FROM THE VICAR

At the time of writing the news is dominated by the election, and it will remain the central story for a number of weeks to come. We may get ‘fed up’ with all the electioneering and its reporting, but in a democracy such as ours it is important that we do engage with this process, as it affects each one of us, and we should not ignore the importance nor the historic costliness of the right to vote. A cursory glance at British history leaves us in no doubt that the right to have a say in the government of our country came at a price which others from time past have had to pay, but we retain the benefit. 

The question which many of us will face over the next month is: ‘How do we judge who we should vote for?’ A subtext might be: ‘Is there a specifically Christian viewpoint to take into account when we cast our vote?’ The Bible seems to point in two different directions with regard to our view of power and authorities. On the one hand we are urged in the letter of Paul to the Romans and the first letter of Peter to be submissive and accepting of powers as sent by God to rule over us, whereas the prophetic tradition of the Old Testament which shows itself powerfully in both the lives of John the Baptist and Jesus is to uphold justice and God’s ways often in opposition to worldly powers.

In a country which has a Christian heritage and at least nominally hears a Christian viewpoint then such a viewpoint is valid. Perhaps part of that viewpoint, which relates to the prophetic tradition, is something which we have heard over the past year within politics, namely the public outcry at the misuse of public money by some members of parliament in their expense claims. The prophetic tradition of people like Amos, Isaiah and Micah is to be critical of the powerful when they abuse their power, John the Baptist and Jesus were part of that tradition. The fact that people have been scandalized by the revelations of ludicrous practice of some MPs in their expenses claims is a reassuring thing. It has been made clear that the populace expect a certain moral standard of its members of parliament. Whilst this is not exclusively a Christian point of view it is clearly expressed within the Christian message. 

The damaging thing about these revelations is that public trust in politicians has been eroded and the cynics who claim that: ‘They’re all in it for what they can get,’ seem to have proved their point. Undoubtedly damage has been done but with renewed parliamentary controls and a renewed sense of awareness amongst the public, that damage need not be terminal, especially when we consider that a Christian understanding allows for repentance and restitution.

None of this helps us to cast our vote in any particular direction. Perhaps in order to obtain help for this we need to turn our backs on the usual view of electoral pledges which comes across on the news reports as ‘What’s in it for us?’ Instead of asking that question we should ask the Kingdom question ‘What’s in it for the least powerful members of society?’ That is very much at the heart of the gospel – in fact you can read it in Matthew 25: 40.

Perhaps if we ask that question of ourselves on 6th May we will be casting our votes as Christians, and helping in some small way to bring in God’s Kingdom through the democratic process.
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PARISH CALENDAR –  MAY

Sunday

  2nd   
Fifth Sunday of Easter




  8.00am  Holy Communion    




11.00am  Eucharist & Sunday School




  6.30pm  Evensong

Tuesday

  4th 
12noon    Clergy Chapter Meeting 

  5.00pm  Evening Prayer

Wednesday
  5th 
Archdeacon’s Visitation (ALL DAY)

Thursday
  6th 
10.30am  Holy Communion

Friday

  7th 
  7.30pm  Church Bowling Evening

Sunday

  9th 
Sixth Sunday of Easter (Rogation Sunday)




  8.00am  Holy Communion




11.00am  All age Service




  3.00pm  Holy Baptism




  6.30pm  Evensong

This week is Christian Aid Week

Monday

10th 
  9.30am  Staff Meeting




  7.30pm  Bible Study Group meet

Tuesday

11th 
  5.00pm  Evening Prayer




  7.30pm  PCC meet
Ascension Day
13th     
10.30am  Holy Communion




  7.30pm  Confirmation at St Stephen’s

Friday

14th 
  7.00pm  MUGgle Choir rehearsal

Saturday
15th 
10.30am  Marriage Preparation Day
  

  

