FROM THE VICAR

“How was your holiday?” – was the well-meaning greeting I received when I and 22 others returned from Turkey on Palm Sunday. I know that going abroad for something other than business may bear many hallmarks of a holiday, but leading a pilgrimage for 23 people, however enjoyable it might be, is not quite the relaxing holiday some might think. To start with you are responsible for the well-being of all the pilgrims from dawn ‘til dusk (and beyond), the sense of responsibility only gradually fades as you ensure that the last pilgrim has boarded the plane for the UK, and you realise that you haven’t actually left anyone in Istanbul Airport! You also have to try to ensure that the whole pilgrim party get all they want out of the holiday. As well as these issues of safety you are also responsible for the spiritual input, the group worship and relating faith to the places you are visiting. 

As I mentioned in my letter before we departed, the visit was split into two parts. Firstly we visited Istanbul, and took in some of the great sights such as the Blue Mosque and Hagia Sophia. We indulged in history which took us back to the sixth century AD and viewed the mosaics and frescoes of St Saviour in Chora, originating from the 11th Century AD. One of the strange things about visiting the Byzantine churches is that they are no longer churches, but museums in which no worship can take place. Much as they are places which create a sense of wonder, there is something missing from them, almost as though their soul had been withdrawn. This was something we had to get used to in this secular country where the majority of people are Muslim. 

We did meet up with the local Anglican Christian Community in Istanbul at the Crimea Memorial Church which we attended for Sunday worship. This church is very clearly a memorial church used largely by a small congregation of ex-pats who welcomed us warmly and sent us on our way to Izmir (Smyrna).

Once in Izmir the travelling really started as we toured the seven churches whose fame has survived through the letters in the 2nd and 3rd chapters of the Book of Revelation. Our first visit was to Bergama (Pergamum), the place where ‘Satan has his throne’, a city of great importance and impact where the first Imperial altar in Asia Minor was to be found. It is against that background that the 1st Century Christians struggled to remain faithful. It is this struggle which the new found Christians faced which underlies all of the letters to the churches. In Thyatira the conflict was not that of persecution but the pressure to conform to the social mores of the society of that city where guilds held great power, and in order to ‘get on’ you had to undertake pagan rites of initiation into the guilds, and thus compromise your own faith.

Our journey to Sardis took us to a place of great beauty, of greenery and spring flowers, but a place which in the book of Revelation is a place where greatness had been replaced by laxity which had in its earlier history resulted in it being conquered by invading armies. That same lack of care was now seen in the early Christians who are commanded to ‘wake up’. As we travelled to Pamukkale we joined with thousands of tourists marvelling at the warm springs and the world famous white terraces. The proximity of Pamukkale to Laodicea, a first century church which was warned for being ‘neither hot nor cold, but lukewarm’, made sense as it was situated between the natural hot water springs and the cold mountain streams, but struggled to gain a supply of drinkable water in the 1st Century AD.

Of course, the highlight of any visit to the west of Turkey must be Ephesus, one of the most impressive archaeological sites in the world, and also the place where St Paul lived for two years. In the 1st Century AD it was a place of influence and the early Christians had obviously become rather accustomed to life, and although they faced persecution as Christians, their zeal or love had been eroded since the time that St Paul caused a riot there, and they were told to recapture that initial enthusiasm. In Ephesus there were churches to see, dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary and to St John, who tradition has it both lived here. Again the churches were ruins, as was one of the ancient wonders of the world, the temple of Artemis, whose remaining pillar was occupied by a pair of nesting storks. There was, however one church which was ‘open for business’; the house of the Virgin is a community of nuns living in the hills above Ephesus, and there we could celebrate the Eucharist together in peace and tranquillity. 

The challenge of the visit was twofold. Firstly, witnessing how once great empires and churches had almost disappeared, which left us asking whether in the years to come our own great churches and cathedrals in Western Europe would suffer a similar fate. That was a salutary thought. The other thought was to be surprised by just how relevant to us were the letters to the seven churches which related to Christians in the late 1st century AD. How many church communities have become complacent, losing the love and enthusiasm of initial acceptance of faith? How many churches can be accused of being ‘lukewarm’ or of compromising their faith to fit in with modern society? The theme of the letters written to small Christian congregations living in the midst of a hostile society and encouraging them to be true to their faith is not a million miles away from our own experience of living our faith in a 21st Century secular society.

