FROM THE VICAR

On 19th March we held a meeting of representatives from St George’s Church, Worcester, St Stephen’s Church, Worcester and our own church at Bishop Perowne College. The aim of that meeting was for each of us to listen to the stories of one another’s churches and to start to think about how we might meet the challenges of the future, and how we might work together as Christian churches within the northern part of Worcester encompassed by our parish boundaries. We were enabled in our task by two consultants, Robin Coates and Jane Allen, who gave freely of their time and energy and who guided us through the whole day. Our task was made much more efficient and pleasant by members of St Barnabas’ Church who supported the venture by making tea and coffee throughout the day and setting out the food for the shared lunch which we all enjoyed.

And what of the day itself? As we listened to one another we recognised the similarities and the differences which existed between us, and we saw that the similarities were far more numerous than the differences. We also recognised that for St George’s church there were particular sensitivities and challenges over the lack of their own parish priest.

Having listened to each of the churches our task was to look forward and to think about how we might ‘be church’ for this part of Worcester over the next 20 or so years. This process encouraged some ‘blue sky thinking’ and some artistic talents emerged as we prepared and explained posters which might represent the future church within our parishes. We then listened to a presentation which the children in the crèche had worked on during the day which focussed on their view of the church.

So, did we find an answer to our challenges? No! Nor were we ever likely to in one short day. But we did find the will and desire to search together for a more cooperative and coherent approach to mission and ministry within our parishes. As a result of that day a group comprising members of all three churches has met together and started to draw together the threads of all the material and responses which came out of the day – and after Easter that material will be available for each of the church congregations to read. 

AND at the beginning of May there will be a meeting of the 3 Church Steering group to plan actions for the future. We recognise the importance of visible actions happening as a result of this meeting, and so be on the watch for something new as all the goodwill and enthusiasm of the 70 or so members of our congregations who attended that day is transferred into action.

Thank you to all those who came and contributed to the day, I am sure that you found it tiring but hopefully very worthwhile as well. Our thanks must go especially to Robin and Jane for their gifts of time and expertise in this area of ‘Future Search’.

Revd Stephen Agnew
Revd Stephen Agnew

The Vicarage, Claines Lane, Worcester WR3 7RN T: 01905 754772
revsmagnew@yahoo.com
Revd Nick Kaleniuk

1 Tamarisk Close, Claines, Worcester, WR3 7LE   T: 01905 458331
nicholas.kaleniuk@btinternet.com
CHURCHWARDENS
John Dorrell, 3 Thistle Close, Claines, Worcester WR3 7LW  T: 01905 458855

Sylvia Duggan, 1 Courtland Close, Worcester WR3 7RB  T: 01905 453743
Keep up with the parish through the internet

The Parish Website address is: www.clainesfriends.org.uk
PARISH CALENDAR – MAY  

Sunday

  1st  
Second Sunday of Easter 




  8.00am  Holy Communion    




11.00am  Sung Eucharist




  3.00pm  Wedding






  6.30pm  Evensong

Tuesday

  3rd  
12noon
 Clergy Chapter Service  

  4.30pm  Evening Prayer


Thursday
  5th 
10.30am  Holy Communion 

Friday

  6th 
  7.30pm  YAC 


 

Sunday

  8th 
Third Sunday of Easter




  8.00am  Holy Communion




11.00am  All age Service




  3.00pm  Confirmation Service at St George’s




  6.30pm  Evening Prayer  (Said)