Sunday 

16th 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 




  8.00am  Holy Communion




11.00am  Eucharist & Sunday School




  6.30pm  Evensong 

Monday

17th 
  7.30pm  Bible Study Group meet

Tuesday

18th 
  1.00pm  Little Fish Picnic in Church

  5.00pm  Evening Prayer

Thursday
20th   
10.30am  Holy Communion

Friday
21st   
  7.00pm  Children’s Choir Practice

Sunday
23rd  
PENTECOST


  8.00am
  Holy Communion



11.00am  Eucharist & Sunday School



  3.00pm  Holy Baptism 



  6.30pm  Evensong

Monday
24th 
  7.30pm  Bible Study Group meet

Tuesday
25th 
  5.00pm  Evening Prayer

Thursday 
27th 
10.30am  Holy Communion



  7.30pm  Admission of Churchwardens

Friday
28th 
  7.00pm  MUGgle Choir rehearsal

Saturday
29th 
  1.00pm  Wedding



  3.00pm  Wedding


Sunday
30th  
Trinity Sunday



  8.00am  Holy Communion



11.00am  Matins & Sunday School



  6.30pm  Evensong

Parish Registers

Holy Baptism

28th March
Henri John Veale

28th March
Rhys James Hopkins

28th March
Thomas James Anthony O’Neill

28th March
Liam William Laurence Ingram

  4th April
Jessica Abbie Rouse

11th April
Joshua Kerton

11th April
Grace Ann Simmonds

11th April
Freya Lily Skelton

11th April
Grace Lily Undy

CHRISTIAN BURIAL AND CREMATION

18th March
Tom Warner aged 85 years

25th March
Philip Edward Morrell aged 63 years

12th April
Raymond George Bradley aged 85 years

15th April
Kenneth Johnson aged 88 years

MAGAZINE ARTICLES - Please let me have articles by 7th of the month prior to publication. Editor: Stephen Taylor, The Crest, 257 Droitwich Road, Fernhill Heath, Worcester WR3 7UH T: 01905 457165 Email: taylor.crest@tinyworld.co.uk
WOODEN SPOON

Rugby’s charity supporting children and young people

disadvantaged physically, mentally or socially

 COACH TRIP TO LONDON
Saturday 15th May 2010

Depart Northwick Road 8.00am

TICKETS: £14.00

Contact  Margaret Sturdy

Tel: 01905 456624
CLAINES CHURCH FLOWER GUILD
With such a very cold winter this year we were wondering if we would have any Spring flowers this year in time for our Mothering Sunday posies and for  Easter, but nature always comes right doesn’t it with a spectacular display of Daffodils and Tulips,.

Many thanks to all who joined us to make up the Posies for Mothering Sunday; everyone seemed to love them, especially the Ladies who received them.

Thanks also to all who came to help decorate the church for Easter, and to all who donated towards the Lilies and Easter flowers in memory of loved ones.  It was lovely to have some new Ladies who came and joined us for both occasions; we sincerely hope they enjoyed it and will come again.

Once again thank you all.

Pat Harris
EVENTS COMMITTEE

Our most important forthcoming event is the fete on Saturday June 19th 2pm to 5pm.
WE NEED YOUR HELP for this event.  All hands to the pumps since this is our most important fund raising event of the year.
We need lots of helpers and volunteers to help in lots of ways  -  man stalls, set up, etc.

We also need donations of various items [Can you help here?) …

· Small items for the bottle tombola

· Raffle prizes

· Cakes for the cake stall

· Craft items

· Good quality books [Please not just a chuck out of all the old books you don’t want!]

· Bottle of whiskey

· Good quality bric a brac

· Small items for bran tub prizes

Please put any donations on the pews by the north porch.  There will eventually be boxes for you to put donations into.
If you can help in any other way please contact:

· The Vicar and his team

· Rev. Jenny Hayward – our chair for 2010  - 29545

· John Brady 453005 or BRADY407@btinternet.com
Or come along to our next committee meeting in the institute at 7pm on Monday 26th April 2010 – you would be most welcome.