It is always a thought-provoking exercise to travel to new places, and it encourages you to learn a great deal about yourself as you travel back in time, especially to a place where the Christian faith grew from a small rather obscure sect of Judaism and became the world faith which it has been for 2000 years.

The question we left Turkey pondering was: ‘Where do we go next?’ Perhaps it will be Greece following in the footsteps of St Paul. But that won’t be until next year.
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Revd Stephen Agnew

The Vicarage, Claines Lane, Worcester WR3 7RN T: 01905 754772
revsmagnew@yahoo.com
Revd Nick Kaleniuk

1 Tamarisk Close, Claines, Worcester, WR3 7LE   T: 01905 458331
nicholas.kaleniuk@btinternet.com
Keep up with the parish through the internet

The Parish Website address is: www.clainesfriends.org.uk
PARISH CALENDAR – June
Ascension Day
  2nd   
10.30am  Holy Communion

Friday

  3rd 
  7.30pm  YAC




Saturday
  4th 
  1.00pm
  Wedding




  5.00pm   Wedding

  

Sunday

  5th 
Seventh Sunday of Easter  




  8.00am  Holy Communion    




11.00am  Eucharist & Sunday School   




  6.30pm  Evensong

Tuesday

  7th 
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer

Wednesday
  8th 
  7.30pm  Deanery Synod meet




Thursday
  9th 
10.30am  Holy Communion


 

Friday

10th 
  7.00pm  MUGgle Choir Practice




Saturday
11th 
 Church Summer Fayre

Sunday

12th 
PENTECOST




  8.00am  Holy Communion




11.00am  Family Eucharist




  3.00pm  Holy Baptism




  6.30pm  Evensong

Monday

13th 
  9.30am  Staff Meeting

Tuesday 
14th 
 4.30pm  Evening Prayer




  7.30pm  Standing Committee meet

Thursday
16th 
10.30am  Holy Communion

Friday

17th 
  7.30pm  YAC

  7.30pm  CATS Summer Show

Saturday
18th 
  1.00pm  Wedding




  3.00pm  Wedding




  7.30pm  CATS Summer Show

Sunday

19th  
Trinity Sunday 

  
  8.00am  Holy Communion    




11.00am  Eucharist & Sunday School




  6.30pm  Evensong

Tuesday

21st    
1.30pm
Little Fish Club


4.30pm  Evening Prayer  

Wednesday
22nd 
  8.00pm  3 Churches Steering Group

Thursday
23rd  
10.30am  Holy Communion

Friday 
24th 
  7.00pm  MUGgle Choir Practice

Sunday
26th 
Church Patronal Festival



  8.00am  Holy Communion



11.00am  Eucharist & Sunday School



  1.00pm  Blessing of Marriage



  3.00pm  Holy Baptism




  6.30pm  Evensong

Tuesday
28th 
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer


Thursday
30th 
10.30am  Holy Communion

FETE 11th JUNE - APPEAL
Donations for the fete are needed – books [esp. novels], tombola prizes, bottles, raffle prizes, etc., or can you bring a cake(s) on the day? or anything that you can help us with - all donations to be put in the boxes in the north porch..  We also need help in all sorts of ways - please let us know if you can help - speak to the clergy at the end of the service or phone 01905 453005.
Parish Registers

Holy BaptisM

10th April

Leo James Campbell

24th April
Evan Guy Jones

24th April
Oliver Lloyd Preece

24th April
Isla Grace Aplin Mayall

  8th May
Isabel Rose Jeavons

15th May
Harry Simon Farmer

15th May
Joshua Isaac Morgan

15th May
Hazel Leyla Toms
CONFIRMATION

  8th May

At St George’s Church by the Bishop of Worcester



Imogen Gunter



Harry Jackman



Isabel Jeavons



William Palmer


HOLY MATRIMONY

  1st May 
Nicholas Anthony Thomas Creswick & Kathleen Mary Winnell

CHRISTIAN BURIAL AND CREMATION

15th April
Geoffrey Bird aged 85 years

26th April
Douglas Patrick Churchill aged 77 years

  5th May
Colin Harry Ranford aged 51 years

11th May
Ronald John Elliott aged 76 years

13th May
Marjorie Frances Pugh aged 87 years
MAGAZINE ARTICLES - Please let me have articles by 7th of the month prior to publication. Editor: Stephen Taylor, The Crest, 257 Droitwich Road, Fernhill Heath, Worcester WR3 7UH T: 01905 457165 Email: taylor.crest@tinyworld.co.uk
LITTLE FISH
On June 21st we will be reading the story of the Good Samaritan. We will be teaching the children about helping our friends and family, also discussing those in our community who help us.

