FROM THE VICAR

The Church is facing many challenges to the structures which have served it well for centuries. Some of the challenges are brought about by the limited availability of full-time clergy and by the pressures resulting from Churches having to fully fund their costs for the first time in generations. As a result of these twin pressures a Deanery Plan for our deanery of Worcester East was agreed in 2009. That plan sees the churches of St George, St Stephen and Claines being served by 2 full-time clergy by 2016. Whilst this date seemed a long way off in 2009, with the retirement of the Rector of the City Benefice in November 2010 and the prospect of that post not being replaced it became of much more immediate importance to investigate how the three churches could work together in their mission to the northern part of the city of Worcester. 

It is for these reasons that our three churches are undertaking a process of ‘looking to the future’ and ‘managing change’ with the help of two consultants, Jane Allen and Robin Coates who are giving their times and expertise for the benefit of our churches. Part of that process is to invite members of the congregations of the three churches to create storyboards of their church and parish. These story boards will be placed in church through February and March and people will be invited to contribute to them by recording memorable events in the life of our parish, and perhaps also things which we could improve on. After that process is complete the stories of the three churches will be shared on 19th March at a combined meeting. The intention of that meeting is not only to listen to one another, but to start the process of considering how we can better work together for the benefit of the communities which we seek to serve. 

There is no doubt that the shape of how churches serve their communities in the future will change significantly, the aim of the meeting on 19th March is to start to plan that process and to invite the parishes and people involved to develop a sense of ownership of the changes necessary. I hope that YOU will want to be involved in this process and that everyone in the congregation or living in the parish will want to add their thoughts to the storyboards which will be prominent in church over the coming weeks. I hope also that many of our parishioners will come along to the day on 19th March and contribute to this important planning process. It is essential that we have good representation from all parts of our congregation and parish, so that the story of the parish from many different perspectives is heard. So do come along to Bishop Perowne College on 19th March from 9.30am onwards and spend the day thinking about how our churches can seek to proclaim God’s kingdom in this part of Worcester in the future.

We need to hear from YOU. YOUR contribution is essential.

Revd Stephen Agnew
Revd Stephen Agnew

The Vicarage, Claines Lane, Worcester WR3 7RN T: 01905 754772
revsmagnew@yahoo.com
Revd Nick Kaleniuk

1 Tamarisk Close, Claines, Worcester, WR3 7LE   T: 01905 458331
nicholas.kaleniuk@btinternet.com
CHURCHWARDENS
John Dorrell, 3 Thistle Close, Claines, Worcester WR3 7LW  T: 01905 458855

Sylvia Duggan, 1 Courtland Close, Worcester WR3 7RB  T: 01905 453743
Keep up with the parish through the internet

The Parish Website address is: www.clainesfriends.org.uk
PARISH CALENDAR – MARCH

Tuesday
  
  1st  
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer





  7.15pm  Events Committee meeting

Wednesday
  2nd  
  7.30pm  Deanery Synod meeting


  

Thursday
  3rd  
10.30am  Holy Communion 


  

Friday

  4th 
  7.30pm
  Meeting of the Pilgrimage Group 




  7.30pm   YAC 

Saturday
  5th 
10.00am
  Marriage Preparation Day

Sunday

  6th 
Sunday before Lent 




  8.00am  Holy Communion    




11.00am  All age Service   (RNLI Founders’ Service)






  6.30pm  Evensong

Tuesday

  8th 
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer




12noon
  Clergy Chapter meeting




  7.30pm  PCC meeting


Ash Wednesday
  9th 
  7.30pm
  Eucharist & Imposition of Ashes


Thursday
10th 
10.30am  Holy Communion 


 

Friday

11th 
  7.00pm  MUGgle Choir  

Saturday
12th 
10.00am
  Diocesan Synod

Sunday

13th 
First Sunday of Lent




  8.00am  Holy Communion




11.00am  All age Service




  6.30pm  Evensong

Monday

14th 
  7.30pm  Lent Course 1

Tuesday 
15th 
  1.30pm  Little Fish Club

  4.30pm  Evening Prayer

Thursday
17th 
10.30am  Holy Communion  

Friday

18th 
  7.30pm   YAC

Saturday
19th  
10.00am  Future Search Day

Sunday

20th  
Second Sunday of Lent

  
  8.00am  Holy Communion    




11.00am  Eucharist & Sunday School




  6.30pm  Evensong

Monday

21st  
  7.30pm  Lent Course 2

Tuesday

22nd  
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer  

Thursday
24th 
10.30am  Holy Communion

  