We really are keen to get as many people as possible involved.
John Brady
A New Pilgrimage

Just before Easter last year a group of 34 of us travelled to the Holy Land and visited many of the sites associated with Jesus’ life and ministry in Israel/Palestine and Jordan. We all had a great time, being exhausted but also inspired by the places we visited and the people we met. We travelled around the Sea of Galilee as far north as the source of the River Jordan, and then visited ancient cities such as Jerash and Petra in Jordan before crossing the River Jordan to arrive in Jerusalem where we joined the Palm Sunday procession from the Mount of Olives.

For many of us it was the journey of a lifetime and so many familiar Bible stories have taken on a new significance because we have seen their setting. One of the things we discovered on our journey was that we all got on with one another and had a great shared experience. One of the questions which I have been asked by many of last year’s pilgrims is: “What are we going to do next?” It is in response to that question that I am starting to plan a further Parish Pilgrimage to Turkey where we will visit Istanbul and then travel to the sites of the seven churches mentioned in Revelation and Ephesus, classical cities from which our Christian faith travelled westwards through the missionary activity of St John and St Paul. This pilgrimage is scheduled for next April, departing on 7th April 2011 and returning on 17th April.

If you are interested in learning more about this pilgrimage contact the Vicar and he will send you literature about our next Parish Pilgrimage.

Stephen
PARISH WALK

Rogation Sunday is traditionally a time when parishioners walked the boundaries of the parish and asked for God’s blessing upon the parish and all those who lived within it.

In Claines we are fortunate in having a parish boundary which is a very pleasant, if long, walk. Our boundaries take us  along the River Severn and alongside the Droitwich and Worcester and Birmingham Canals. 

We will be walking at least part of the boundary on Sunday 9th May, starting at Church at 12.30pm and heading straight for the Northwick Slip where we will enjoy our picnic lunches. You are most welcome to join us for part of the walk, just come along (& bring your wet weather clothes!).

Stephen
Rewiring and Relighting of Church

We hope that over the next few months work will start on our rewiring and relighting scheme. We will have to put up with some inconvenience as the work is done, though we will try to keep this to a minimum.

As you may have read in the Easter Leaflet we still need your financial help to complete the project. We have so far received a grant of £10K from Entrust and have applied for other grants, but there is likely to be a shortfall of some £10K. Can you help us make up that shortfall?

Stephen
THANK YOU

Thank you Annette Summers for producing our Easter Leaflet and to all those people who distributed it around the houses of the parish. I think that we got it out to everyone in record time – so many thanks.

Stephen
NORTH CLAINES W.I.

On a lovely sunny spring evening North Claines met for their April meeting and what a fun meeting it was.

There was nothing to indicate how we were going to be entertained when our speaker Chris Evans arrived with a large suitcase. With one or two matters drawn to our members’ attention in particular our Kurling night with a ploughman’s supper on the 21st April Mr. Evans was introduced.

He had travelled up from Cheltenham to introduce us to his passion –not for fine wines and beautiful paintings or even Gloucestershire’s lovely scenery – but the potato.  His talk went up and down dales and with stories long and short. Chris had us in fits of laughter and at other times rapt with attention. We discovered a variety of potato called Mona Lisa and the painting glorifying this is a wonder to behold!

What came out of his suitcase towards the end of his talk I will leave you to discover but his piece de resistance was totally unexpected and our laughter was pealing around the hall. What greater medicine can you have?

Our next meeting is at 7.15pm on the 5th May at Bishop Allenby Hall Droitwich Road Worcester when we will be discussing the WI resolution for this year and “attempting” with lots of fun and laughter to hold a Members’ auction. More details may be found at northclaineswi@moonfruit.co.uk 

Heather Pitts
MOTHERS’ UNION
Thank you to all  Mothers’ Union members, members of our congregation, friends and neighbours who came along to our Coffee Morning just before Easter in Fernhill Heath. It was an enjoyable get together and we raised nearly £300 which will be put towards the Mothers’ Union “Make a Mother’s Day” Appeal.  Our donation will give a hand to three specific projects.  It will help towards training M.U. workers to assist HIV/AIDs suffers in Africa and Central America to care for themselves and their families within their own homes.  Another part of our donation will go towards training M.U. workers in trauma and reconciliation counselling throughout previously war torn Kenya and Rwanda.  And finally, we will be helping towards our new “Passionate about Parenting” project in the UK which aims to help moms and dads with their parenting skills. So a big thank you for getting our 2010 funding raising off to a good start.  