Monday

  9th 
  9.30am  Staff Meeting 

Tuesday 
10th 
  4.30pm  Meeting of North Worcester Churches




  7.30pm  Meeting of the 3 Churches Steering Group

Thursday
12th 
10.30am  Holy Communion  

Friday

13th 
  7.30pm   YAC

Saturday
14th 
10.00am  Marriage Preparation Day

Sunday

15th  
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

  
  8.00am  Holy Communion    




11.00am  Eucharist 




  3.00pm  Holy Baptism




  6.30pm  Evensong

Tuesday

17th   
  1.30pm  Little Fish Club

  4.30pm  Evening Prayer  

Thursday 
19th   
10.30am  Holy Communion



ARCHDEACON’S VISITATION

Friday
20th  
  1.30pm  Wedding



  7.30pm  YAC

Saturday
21st  
  1.00pm  Renewal of Marriage Vows

Sunday

22nd  
  8.00am  Holy Communion



11.00am  Eucharist 



  3.00pm  Holy Baptism



  6.30pm  Evensong

Monday 
23rd  
  9.30am  Staff Meeting

Tuesday
24th 
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer

Wednesday
25th 
  7.30pm  Admission of Wardens

Thursday
26th 
10.30am  Holy Communion

Friday
27th 
  7.00pm  MUGgle Choir Rehearsal

Saturday
28th 
10.30am  Memorial Service 



12.30pm  Wedding

Sunday
29th 
Rogation Sunday



  8.00am  Holy Communion



11.00am  Matins



  6.30pm  Evensong

Tuesday
31st 
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer


Parish Registers

HOLY BAPTISM

27th March
Harriet Louise Broadhurst

27th March
Mae Elizabeth Billings

  3rd April

Jack Alexander Kear

HOLY MATRIMONY

25th March
Tom Anthony Adams & Zoe Cox


CHRISTIAN BURIAL AND CREMATION

17th March
Joan (Pip) Attwood aged 87 years

18th March 
Valerie Joy Gillett aged 77 years

  4th April

Brian Stanley Jones aged 75 years

MAGAZINE ARTICLES - Please let me have articles by 7th of the month prior to publication. Editor: Stephen Taylor, The Crest, 257 Droitwich Road, Fernhill Heath, Worcester WR3 7UH T: 01905 457165 Email: taylor.crest@tinyworld.co.uk
LITTLE FISH                                                                   
THANK YOU to everyone who took part in the ‘ALL AGE’ service in March. The atmosphere, readings, prayers and refreshments were great and the new banners filled the church with bright dazzling colours. We look forward to seeing you at our next ‘ALL AGE’ service on May 8th.

The theme for our March meeting was ‘FRIENDSHIP’. We focused on kind hands & sharing and how friends can help.

 Lorraine Deeprose 
& Judy Hooper

GOD’S OWN PUB CLUB &
SUNDAY SCHOOL
This month we will be celebrating and responding to the amazing events following the resurrection of Jesus. We will focus on Jesus as our friend and companion on the journey of life. Please pray for the children that they will come to know Jesus as a real presence in their lives. Someone they can turn to when things are tough and who they can love and worship anywhere and anytime. Pray also that the adults who care for them will be good examples in all that they say and do and will be confident in the love of the Risen Lord themselves.

Children are always welcome to join us, just come along any Sunday or call me on 01905 754561 (or email ann@clainesfriends.org.uk) for further details.

Ann Sansome
Youth At Claines

(YAC)
Come dine with me competition - Part 1

 

On Friday 1st April the first round of our "Come Dine with Me" competition took place. Part of the hall was turned into a dining room with the tables set and decorated so well they would have rivalled any found in some top restaurants.

We all gathered for our "God Slot" where we talked about Jesus' feeding of the multitudes with fishes and loaves before our chefs took their place in the kitchen to create their own culinary miracles. And they certainly came up with the goods.   The diners were seated and offered canapes, followed by melon boats.

The main course was a delicious chicken and bacon carbonara with fussilli pasta served with garlic bread and this was followed by a Yacky Yac Dessert (a mouth watering concoction of muffins layered between chocolate mousse and whipped cream, topped with chocolate flakes and wafers!!!!!!!).  All this was washed down with fresh orange juice. 

 

The judges were suitably impressed and looked forward to the next round which took place on April 15th.  From what I have heard they were in for another good evening of entertainment and culinary delights - watch this space for an update in the next issue plus the announcement of which team won!!!

Jan Hayden

Can Nick Beat the Bounds?

On May 29th, the Curate of Claines, Nick Kaleniuk will attempt to “Beat the Bounds” of the Parish of Claines.

Or will the Bounds Beat Nick?

Beating the Bounds is an ancient tradition of walking the boundaries of the parish, coinciding with Rogation, when the lands and crops of the parish are blessed.

Nick will bring a new dimension to this as he attempts to cover the entire 9 mile route using a variety of transport types.

He will be using a scooter, cycling, jogging, riding a horse, canoeing, and hitching a ride on a tractor and motorbike!

Members of the parish are welcome to join him on parts of his route or observe him at viewpoints along the way. He will set off after Morning Service at Claines around 12.00 and we hope he will return to the Church sometime that afternoon!

Nick will do this to raise money for Claines Church and Youth at Claines. He will also be wearing a cassock and collar to make sure he gets noticed along the way.

Please support Nick in this great attempt! Join him for some or part of the journey, pick up a sponsorship form with further details from Church, or look at the Claines Friends website for all details, where you can donate on line also.

http://www.clainesfriends.org.uk/bounds.html
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 2011

The Christian Aid Week collection this year is 15th to 21st May. Some of our collectors from previous years have gone and we are looking for some new collectors to join our team. If you can spare a couple of hours to give out and collect the Christian Aid envelopes from houses in your area we would love to hear from you. This house-to-house collection is very important for Christian Aid in the work they do - please support us.

If you would like to help contact us by 'phone on 454499, or speak to us or one of the clergy in Church. Thank you.

