FROM THE CURATE
I shouldn't have been surprised really. After all, I'd spent many hours over the last 2 years during my time as curate at Claines walking or cycling around the Parish or sitting quietly by the river or canalside watching the wildlife and the boaters go by. I shouldn't really have been surprised at just how powerfully I'd be struck by the sheer beauty of the Parish as I circumnavigated its boundaries during last month's Beat the Bounds Challenge. But surprised I was.

Some, including my wife who knows better than most that I'm not the fittest and healthiest of clergymen, might have been a bit surprised also that I could actually complete  the 11.2 mile distance. (And without the support of her and so many other people I don't think I would have done: I'm no marathon man!)

Quite a few people along the route were also a bit surprised to see a cassock clad clergyman scooting, cycling or canoeing by. It's not an everyday sort of thing after all. And I shouldn't have been surprised - but I was - at the fabulous generosity of all the people who organised, supported and encouraged the whole fun and fundraising venture and the public interest that it generated.

But that is the God of Surprises for you. Just when you're feeling comfortable, just when you're beginning to think you've got something pegged, just when you've convinced yourself that the things you know are all you need to know, that's when you're in for a pleasant - or sometimes not so pleasant - surprise. 

The first disciples of Jesus were in for a big surprise on the Day of Pentecost, that day when the Holy Spirit of God was poured out in a new and powerful way upon the world. On that occasion God showed up with huge winds, tongues of fire and strange languages. Those who had followed Jesus from the very beginning and those who had only just heard about him were astonished at what their senses were telling them. They were amazed at how their minds were being opened to understand timeless truths about the world and all creation and the purpose for which it was formed. On that occasion God surprised his listeners by speaking to them through Jesus' disciples in languages that each one could perfectly understand.

There is another language that God uses to speak to people. A universal language. And it was perhaps the exquisite sound of that voice that surprised me as I peddled, rowed and motorcycled around the Parish during the beating of the bounds. The language of a world in love with its creator. The language of nature.

To see a world in a grain of sand,

And a heaven in a wild flower,

Hold infinity in the palm of your hand,

And eternity in an hour.

(William Blake - Auguries of Innocence)

The boundless creativity of God can't be beaten. It will always surprise us, if we take a moment to notice it.

Revd Nick Kaleniuk
1 Tamarisk Close, Claines, Worcester, WR3 7LE   T: 01905 458331
nicholas.kaleniuk@btinternet.com
Revd Stephen Agnew

The Vicarage, Claines Lane, Worcester WR3 7RN T: 01905 754772
revsmagnew@yahoo.com
CHURCHWARDENS
Rachael Cramp, 11 Willowslea Road, Northwick, Worcester WR3 7QP

T: 01905 457749
E: Willowslea2@yahoo.com

Phil Kear, 1 Hadley Villas, Droitwich Road, Worcester WR3 7SW
T: 01905 457340

E: Kearassociates@aol.com

Keep up with the parish through the internet

The Parish Website address is: www.clainesfriends.org.uk
PARISH CALENDAR – July

Friday

  1st    
  7.30pm  YAC (Youth Club)


Sunday

  3rd  
St Thomas the Apostle   




  8.00am  Holy Communion    




11.00am  Morning Service to celebrate 

  90 years of the Royal British legion  




  2.00pm
  Holy Baptism
  





  6.30pm  Evensong

Tuesday

  5th 
12noon
  Clergy Chapter Meeting  

  4.30pm  Evening Prayer


Thursday
  7th 
10.30am  Holy Communion
 


 

Friday

  8th 
  7.00pm  MUGgle Choir rehearsal

Saturday
  9th 
12.30pm
  Lunch in Company  (LinC)

Sunday

10th 
Third Sunday after Trinity




  8.00am  Holy Communion




11.00am  All age Service




  3.00pm  Holy Baptism




  6.30pm  Evensong

Tuesday 
12th
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer




  2.00pm  Mothers’ Union Strawberry Tea




  7.30pm  PCC meeting

Wednesday
13th 
Parish Team Retreat




  7.30pm  Mothers’ Union Wednesday Group

Thursday
14th  
  9.00am  Claines School Eucharist

10.30am  Holy Communion

Friday

15th 
  7.30pm
  YAC

Saturday
16th 
  2.00pm  Wedding




  4.00pm  Wedding


Sunday

17th  
Fourth Sunday after Trinity

  
  8.00am  Holy Communion    




11.00am  Eucharist & Sunday School




  6.30pm  Evensong

Tuesday

19th    
  1.30pm  Little Fish Club (Toddle Waddle)