We have just heard that a group of Mothers’ Union members from Uganda will be visiting Worcester Diocese in July and we have invited them to join us in Claines on July 13.  One member of this Group has worked in Kandago.  More information about this in the next church magazine.

Our planned events in May are:-

Tuesday 11 May – 2pm – in the Church Hall

         Speaker : Bea McGowan – “The Mothers’ Union Work in Peru”

Wednesday 12 May – Our evening group will be enjoying their annual dinner 

                                                                at a venue to be arranged. 

Tuesday 25 May – 2.30pm – Martley & Worcester M.U. Festival at St Georges Church, Barbourne.

And finally, Claines Mothers Union will be manning the Bottle Tombola Stall at the Church Fete again this year.  So we need lots of bottles!!  Please place your donation in the box which will be sitting on the pew by the North Door.  All contributions greatly appreciated. 

Gwen Clifford 
Favourite Prayer for thE month
By the time you read this we will have a new government of whatever complexion. A prayer for those who will form that government:-

Lord, we pray for all those who follow a political calling.  Strengthen them in the burden of responsibility that we place upon them.

Guide those who shape political programmes that they may plan for the good of all society and not set neighbour against neighbour, class against class, region against region.

Encourage those who act as advocates for the oppressed within our society and who seek to channel political power into the cause of justice for everyone.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord,

Amen

Please, if you have a prayer that you would like included in any of the intercessions I do at evensong then pass a copy to me.  I am always on the lookout for new and interesting prayers.

You may also have a favourite prayer that you would like to see in this magazine.
Speak to me in Church or email me at  BRADY407@btinternet.com 

John Brady
THE GALLERY AT BEVERE
30th April – 30th May
Of the Earth – Chris Carter

A solo show by one of the singular voices of studio ceramics

Chris Carter's personal involvement with farming and the landscape give him a special empathy with his native Britain. He's a genuine "son of the soil" who has worked the land for a living and who still works with some of the substance of that "land" to make his vessels.


Within the many layers of his unique glazes, that are first built up and then partially taken back with abrasion and multiple firings, there is contained a search for the essence of an ancient landscape and for the shadows of its creators.

These gleanings, so passionately sought, reveal themselves only gradually, like flint artefacts occasionally turned up by the plough
An Evening With Chris Carter - Thursday 29th April 6.30 - 8.30pm 
Join Chris for an exclusive evening; listen to him talk of his motivations and influences and discuss with him a number of his pots. Chris will then give a guided walk around the show allowing you the opportunity to preview his new works first hand and have the opportunity to buy, prior to the official opening
 

Reception drinks and a post talk buffet will be served in the Cafe Upstairs
 

Tickets £20.00 per person - limited to 16 guests, tickets can be obtained by telephoning The Gallery on 01905 754 484
5th – 27th June

Summer Show 

The best of Studio Ceramics for the start of the summer featuring new works by Susan Nemeth, Clare Crouchman, Andrew Palin and John Pollex

Opening Hours 

10.30am – 5.00pm Tuesday – Sunday 

Please enquire for Bank Holiday openings

Plenty of free parking and free admission

For further information please contact 

Kim Taylor

The Gallery 

Bevere Lane

Worcester.     WR3  7RQ

01905 754484           enquiries@beverevivis.com          www.beverevivis.com

TRANSITION WORCESTER
What kind of future do YOU want for Worcester? Would you like to change the present to make a sustainable future? Join us!
For more information and/or to get involved: 

 email robertwilkins@phonecoop.coop 

 phone 01905 352065 

We can give FREE presentations on Climate Change, Peak Oil and Transition to other groups. If your company, community, church, school, student group or association would be interested, please get in touch.

Visit our website: 
http://www.worcester.gov.uk/transitionworcester
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