                                                                          David and Joan Ritchie
FAVOURITE PRAYER FOR THE MONTH
As you read this many of you will be about to set out to deliver and collect Christian Aid Envelopes.  A prayer for Christian Aid week:

For laughter where there were tears;

For resilient communities more able to withstand disasters;

For voices speaking out against injustice,

which were previously silenced.

For feasting where there was hunger;

For all the ways that Christian Aid is helping 

to transform communities,

enabling our sisters and brothers to live fuller lives.

Thanks be to God.

We are a part of that.

Thanks be to God!

Amen

Please, if you have a prayer that you would like included in any of the intercessions I do at evensong then pass a copy to me.  I am always on the lookout for new and interesting prayers.

You may also have a favourite prayer that you would like to see in this magazine.

Speak to me in Church or email me at  BRADY407@btinternet.com 

John Brady
Messy Church
This is an initiative growing in popularity throughout our diocese  and one which we would love to see established here in Claines.

Usually operating on a monthly basis, children and their parents are invited into Church for a couple of hours of art and craft activities based on a Bible Story or theme. This is followed by a short “celebration” and then lunch.

I am currently liaising with Emma Pettifer, the Diocesan Coordinator for Messy Church, to find a date on which she could come and talk to us about this in more detail. In the meantime, please let me know if you think this something with which you would like to become involved.

Sarah Cottrill

MOTHERS’ UNION
Thank you to everyone who came along to our first fundraiser this year, a Spring Coffee Morning at Sandra Ashcroft’s home.  A pleasant morning was spent with friends and we managed to raise over £200 to contribute to the Mothers’ Union Relief Funds at home and abroad.  

I have just returned from our April afternoon meeting where each member brought along a favourite piece of literature, poem or music to share with us all.  It is always a surprise to discover what a wide range of literature and music a small group of people can produce to give such enjoyment.  Thank you ladies. As I write this item some of our members are away on the pilgrimage to Turkey and we look forward to seeing their photos and listening to their experiences at one of our meetings later in the year. 

Our meetings in May are:-

Tuesday 10th May – Lunch Out for our afternoon group

 Wednesday 11 May – 7.30pm – The Pilgrimage with Jan Kear.

We always welcome new faces at all our meetings. 

Gwen Clifford
NORTH CLAINES W.I.
Much to the surprise of the members of North Claines WI, some of them were skipping and jumping at the April meeting. John Turrell was our speaker and he was talking about and getting audience participation in childhood games and rhymes and memories. We are a disparate group not all by any means born and brought up in Worcester or even Worcestershire, so it was interesting to hear the wide variations in the rhymes, counting games etc.

A large skipping rope was produced and, with John Turrell holding one end and one of our Members the other, two brave Members taking turns (of course) jumped into the turning rope and were skipping away; the Member holding the rope even turned sideways and jumped with it!

Prior to Mr. Turrell’s talk, one of our Members, Greta, who had been our delegate, gave a very entertaining report of the Federation Annual Council Meeting. The two speakers this year were Mr. Stephen Thrush Breast Care Consultant at Worcester Royal Hospital and Stephen Leonard of “Vets in Practice”. Some tales from Stephen Leonard and one in particular relating to two baby orangutans had us in fits of laughter.

More details about North Claines WI may be found at northclaineswi.moonfruit.co.uk

Heather Pitts
Bevere’s second island
Local historians and residents are piecing together interesting fragments of Bevere’s past which show that the picturesque hamlet just beyond the northern edge of Worcester was almost certainly created as a beauty spot during the eighteenth century.
It would appear that the medieval village around Claines Church was largely dismantled to establish views across the fields from Bevere in the style characteristic of eighteenth century landscape architects like Humphry Repton.
The hamlet of Bevere was deliberately set into a natural dip, now Bevere Green, and planted with a cathedral grove of tall trees.  There are only two ways into and out of Bevere and these routes are part of the original landscaping; via both, Bevere Green is hidden round a corner and opens out in front of you as a surprise:  Bevere’s second island in the woods.

This, however, is at risk from two developers who are taking advantage of certain technical opportunities in planning policy to rush through pragmatic applications whose primary motivation is profit.  Little regard is being shown for the character of the area, and its special landscape history is being disregarded.  Bellway Homes and Cala Homes have each (separately) submitted applications to build, between them, 324 dwellings on the fields around the Gwillams Farm Shop.

The appropriate process for the consideration of any building development should be planning-led.  The Planning Policy should come first, determining how much housing is needed and where it should be built.  Then the developers may bid for sites.  At present, the gap between the outgoing and the incoming planning strategies, together with a loophole in Wychavon’s 5-year housing land supply, have seen this process reversed.  Developers are seizing the opportunity to call the shots, deciding where they will build, how many houses they will put up, and what the houses will look like.  Desirable sites like the Gwillam’s fields are highly vulnerable to predatory approaches of this kind.