  4.30pm  Evening Prayer  

Thursday
21st    
10.30am  Holy Communion

Friday 
22nd   
  9.15am  Claines School Leavers’ Service



  1.00pm  Wedding

  7.00pm  Choir Barbecue

Saturday
23rd
  2.00pm  Wedding

Sunday
24th 
Fifth Sunday after Trinity



  8.00am  Holy Communion



11.00am  Eucharist & Sunday School



  3.00pm  Holy Baptism



  6.30pm  Evensong

Tuesday
26th 
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer


Thursday
28th 
10.30am  Holy Communion



  1.00pm  Wedding

Friday

29th           1.30pm  Wedding

Saturday
30th  
12noon    Wedding




  2.00pm  Wedding

Sunday

31st 
Sixth Sunday after Trinity




  8.00am  Holy Communion




11.00am  Matins




  6.30pm  Evensong
PARISH CALENDAR – August

Tuesday

  2nd  
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer




  7.30pm  PCC Standing Committee

Thursday
  4th 
10.30am  Holy Communion


  

Saturday
  6th 
  1.00pm  Wedding

Sunday

  7th 
Seventh Sunday after Trinity



  8.00am  Holy Communion




11.00am  All age Service 




   6.30pm  Evensong

Tuesday 
  9th  
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer

Thursday
11th 
10.30am  Holy Communion

Saturday
13th 
11.00am  Wedding




12.30pm  Lunch in Company  (LinC)




  2.00pm  Wedding

Sunday

14th 
Eighth Sunday after Trinity




  8.00am  Holy Communion




11.00am  Eucharist & Sunday School




  3.00pm  Holy Baptism

  


  6.30pm  Evensong

Tuesday 
16th 
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer

Thursday
18th 
10.30am  Holy Communion

Sunday

21st  
Ninth Sunday after Trinity




  8.00am  Holy Communion




11.00am  Eucharist & Sunday School




   6.30pm  Evensong

Tuesday

23rd  
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer

Thursday
25th 
10.30am  Holy Communion

Saturday
27th 
  1.00pm  Wedding

Sunday

28th 
Tenth Sunday after Trinity




  8.00am  Holy Communion




11.00am  Eucharist & Sunday School




  6.30pm  Evensong


PArish Registers

Holy BaptisM

21st May

Katie Melissa Wakelin

22nd May
Henry James Cottrill Wharton

22nd May
Henry Peter Leslie Birtwhistle

22nd May
George David Allen Birtwhistle

22nd May
Frederick Thomas Charles Birtwhistle

22nd May
Lucy Jeanette Boucher

22nd May
Charlotte May Boucher

12th June
Crystal Amy Rose Taylor

HOLY MATRIMONY

20th May

Alastair Vijay Stevie Amin & Sophia Alexandra Kate Haynes

28th May

Daniel David Endacott & Jenna Leanne Potter

  4th June
Lee Williams & Holly Elizabeth Battin

  4th June
Paul Stuart Roberts & Sylvia Krannich

CHRISTIAN BURIAL AND CREMATION

18th May

Kathleen Mary Martin aged 89 years

25th May

Lionel James Russell aged 71 years

26th May

Dorothy Ethel Watkins aged 92 years

  3rd June
Brian Charles Scott aged 68 years

  7th June
John Victor Bayliss aged 80 years

  8th June
John Tansley aged 75 years

  9th June
Lawrence Harold Gerald Crawford aged 68 years

15th June
George Laurence Bowers aged 99 years

15th June
Daphne Mary Sheldon aged 91 years

17th June
Mabel Edna Keen aged 91 years

MEMORIAL SERVICE
28th May

Sarah Jane Sewell aged 81 years

LITTLE FISH
Calling All Toddlers!

You are invited to join us on 

Tuesday 19th July

at 1pm for a picnic lunch

Followed by our annual 

Toddle Waddle in aid of Barnardo’s 

This will take place on the Wreck (the field next to the Scout Hut on Cornmeadow Lane or if the weather is bad at the Church Hall)

Look forward to seeing you!