Little Fish welcomes new members monthly, we celebrate the birth of children, birthdays and of course those leaving us to start full time education. Parents, carers, grandparents, family and friends can join us on the 3rd Tuesday of every month.

If you would like to help out once a month we would be very grateful, more hands make light work, as the saying goes!

 Lorraine Deeprose 
& Judy Hooper

GOD’S OWN PUB CLUB &
SUNDAY SCHOOL
This month the Church will be celebrating several festivals: Pentecost, Ascension, Trinity Sunday and St. John the Baptist Day. Pentecost is the time when we remember the Holy Spirit descending on the Disciples following the Resurrection of Jesus at Easter. On that day, the book of Acts tells us, 3000 people were added to the number of followers of Jesus. How exciting that must have been! 
You can read about this in Acts 2:1-31. You could then share this story with the children in your lives as we will be trying to do in our Junior Church. One good way to do this might be to think of this time as the Birthday of the Church- a concept most children (and adults of course) are very familiar with. We will be encouraging the children to respond to the amazing gift of the Holy Spirit and thinking of ways in which they can be helped to spread the good news about Jesus to people they know.
We will be teaching the children the story of John the Baptist who is of course the Patron Saint of our Church. He is remembered on Sunday 26th June.
If you have children involved in any of our Youth Groups look out for the news sheets that they will be bringing home each week. These reinforce the stories and activities we have been looking at and should give parents and carers an opportunity to talk to their children about what they have been learning. You may like to get them a file or scrapbook in which they can keep these to look at in the future. If anyone has neighbours, grandchildren or friends who might like to share these sheets there should be spares in church each week. If not, please speak to me or Caroline Causier.
Children are always welcome to join us, just come along any Sunday, visit our website (www.clainesfriends.org.uk) or call me on 01905 754561 (or email ann@clainesfriends.org.uk) for further details.

Ann Sansome
           Youth At Claines      

                        (YAC)
The second half of April saw the final part of our Come Dine with Me Competition take place and it was as equally “scrummy” as the first.  The second team of cooks and waiters/waitresses took up the challenge and the guests were certainly treated to an excellent meal.   They were offered canapés to start followed by an excellent home made French Onion Soup with crusty bread.   This was followed by a main course of succulent meatballs in a tangy tomato sauce served on a bed of pasta.   Dessert followed which was strawberry Eton mess and for those who had any room to follow this was a cheeseboard and crackers.   All this was washed down by glasses of sparkling red and white non-alcoholic wine!

The judges had a really difficult time deciding which team had won.   Eventually after many recounts of the scores the first team who took part were the overall winners by only a narrow margin.  They were duly presented with their “Come Dine with Me” Chef’s hats and the runners up with “Come Dine with Me” wooden spoons.

Yaccers then took part, alongside friends from Gods Own Pub Club, in the Good Friday Breakfast at the Institute.  They all helped to serve the guests and tidy up the hall after the event as well as be on hand to help anyone throughout the breakfast time. This was an excellent event which has raised £120 for the Kandago Education Appeal.  Following the breakfast Yaccers took part in the Stations of the Cross Service in Church and also assisted in the Easter Egg Hunt on Easter Sunday.

We had a very good Spring term with lots of fun events taking place and can now look forward to an equally fun packed and enjoyable Summer term.  If you are interested in having fun and making friends why not come along and join us!!!!

Jan Hayden
YAC Assistant Youth Leader
Officers of the Church

At our Annual Parochial Meeting on 28th April we thanked a number of people for the work that they had undertaken for the church over the past few years. We thanked John Dorrell and Sylvia Duggan for being our Churchwardens for the past few years. John has been warden for 5 years and Sylvia for 3 years, they have given a great deal to the church in time and effort and we all owe a debt of gratitude to them. In their place Phil Kear and Rachel Cramp were elected as wardens for 2011 – 12. They will take up their posts at the end of May. Many thanks to them for taking up the mantle, we hope that they enjoy the work that they do amongst us.