Sunday
27th 
Third Sunday of Lent  



  8.00am  Holy Communion



11.00am  Eucharist & Sunday School



  3.00pm  Holy Baptism



  6.30pm  Evensong

Monday 
28th 
  7.30pm  Lent Course 3

Tuesday
29th 
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer

Thursday
31st 
10.30am  Holy Communion

Parish Registers

Holy Baptism

23rd January
Charlie Benjamin Dyer

23rd January
Leonie June Hill

23rd January
Amelia Grace Baynham

CHRISTIAN BURIAL AND CREMATION

  2nd February
Susan Hill aged 65 years

  2nd February 
Maurice Alfred Bytheway aged 95 years

10th February
Gladys May Powell aged 93 years

MAGAZINE ARTICLES - Please let me have articles by 7th of the month prior to publication. Editor: Stephen Taylor, The Crest, 257 Droitwich Road, Fernhill Heath, Worcester WR3 7UH T: 01905 457165 Email: taylor.crest@tinyworld.co.uk
LENT COURSE 2011

This year during Lent we will be following a study course prepared by ‘Churches Together in Britain and Ireland’. The course is titled ‘The Unreconciled’ and looks at groups of people and situations where true reconciliation cannot happen.

The topics covered are:

Self & Other

Separation & Unity

Speaking & Listening

Wounds & Healing

Heaven & Hell

Lies & Truth

We will be looking at one of those topics at each of our weekly meetings which will take place on Monday evenings at 7.30pm, and also at our Thursday morning Communion Service.

We hope that you will come and join us in our time of exploration, and make Lent a time for our shared growth in a mature faith.
Stephen
MARRIAGE PREPARATION DAYS

Every year we welcome 25 or more couples who are seeking to get married in Claines church. The process of planning a wedding is a time consuming business for the bride and groom, their families and also for all those people who are involved in the service and celebrations on the wedding day.

As well as the obvious planning meetings we have with each couple to ensure that the couple getting married have the service they want, the clergy and some parishioners also run two Marriage Preparation Days each year to which all couples are invited.

These days give the couples time to think beyond the wedding ceremony and consider what it might be like living as a married couple ‘till death us do part’. We consider together the past influences which shape how a married couple might react to one another. Together we consider the dreams and expectations that each individual has of married life, and also look at some practical matters of married life and the necessity of communication if a marriage is to succeed.

The day is primarily aimed at sowing seeds for couples to think about, but it is also a good social occasion, made even better by the serving of a good meal provided for us by generous parishioners.

In conversations I have had with couples who have been on this course over the past few years the feedback has always been very positive, which is why we continue to run the course this year and invite our many wedding couples to come along and enjoy a fun and profitable day.

If you would like to help us run this worthwhile course and help people as they start their married life together, either by providing something to eat, making cups of tea or welcoming visitors, do have a word with one of the clergy.

The parishioners who take part in the course enjoy it as much as the couples. So do join in.

Stephen
CLAINES CHURCH FLOWER GUILD

Just a short note and gentle reminder that the Flower Rota is now in Church and I would be glad if you could fill in the weeks you are able to arrange the flowers in church. Thank you.
Pat Harris

             Little Fish                                                              

A great crowd gathered on Tuesday 18th January, our bible reading told us about Jesus’ family taking him to the temple for  the first time and how they lost him! As parents and carers we know so well how frightening it is when you lose a child, Mary and Joseph must have felt the same feelings. However, they were overwhelmed to find him again sitting in the temple. 
Mr. Chips our resident puppet dog was looking after a friend’s puppies and unfortunately they had escaped, the children enjoyed playing hide and seek and finding all 15 puppies. This story explains that Jesus is the light of the world sent from God to save us. 
At our All Age Family Service on March 13th Little Fish will be dedicating a new banner, this will be presented by a family from the Little Fish Club and will be used every month at this service to rejoice and celebrate the younger members of our Parish congregation. 
On March 15th we will celebrating Jesus’ friendship! We look forward to seeing you

 Lorraine Deeprose 
& Judy Hooper

GOD’S OWN PUB CLUB &
SUNDAY SCHOOL
By the time you are reading this magazine, the children will have learnt about Jesus being “The Light of the World” and about “Loving Everyone.” Another topic which you might like to look at for yourselves was “Do not worry” which you will find guidance on in Matthew 6, verses 25 to 34. I am sure this is something that most of us find ourselves doing at sometime or other.

In March, the leaders of our Junior Church have some fairly difficult concepts to deal with, starting with the Transfiguration which is a miracle that happens to Jesus rather than someone else! Then we have the topic of Temptation and the thoughtful time of Lent to explore. We end the month on a watery theme when we hear the story of Jesus talking to a Samaritan woman about the “living water”. No doubt we will have lots of fun along the way.

We are always encouraging the children to say prayers themselves, and find a bit of time each day to think about God. This is something that parents and grandparents can encourage the children to do. If you are unsure where to begin, the easiest way might be to say a prayer before meals or at bedtime. If the children don’t like praying out-loud then perhaps you could suggest that they write their prayers (using words or pictures) in a special notebook. 