 Lorraine Deeprose 
& Judy Hooper

GOD’S OWN PUB CLUB &
SUNDAY SCHOOL
July and August are the time when the children and their families are free from school and general routine. Many will be lucky enough to have a period of time away from home, recharging their batteries and doing lots of things they wouldn’t normally do. Others will have days out and visits from friends and relatives. 
We will be meeting in Sunday School and Pub Club as usual, demonstrating we hope, that being a friend of Jesus is for all times and all places, not “term-time” only, like so many of their other activities, but a way of living.
We will have lots of stories, games, crafts and fun, looking at the Bible to help the children learn about its relevance to them and their families and friends. Most of all we will be trying to help them find a friendship with God which will stay with them for the rest of their lives. Please 
remember the children and their leaders in your prayers.
Children are always welcome to join us, just come along any Sunday, visit our website (www.clainesfriends.org.uk) or call me on 01905 754561 (or email ann@clainesfriends.org.uk) for further details.
In particular, if you have children staying with you over the summer holidays (or any other time) feel free to bring them over to join in with our activities! They will be made very welcome.

Ann Sansome
Summer Fete

In Aid of Guide Dogs

July 30th 1-3pm

Tombola, cakes, pets corner and more
Claines Veterinary Clinic,

Checketts Lane/ Ombersley Road

PROFILE OF THE NEW 
CHURCHWARDENS
Rachael Cramp

My husband Ian and I were married at Claines in August 2008 by Olwen.  We had a wonderful wedding, made special by the choir and supported by the parishioners, the bell ringers and Ivan playing the organ for us.  Ian joined the PCC in 2009, I became part of the Welcome Group and we both applied for a grant for the lighting and rewiring and then Ian helped to manage the project.
 

After 27 years teaching at The Chase, in Malvern, I retire in July, so will have plenty of time to devote to my role as Churchwarden!  I recently joined the Events Committee and really enjoyed 
following Nick around on his Beating the Bounds Challenge, a great way to get to know the Parish, though I did it from the comfort of the car!
 

I originate from Lincolnshire, my father grew daffodils and tulips.  I trained just outside Liverpool, but have lived in Worcester for over 30 years.  I have identical twin sons, David, who is living in Argentina and Matthew who lives in London and a daughter Izzie who is here in Worcester, not forgetting my daughter in law Helen and three Grandchildren: Megan 8, Alex nearly 7 and Henrique, just a year old.  I also have two wonderful step children, Heather who is to be married in July, and Laurence who is married to another Rachel!!  Our family is so important to both Ian and I.
 

In my years in Worcester I have been very involved in the community, running Worcester Twins Club for a number of years, then working with the Twins and Multiple Births Association, for the Midlands region, and later as National Chairperson. I was Chair of Worcester Council for Voluntary Service and chaired the Steering Committee and later Management Committee of Worcester Homestart.
 

I am pleased to be following in my great, great grandfather's footsteps. He was Churchwarden in Eastleach Turville, Gloucestershire in the early 1800's!
Rachael Cramp

Phil Kear
I have lived in Claines since marrying Jan in 1972, our children Becky  and Alex were baptised and confirmed here and both attended Claines school. For many years I was a leader and subsequently chairman with Claines scout and guide group and am now proud to have been elected as churchwarden.
I retired early after a career in manufacturing and the energy sector, the latter years of which brought me into contact with government and the third sector, and I have recently project managed a social enterprise, working with vulnerable and disadvantaged adults (until government withdrew the grant!).
 

Jan and I are happily involved with our seven grandchildren who live in Worcester and Droitwich. Jan has always been very active in the parish, is  a member of the muggle choir, serves on the events committee and is a member of the Mothers’ Union, so our involvement at Claines is  very much a family affair.
 

I am very mindful of the future challenges that our church, the clergy and our neighbouring parishes face. However, the range of things that go on at Claines is tremendous and the team that makes them happen do so with great enthusiasm and I am very pleased to be joining the team. 
Phil Kear

KANGAGO

The 2010/11 academic year is coming to an end; the new year will be starting in September and  once again we are asking you to consider sponsoring the secondary education of a pupil in Kandago.   The Ugandan government provides education for children up to the age of 11 – after that families have to pay.  In small villages such as Kandago where there is very little money and real poverty and hardship, this is impossible.  As soon as they can, young people leave the villages and move to the nearest town in the hope of finding work which, without an education, is difficult to say the least.   They then turn to crime or prostitution as a way of making a living. We can change that for some of them.   