We also said ‘thank you’ to David Cariss who has been our treasurer for the last 7 years, and has been a great servant of the church over that time and beyond. He is replaced by Mike Jeavons, and we thank him for being prepared to take on this role.

Stephen
CLAINES CHURCH FLOWER GUILD

Wasn’t it a change to have a lovely warm Easter when we could all get out and enjoy the beauty of the countryside and to have beautiful flowers in church again? I hope you were able to get to see the flowers in church that were lovingly arranged by the ladies and generously given in memory of loved ones. Many thanks to all who donated and also to those who gave of their time to arrange them.

Pat Harris
FAVOURITE PRAYER FOR THE MONTH
This is our whole life, O Lord,

to know your word and teach it,

to know your word and live it.

Teach us, O Lord, 

To proclaim what you teach and 

to live how you live, 

Through Jesus Christ.

Amen

Please, if you have a prayer that you would like included in any of the intercessions I do at evensong then pass a copy to me.  I am always on the lookout for new and interesting prayers.

You may also have a favourite prayer that you would like to see in this magazine.

Speak to me in Church or email me at  BRADY407@btinternet.com 

John Brady
NORTH CLAINES W.I.
Although it was May, members of North Claines WI celebrated with their Christmas meal, postponed from last December because of the snow and ice, with a superb spread catered for by Helping Hands.

Prior to our meal we debated the National Federation of Women’s Institutes’ proposed resolutions that will go forward to full debate and vote at the AGM in Liverpool in June. The first resolution was “This meeting abhors the practice of factory farming particularly large animals such as pigs and cows and urges H M Government to ensure planning permission is not guaranteed for such projects”, with the arguments for and against presented by  Paula. It caused the most discussion and division. The second one “This meeting urges H M Government to maintain support for local libraries, as an essential local educational and information resource” was presented by Fran and was carried unanimously.

At the end of the meal we were shown a beautiful selection of the archived Craft Collection held by the Worcestershire Federation. The craftwork and the intricacy and delicacy of each item was fascinating.

The meeting was brought to an end with a homemade craft competition which was not an enviable task for the judge. Jan won with a knitted sweater complete with a photo of her husband modelling it.

More details about North Claines WI may be found at northclaineswi.moonfruit.co.uk

Heather Pitts
MOTHERS’ UNION
In May our afternoon group enjoyed a luncheon together at a local restaurant, good food and pleasant company.  The following evening our younger group were able to visit the Holy Land.  Jan Kear gave us a guided tour of the spots visited by the pilgrimage in Israel and Jordan. A very enjoyable evening.  Thank you Jan.

The Mothers’ Union will be running the Bottle Tombola at the Church Fete on 11 June, so please visit us and try your luck at winning a bottle. Whisky to water, orange juice to brown sauce, we will have the lot. 

On Wednesday 22 June we will be celebrating our Diocesan Festival at the church of St Peter and St Paul at Upton upon Severn commencing at 2.30pm. 

Our June meetings are:-

Tuesday 14 June – 2pm in the Church Hall

     Speaker : Elizabeth Kearney : “The Lives I have Touched”

Wednesday 8 June – 7.30pm – The Institute

     Evening Hike!

All our meetings are open so please feel free to join us.
Gwen Clifford
BEVERE GALLERY
June 2011
Garden Sculpture Show

Our annual garden sculpture trail set on the lawns and amongst the laurel woods in the grounds adjacent to the gallery, is now open.  This year we have work from 17 makers in predominantly ceramics, but also in steel and bronze

New for Summer 2011, our Stable Workshop housing a programme of artists and makers in residence demonstrating and producing new work 

In the Galleries we have constantly changing displays of studio ceramics and original artwork with rooms dedicated to local scenes and original hand-made prints

Our Café, with ground floor indoor and outdoor seating, is open for light bites, speciality drinks and hand-made cakes and biscuits

Opening Hours 

10.30am – 5.00pm Tuesday – Sunday (Café closes at 4.00pm)

Plenty of free parking and free admission

For further information please contact 

Kim Taylor

Bevere Gallery

01905 754484           enquiries@beveregallery.com 
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