The children will be taking an active part in the Family service on 13th March when we will have some new banners to be blessed. They will of course be involved on Mothering Sunday at the beginning of April. We look forward to seeing you at these services!

Children are always welcome to join us, just come along any Sunday or call me on 01905 754561 (or email ann@clainesfriends.org.uk) for further details.

Ann Sansome
YOUTH AT CLAINES (YAC)
The new term at YAC has had a great start.  During our second meeting we made the stage at the Church Hall really rock with rhythm, beat and dance.  How did we do this you may ask????  Well it went like this……….  The young people were provided with a Wii plus instruments and a selection of music and became “rock stars” for the evening.  They chose their music and “played” their instruments each taking it in turn to play the drums and bongos.  It was a brilliant evening both for the young people and the leaders who, in the main, were the audience!!!!

We have also celebrated the arrival of the Chinese New Year.  Part of the evening involved taking part in a “Learn about the customs and traditions of the Chinese New Year” quiz. The young people were divided into teams and had to search for clues, which were placed on cards all around the Church Hall, about how the Chinese celebrate their new year. Much laughter and dashing about ensued with only one point difference in the team scores at the end of a very frantic session.

Following this fun time everyone sat down to a feast of Chinese food prepared by our very own “Ken Hom” aka Nick.  We shared many dishes which included crispy duck, pancakes, dragons’ eyes, spring rolls with various sauces all eaten with chop sticks!!!!!!!!!!  When everyone left the hall at the end of the evening we all collected our fortune cookie to remind us of the fun we all had together learning about the customs of the Chinese New Year.

Our next meeting is also a fun packed event as we are all going to Bowl Extreme to enjoy the challenge of ten pin bowling.  Following on, during the rest of the term, we will hold a pancake evening and will be hosting our very own “Come Dine with Me” competition.  As well as all these fun times we all join together for our regular God Slot which is a time of reflection, learning and quiet prayer.  

I am also pleased to report that our numbers are increasing, which is fantastic news to the whole leader team, but we can still accommodate more young people.  So if any of the above has whetted your appetite, why not come along to YAC and see for yourself what a great time we all have.

Jan Hayden on behalf of all the YACCERS!!!!!!!

LUNCH IN COMPANY (LinC)
Our first “Lunch in Company” event takes place in the Church Hall at 12.30 on Saturday, March 12th. The aim is to provide good food and company for members of our community who usually eat alone.

Please pray for all helpers and guests that this may be the first of many occasions where true friendships may be formed and the love of Christ shared.

Sarah Cottrill

THE CHURCH ANNUAL MEETING

This year our Annual Church Meeting will take place on Thursday 28th April. Over the past few years we have been able to hold the meeting on a Sunday, but because of the very late date of Easter and other constraints we cannot find a suitable Sunday on which to meet, so we will meet on the Thursday evening at 7.30pm in Church.

At that meeting we will need to elect two new churchwardens as both John Dorrell and Sylvia Duggan are stepping down after a good number of year’s service as wardens.

At the meeting we will thank them for all that they have done for the church but we will also need to find two new wardens. 

The election of churchwardens is the responsibility not just of members of the congregation but of parishioners (ie all people who live or worship within the parish). Would YOU be prepared to offer yourself as a churchwarden at Claines?

If you are interested speak to the Vicar or one of our current wardens.

Stephen
English Easter Extravaganza

This is an afternoon of fun activities for all the family to celebrate St. George’s Day and Easter which this year fall on the same weekend.

From 2:00 till 3:30 competitions for the best decorated Easter Cake, Easter Egg and Easter Garden will take place in the Church yard and there will be opportunity to create an Easter Bonnet, also for a competition. Brave Teddy Bears can jump off the church tower and for those who prefer to remain firmly on the ground, there will be a treasure hunt around the church yard and a skittles competition.  Meanwhile in the Church you can read about English Easter customs or pay the organist to play your favourite English tune, then go over to the Institute for a cream Tea!

At 3:30 we move up to the school playing field for golf and cricket tournaments and to enrol in “Sir Nick’s School of Chivalry.”

The day is rounded off by a concert of English words and music in the Church Hall at 7.30 where a supper will also be served.

Note the date in your diary and watch out for more details and tickets next month!

Sarah Cottrill
NORTH CLAINES W.I.
Ground hog day came to North Claines WI; February 2ndand our speaker Diane Campbell was revisiting her life in TV. It was an example of how to make the most of opportunities and how one thing may very well lead to another.

Diane on leaving school and with the urging of her parents learnt shorthand and typing, but a few weeks before going on to teaching college saw an advert in the Somerset Gazette for temporary secretarial help on a feature film in Somerset. She got the job and it was to change her life forever. The film was “Tom Jones” directed by Tony Richardson.