£100 a year will provide the tuition fees and equipment for one student. That doesn’t seem an awful lot but in the present financial climate it can sometimes seem daunting, so we are very happy to accept three termly payments : two of £35 (July/August and January) and one of £30 (around Easter time).   We are also well aware of your generous giving to other charities but in this case there are no high-flying executives to pay, no expensive offices to maintain; every penny donated is used for the secondary education of a young person.

Please take a sponsorship form from church and return it with your cheque (made payable to Claines PCC) or cash for either the full year or for one term.   You can be assured that it will be very greatly appreciated.  Thank you on behalf of the children of Kandago.

Pat Harris
MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTOR REQUIRED

From September a distributor is required to deliver approximately 20 Parish Magazines in Ombersley Road - the Green Lane end.  If you think you could help, please contact me on 01905 456624 evenings.  I should like to thank Mrs Wendy Garrad for all her help in delivering Parish Magazines in this area over the past years.
Margaret Sturdy
Rejoice with Sarah

We are delighted that Sarah Cottrill has been recommended for training for ordination starting in the Autumn.

Please continue to support her by your prayers and by encouraging her in this big step in her life and in the life of this parish.

Stephen
Sarah writes:
I am writing this at 1 o’clock on Tuesday June 7th. Ten minutes ago I got the long awaited phone call from Bishop David telling me that I’ve been selected for Ordination training! If asked how I’m feeling, I’d say, relieved, thrilled, proud, humbled, excited and terrified all at the same time!
I would like to say a heart felt “Thank you” to everybody who has supported me with their best wishes and prayers during the period of discernment, when I was at the panel and during the time of waiting – I have been very conscious of it and it really has helped me more than I can say.

A special ‘thank you’ to Stephen who started me on this road and whose unfailing support and encouragement have been invaluable.

Sarah Cottrill

NORTH CLAINES W.I.
There was much laughter at the June meeting of North Claines WI. We had hired the Kurling set from our fellow WI at Hallow. Kurling is played indoors (no ice involved) without brooms brushing the floor but no doubt these would have added even more to the chaos and fun.

Having divided the members into two teams and appointed captains it was cut throat from then on. The discs were hurled or gently glided along the floor depending on the tactic used. Both red and blue teams were knocking their opponents’ discs off the mat or more to the ecstatic joy of the opposing team knocking them farther on and increasing the points. It was a nail biter to the end with the red and blue team going neck and neck. The blue team won, the prize being a large box of Maltesers which they graciously offered out to the losing side.
Our next meeting is at 7.15pm on Wednesday 6th July at Bishop Allenby Hall Droitwich Road Worcester. Neil Cook Head Gardner at Hanbury Hall will speak to us about Hanbury Hall Gardens.
More details about North Claines WI may be found at northclaineswi.moonfruit.co.uk

Heather Pitts
MOTHERS’ UNION
Our Wednesday evening group in June picked a very pleasant summer evening for their local hike, ending up at the home of one of our members in Danes Green for tea. 

Our speaker on Tuesday 14 June was Elizabeth Kearney.  Elizabeth has been a member of the Mothers’ Union in Pershore for many years and a speaker for several of these.  We were able to welcome her with great enthusiasm and congratulate her on her recent meeting with The Queen.  Last Maundy Thursday she was given the Maundy Purse by her Majesty in Westminster Abbey in recognition of her work for the Mothers’ Union and also her voluntary work at Pershore Abbey.  She was certainly able to add another chapter to her talk entitled “The Lives I Have Touched”.

A big thank you to all who donated bottles and time to help us with the bottle tombola at the church fete. 

Our July and August events will be:-

Tuesday 12 July – 2pm – Our annual Strawberry Tea. 

Wednesday 13 July – 7.30pm when our evening group will be dining out at The Swan. 

All our members join with me in wishing you all a happy and relaxing summer holiday.
Gwen Clifford
BEVERE GALLERY
Bevere Gallery on your door step..... the widest selection of studio ceramics in the region alongside original art and craft plus beautiful gardens housing our annual Garden Sculpture Trail and home to Bevere Café where you can enjoy a delightful lunch, morning coffee or afternoon tea located on the ground floor with permanent indoor and outdoor seating overlooking the Artists in Residence stable. 
So, If you’ve got visitors for the weekend or simply enjoy spending time in a stimulating and beautiful place come along to Bevere Gallery with its Café and Gardens.

enquiries@beveregallery.com          www.beveregallery.com
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