We should all give the proper process a chance to work.  This means objecting to inappropriate development plans (like those from Bellway and Cala) and engaging in debate about the level, type and location of strategically necessary housing.  The Bevere Development Opposition Group aims to challenge these applications in the most effective way, and is engaging in discussions with planning officers and District Councillors, among others. To find out more about the group’s work and about Bevere, please visit www.beveregreen.co.uk.  The more support for good development, the better.
COMMUNITY GARDENING
Here is something you would not expect to find the Church of England and the BBC doing together: encouraging you and your neighbours to grow vegetables.

But now a new national community growing project has been launched, with both the Church and the BBC actively involved. The aim is to get neighbours to help each other to grow fruit and vegetables in their own gardens.

Grow Zones has been created with ‘new growers’ especially in mind. It wants to enable local teams of people who enjoy their gardens to share their skills and tools, and to produce food - which will eliminate food miles. Grow Zones has produced a resource kit which will help a group get started - without necessarily having any expert knowledge.

Grow Zones is supported by Shrinking the Footprint, the Church of England's national environmental campaign, and endorsed by a BBC Gardening expert, Alys Fowler.

Alys Fowler says: "Grow Zones is a brilliant resource for anyone who wants to gather some like-minded people together to get gardening. Now all you have to do is get out there!”

David Shreeve, the Church of England's national environment adviser, says: "Churches and faith groups are ideally placed to establish Grow Zones. Many younger families have the enthusiasm, whilst older people often have the gardens.” Grow Zones will provide more than vegetables – “ it can produce a very real sense of community.”

Grow Zones is supported by the Big Lottery Fund's Local Food scheme. It was started by EarthAbbey (www.earthabbey.com) and piloted by the Rev. Chris Sunderland, a priest in Bristol Diocese. Chris Sunderland says: "Grow Zones shows that it seems easier for people to make friends over shared work."

Rogation Sunday – 29TH MAY
Rogation means an asking of God - for blessing on the seed and land for the year ahead. It is appropriate in any emergency, war, plague, drought or foul weather.
The practice began with the Romans, who invoked the help of the gods Terminus and Ambarvalia. In those days a crowd moved in procession around the cornfields, singing and dancing, sacrificing animals, and driving away Winter with sticks. They wanted to rid the cornfields of evil.

About 465 the Western world was suffering from earthquake, storm and epidemic. So Mamertius, Bishop of Vienne, aware of the popular pagan custom, ordered that prayers should be said in the ruined or neglected fields on the days leading up to Ascension. With his decision, ‘beating the bounds’ became a Christian ceremonial.
Rogation-tide arrived in England early in the eighth century, and became a fixed and perennial asking for help of the Christian God. On Rogation-tide, a little party would set out to trace the boundaries of the parish. At the head marched the bishop or the priest, with a minor official bearing a Cross, and after them the people of the parish, with schoolboys and their master trailing along. Most of them held slender wands of willow.

At certain points along the route, at well-known landmarks like a bridge or stile or ancient tree, the Cross halted, the party gathered about the priest, and a litany or rogation was said, imploring God to send seasonable wealth, keep the corn and roots and boughs in good health, and bring them to an ample harvest. At one point beer and cheese would be waiting.
In the days when maps were neither common nor accurate, there was much to be said for ‘beating the bounds’ - still very common as late as the reign of Queen Victoria. Certainly parish boundaries rarely came into dispute, for everyone knew them. Do you know yours today? – let’s hope Nick does!
Facts and Figures

The Diocese of Worcester is one of 44 dioceses in the Church of England. It covers an area of 671 square miles and includes parishes in the County of Worcestershire, the Metropolitan Borough of Dudley, and a few parishes in northern Gloucestershire, south east Wolverhampton and Sandwell.

The diocese was founded in around 679 by St Theodore of Canterbury for the tribe of the Hwicce. Today the diocese has 190 parishes, 281 churches and 163 stipendiary clergy. The diocese is divided into two Archdeaconries, the Archdeaconry of Worcester and the Archdeaconry of Dudley.

The work of the Diocese of Worcester is directed through the Diocesan Synod and organised through its boards and committees. The Diocesan budget is £6.8 million, £4.5 million of this is raised by parishes.

The Bishop of Worcester is the Rt Revd Dr John Inge and the Suffragan Bishop is the Bishop of Dudley, the Rt Revd David Walker.

CHURCH BLOOMERS
These sentences (with all the bloomers) actually appeared in church bulletins or were announced in church services:  

--------------------------

The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals. 

-------------------------- 

The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the Water.' The sermon tonight: 'Searching for Jesus.' 

-------------------------- 

Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of those things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands. 
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