Diane went on to become Verity Lambert’s assistant on Dr Who with William Hartnell; was a BBC researcher for Michael Bentine; moving to ITV she produced her own children’s programme “Mad About” with Matthew Kelly. A culmination of her life in TV was receiving a Royal Television Award for her programme on bullying. A great talk well revisited.

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 2nd March at 7.15pm at Bishop Allenby Hall, Droitwich Road, Worcester. We will be joined by other Worcester WI members. Nick Long and Laura Synnuck will perform songs from the musicals. More details at www.northclaineswi.moonfruit.co.uk
Heather Pitts
MOTHERS’ UNION
With the early signs of Spring the members of the Claines Mothers’ Union can can look forward to their first funding raising event of the year with a Spring Coffee Morning at Sandra Ashcroft’s home on Saturday 26 March.  All most welcome.

[image: image1.emf]


This year Claines Branch will be hosting the Mothers’ Union Deanery Lady Day Service on Friday 25th March at 2.30pm in Claines Church, followed by refreshments and everyone is welcome to join us. 

Looking back on February our younger ladies enjoyed an enthralling talk by Rev. Jennie Hayward entitled “The Role of Women in the Early Ministry” . Jenny gave us a brief outline of the involvement of woman in the church from the second century onwards and followed this with details of her own experiences in her training, ordination and role as a minister. A wonderful talk that is highly recommended.  Our Tuesday ladies enjoyed a talk given by a prominent M.U. speaker, Wendy Pettit, on the subject of constant friendships. 

Our March meetings are:-

Tuesday 8th March 2pm in the Church Hall    Speaker : Mary Wear – “Families are Wonderful Sometimes!”

Wednesday 9th March 7.30pm when our members will be joining the congregation

in Claines Church for the Ash Wednesday Service. 

Gwen Clifford
News from Claines School 

The year started for us with two excellent theatre trips. The older children went to the Birmingham Repertory Theatre to see a production of ‘The Secret Garden’ and the younger children went to Birmingham Town Hall to see ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’. Both productions were quite inspirational and led to some really interesting work going on.

Reception and Key Stage One spent a day following up the Bear Hunt with art music and dance workshops. As a result they put together a dance drama which they then performed for their parents. All ninety children were in the dance drama and they were all involved in composing and recording the music to accompany it.

Key Stage Two children spent a day creating their own ‘Secret Garden’ which was then erected in the school hall. It filled the hall and included a wishing well, flower beds, trees, a garden bench and a wall. Going into the hall to see the garden was a very special moment for the children. The project also inspired some excellent writing by the children.

Following our visit to Reims in France last June we are delighted to be hosting a visit from our partner school there before the end of this term. Two class groups from the Ecole Gallieni will be with us for two days in April and will share in our end of term concert. We are hoping to be able to go to France again in the summer term.

Eleanor Sinton

Headteacher

FAVOURITE PRAYER FOR THE MONTH
As I sit here in the gloom of an overcast February it seems a long way to Lent and springtime, but they are just around the corner.

Lord God, with Lent we approach the springtime of the year when the face of the earth is renewed and life emerges out of death.
We pray that this season of Lent may be a veritable springtime for our souls, so that our lives, quickened by the breath of the Spirit and warmed by the sunshine of your love, may bear abundant fruit and be made radiant with the beauty of holiness; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

Please, if you have a prayer that you would like included in any of the intercessions I do at evensong then pass a copy to me.  I am always on the lookout for new and interesting prayers.

You may also have a favourite prayer that you would like to see in this magazine.

Speak to me in Church or email me at  BRADY407@btinternet.com 

John Brady
BEVERE GALLERY
Bevere Gallery; a constantly changing display of studio ceramics and original art and craft

We’ve been really busy remodelling the main gallery spaces to allow us to exhibit more work by more makers and artists, we hope you like what you see.  Craig Underhill is the featured maker for March. This body of pots and paintings is about places and landscapes he has visited or travelled through, as Craig explains 'I want to avoid extraneous descriptive detail in my work, instead things are pared down to express the spirit and essence of place and time.'
We’ve also made some changes to the framing department which now shows to better effect the very large range of frames on offer.  Our books and cards can also be found in the framing department now. We are still working on changes to the coach house where the cafe will be located downstairs and open directly into the garden area.  The two upstairs rooms will be a dedicated original prints room and a letting room for courses, meetings, small exhibitions or private lunches.

The gallery and cafe remain open throughout the changes but please note we now close on Sundays and Mondays.

Opening Hours 

10.30am – 5.00pm Tuesday – Saturday 

Please enquire for Bank Holiday openings

Plenty of free parking and free admission

For further information please contact 

Kim Taylor

The Gallery 

Bevere Lane

Worcester.     WR3  7RQ

01905 754484           
www.beveregallery.com
enquiries@beveregallery.com
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