and the Western World. We are also very aware of the many people who are facing redundancy or struggling to find any sort of employment. As people feel uncomfortable with these things which impinge on their lives it is unsurprising that there is a tension which might lead to civil unrest. And this feeling of discomfort with our own society is set against the backdrop of conflicts in the world, as we receive reports on Libya and Syria, and worry about how much this ‘disease’ is contagious.

Dark days may seem to plague us at all levels. But the Christian belief is that God has made a world which is essentially good, and it is God’s will that ultimately the brokenness of the world will be repaired as the world is reconciled with God himself. It is this message which Jesus came to bring, and in the season of Advent which leads us towards Christmas there is an emphasis on hope which prepares us for the coming of the ‘light’ into a dark world.

As Christians we are people who should live with that hope, and as we are confronted by the darkness and sometimes our feeling of alienation from the world around us, we need to be reminded of the God-given nature of the world and that God wants us to spread the good news of his love and acceptance of us and all people. As we come towards Advent and hear in Church about God’s kingdom we need to rediscover the hope which Christ came to bring, it is a hope which was referred to again and again by the Old Testament prophets as they yearned for a time when God would convince the world of its essential ‘Godness’, something which was done when his Son came to live amongst us. 

Let’s not be dragged down by all the bad news which seems to surround us – instead let’s bear testimony to our faith in Christ, that we are loved by God, and that this world which is, despite evidence to the contrary, essentially a good place, because it is a place where God reigns and that reign is growing in the lives of those who follow his Son, Jesus Christ.

Let us, instead of bemoaning our fate, pray that God’s Kingdom may come among us and within his world.

Revd Stephen Agnew 
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Keep up with the parish through the internet

The Parish Website address is: www.clainesfriends.org.uk
PARISH CALENDAR – November

Tuesday

  1st  
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer

Thursday
  3rd   
10.30am  Holy Communion

Friday
  
  4th     
  7.30pm  YAC

Sunday

  6th 
3rd Sunday before Advent 




  8.00am  Holy Communion    




11.00am  Eucharist & Sunday School  




  3.00pm  Holy Baptism




  6.30pm  Evensong

Monday

  7th 
  4.30pm  North Worcester Churches meet

Tuesday

  8th
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer


Thursday
10th 
10.30am  Holy Communion




  7.30pm  Diocesan Synod
  


 

Friday

11th 
  7.00pm  MUGgle Choir Practice

Sunday

13th 
Remembrance Sunday




  8.00am  Holy Communion




10.40am  Act of Remembrance




11.00am  Remembrance Service




  6.30pm  Evensong

Monday

14th 
  9.30am
 Staff Meeting




Tuesday 
15th 
  1.30pm  Little Fish Club

  4.30pm  Evening Prayer

  7.30pm  PCC Meeting




Thursday
17th 
10.30am  Holy Communion

Friday

18th 
  7.30pm  YAC

Saturday
19th 
12.30pm  Wedding 

Sunday

20th     
Christ the King

  
  8.00am  Holy Communion    




11.00am  Eucharist & Sunday School




  4.30pm  THANKSGIVING FOR OUR LIGHTS

Monday

21st    
  7.30pm  Deanery Finance Committee

Tuesday

22nd  
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer  

Thursday
24th   
10.30am  Holy Communion



  7.30pm  Deanery Eucharist

Friday
25th 
  7.00pm  Choir Practice


Saturday
26th 
10.00am  MESSY CHURCH in the Institute

 

Sunday
27th 
Advent Sunday



  8.00am  Holy Communion



11.00am  Eucharist & Sunday School



  3.00pm  Holy Baptism



  6.30pm  United Service for Advent at St Stephens


Tuesday
29th 
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer


Holy BaptisM

28th August
Meghan Emma Digger

28th August
Poppy Ellen Griffiths

28th August
Chloe Isabella Starkey

28th August
Layla Zara Turner

28th August
Freddie George Turner Wynn

28th August
James Louis Bradshaw-King

28th August
Harry James Atkinson

28th August
Benjamin Luke Atkinson

11th September
Samuel Roy Hunt

11th September
Evelyn Rachel Ann Hunt

11th September
James Sebastian Symon

18th September
Victoria Lee Briand

25th September
William James Sadler

25th September
Taylor Harry Roberts

  8th October
Edward Peter Cridlan White Andrews Underwood

  9th October
David John Polhill

  9th October
Rachel Elizabeth Pollhill

  9th October
Edward William Dearnley Polhill

  9th October
Heidi Elizabeth Anne Polhill

  9th October
Beatrix Sophia Belle Polhill

  9th October
Sophia Rose Nicola Smith

  9th October
Nathan Paul Frost

HOLY MATRIMONY

27th August
Gareth John Hall & Laura May Fowles

  3rd September
Nicholas John Bates & Rhiannon Louise Bailey

10th September
Paul Lessemun & Jennifer Sarah Lea

10th September
Stephen John Jones & Michelle Nicola Marston

17th September
Nicholas Commerford Martin & Lisa Jane Farrington

23rd September
Grant Stewart Bishop & Christina Ursula Stokes

24th September
Alexander Joseph Polycarpe Barry & Nina Marie Watkins

24th September
Steven Michael Lane & Adele Marie Hemmings

CHRISTIAN BURIAL AND CREMATION
19th September    Nora Ella 'Rona' Gaylor  aged 104 years

GOD’S OWN PUB CLUB &
SUNDAY SCHOOL

Thank you to all the parents who sent produce for the Harvest boxes that we made in Sunday School and Pub Club for the Harvest Festival. The children also made cards and pictures to be given to the people who had gifts distributed to them.
In November we will be continuing with the story of Moses moving on to the Ten Commandments. Our challenge as leaders will be to help the children see the relevance of these commandments in our lives today. Another of our topics will be to consider Christ as “the King” and try to encourage the children to see what sort of a King Jesus was.
We will also begin the serious business of preparing for our annual Advent service that the children lead on Sunday 11thDecember; we look forward to meeting you all there.
Children are always welcome to join us, just come along any Sunday, visit our website (www.clainesfriends.org.uk) or call me on 01905 754561 (or email ann@clainesfriends.org.uk) for further details.
Ann Sansome
PET SERVICE
Well over 100 people and their pets attended the very popular pet service on Sunday 25th September
The rain disappeared, as pets of every description began to arrive at Church.  Causing the greatest stir were a racoon and a meerkat, but they were joined by an array of creatures “great and small” – from a stick insect to mice; terrapins to a tortoise; a chicken to a cat and such a collection of dogs!
Jan Hayden just had control of her wonderful large dog and Paul Fulbrook guided in his lovely old dog, but none were as proud as the lovely children from cubs, guides, brownies and rainbows, who brought in dogs of every “variety” and pets of every shape and size!  Cuddly, well loved toy pets joined the large congregation of adults and children ... there was even a ‘blue’ elephant!
Revd Stephen Agnew led the service, and Revd Nick Kaleniuk gave the address, punctuated at just the right moments by contributions from the dogs!  The children were very involved: reading, explaining posters they had created on caring for their pets and leading prayers.
Hymns were sung with great gusto, especially “All things Bright and Beautiful” and as the lovely service ended, a wonderful organ voluntary by organist, Ivan Oliver, ably assisted by his own dog who sat as good as gold next to Ivan throughout the service, included a variation of Old MacDonald Had a Farm and of course ... the theme tune to Vicar of Dibley!!
All the creatures were wonderfully behaved throughout and the bucket and mop tucked discreetly around the corner of the vestry was not needed at all!  And all the dogs received well deserved dog treats on the way out!
Dorothy Owen

We were very sad to learn of the passing of Dorothy Owen in the first week of October. She had spent a very short time in hospital and had passed away quietly there.

Dorothy was the wife of a long time Vicar of Claines, David Owen, and had been a major part of this parish for some 30 years. Dorothy was a very able historian, and much of our understanding of the history of our parish as portrayed on the website and around church in our 1050th celebration of the founding of Claines is due to the work that Dorothy undertook. A number of parishioners kept in touch with her and some, like myself visited her in her house in Grimley.

Our sympathies go out to her family, and I am sure that we would all like to express our gratitude for her commitment to this parish over many years.

Stephen
LIGHTING CELEBRATION

Our lighting and rewiring project in church has been a major undertaking, both in terms of financial cost and nervous energy! Having reached the conclusion of the project we would like to celebrate that conclusion on the afternoon of Sunday 20th November. We will be holding a short service of Thanksgiving and a concert with refreshments served. We hope to invite many people who were instrumental in completing the project to come along and celebrate with us and we hope that you will come along too.

Stephen
MOTHERS’ UNION
Our meetings in November will be:_

Tuesday 8th November – 2.00pm – The Church Hall 


Planning our meetings and fundraising events for 2012

Wednesday 9th November – 7.30pm – The Institute


Speaker :  Sandra Ashcroft – “Members who have Inspired Me”

All are welcome at our meetings. 

Gwen Clifford
MAGAZINE ARTICLES

Please let me have articles by 7th of the month prior to publication. Editor: Stephen Taylor, The Crest, 257 Droitwich Road, Fernhill Heath, Worcester WR3 7UH
T: 01905 457165 
E: taylor.crest@tinyworld.co.uk
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