FROM THE VICAR

It is no secret that many churches are finding it hard to make ends meet; actually this has been a standing joke for as long as I can remember – churches have always struggled to find enough money to survive. You may recognize the cartoon image of a church with a large thermometer outside, indicating that an appeal for the upkeep of the building has been launched with the hope of raising six figure sums, and yet the painted line on the thermometer shows just a few thousand pounds has been raised. That image portrays the hopelessness of such appeals. And yet they are not hopeless because when there is a choice between giving for the maintenance of the local church and that church falling into disrepair and being closed, community after community somehow finds the money to repair the church.   

We didn’t launch a large appeal for the rewiring and relighting of Claines Church, just £15K, which in modern terms is not a large sum for a community to raise. The fact that we raised it so quickly is testimony to the regard in which Claines Church is held and to the fact that if people see the need they are essentially generous, or at least a good proportion of them are generous.

That appeal for a specific project speedily reached its goal, but it is not quite as easy when we are seeking donations for our ‘day to day’ costs. Up until fairly recently the local church didn’t have to worry too much about raising substantial funds to support ministry, the money for that came from the historic funds managed by the Church Commissioners, and the ‘quota’ or ‘share’ which the local church paid towards the costs of ministry was comparatively small. Over the past 15 years the amount that the Church Commissioners has been able to pay towards the costs of ministry in the parishes has decreased as more and more of its income has been needed to pay clergy pensions. Now we have a situation where local churches are having to pay the full amount for ministry and mission, and that can be quite a substantial amount. For example in 2010 Claines Church had to find £75K for its Parish Share to the Diocese, but this year our accounts will show a general fund deficit of between £10K and £15K, we are therefore struggling to pay our ministry costs.

What can we do to help meet our costs? 

Firstly, we could reduce our costs, but our costs have remained steady for a number of years, other than the ‘Parish Share’, and we have little control over that.  

Secondly, we could approach parishioners and ask them to give more. We did that last January, and had a good response, although even that good response could have been better, which is why we will be launching a new stewardship appeal in the coming months.

Thirdly, we could encourage people to continue supporting the church through their bequests. We have been fortunate to receive bequests from a number of faithful parishioners over the last year, these bequests have helped us minimize the effects of increased parish share and the need to pay for our ministry, as well as rewiring the church. As people support the church during their lives they can continue to support the church when their lives come to an end. It is that sort of support which has kept the church financially buoyant for the last 150 years (look at the charities boards in church to see evidence of that). You can do your bit to help guarantee the future of the ministry and mission of the church, and also the continuing presence of the church building in Claines by including a gift to ‘Claines Church’ in your will. 

The Church exists because of God’s gift to us, we can do our bit to sustain it by giving both in our lives and beyond them. 

Revd Stephen Agnew
Revd Stephen Agnew

The Vicarage, Claines Lane, Worcester WR3 7RN T: 01905 754772
revsmagnew@yahoo.com
Revd Nick Kaleniuk

1 Tamarisk Close, Claines, Worcester, WR3 7LE   T: 01905 458331
nicholas.kaleniuk@btinternet.com
CHURCHWARDENS
John Dorrell, 3 Thistle Close, Claines, Worcester WR3 7LW  T: 01905 458855

Sylvia Duggan, 1 Courtland Close, Worcester WR3 7RB  T: 01905 453743
Keep up with the parish through the internet

The Parish Website address is: www.clainesfriends.org.uk
PARISH CALENDAR – February

Tuesday
  
  1st   
12noon
 Clergy Chapter meeting  

  4.30pm  Evening Prayer


Thursday
  3rd  
10.30am  Holy Communion

Friday

  4th 
  7.30pm  YAC



  

Sunday

  6th 
Fiifth Sunday before Lent  




  8.00am  Holy Communion    




11.00am  Eucharist & Sunday School   




  6.30pm  Evensong

Tuesday

  8th 
  2.30pm  Standing Committee meet

  4.30pm  Evening Prayer




Thursday
10th 
10.30am  Holy Communion

Friday

11th 
  7.00pm  MUGgle Choir Practice

Sunday

13th 
Fourth Sunday before Lent




  8.00am  Holy Communion




11.00am  All age Service




  3.00pm  Holy Baptism




  6.30pm  Evensong

Monday

14th 
  9.30am  Staff Meeting

Tuesday 
15th 
  1.30pm
  Little Fish Club

  5.00pm  Evening Prayer


  

Thursday
17th 
10.30am  Holy Communion

Friday

18th 
  7.15pm  YAC at ‘Bowl Extreme’

Sunday

20th  
Third Sunday before Lent

  
  8.00am  Holy Communion    




11.00am  Eucharist & Sunday School




  6.30pm  Evensong

CATS Pantomime runs throughout the week

Tuesday

22nd   
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer  

Thursday
24th 
10.30am  Holy Communion

Sunday
27th 
Second Sunday before Lent



  8.00am  Holy Communion



11.00am  Eucharist & Sunday School



  3.00pm  Holy Baptism



  6.30pm  Evensong

Parish Registers

Holy BaptisM

28th November
Peter Louis Grima

28th November
Millie Grace Evans

12th December
Joshua Lloyd

  9th January
Alfie Tristan Ormerod

HOLY MATRIMONY

  4th December
Karl Anthony Miller & Amy Louise Brown

17th December 
Timothy Race & Carly Jane Hamblin

18th December
Shaun Stoker & Katherine Joan Duke

27th December
Dean Robert Walker & Katrina Anne Cousins

CHRISTIAN BURIAL AND CREMATION

23rd November
Nancy Jean Thompson aged 91 years

30th November
Thelma Mavis Cresswell aged 76 years

  6th December
Alfred Leopold Dawson aged 89 years

  6th December
Norman Herbert Hills aged 80 years 

  9th December
John Christopher Pite aged 85 years

20th December
Clifford Jude Shaw aged 70 years

22nd December
John Leslie Parker aged 93 years

22nd December
Vera Gwendoline Caudle aged 90 years

23rd December
Thomas William Edwards aged 92 years

Bequests

Bequests have been received this year from the estates of:

Jessie Beard, Mary Wright, Lillian Barton, Jean Thompson

We have also been informed of a bequest from the estate of Liz Jones
There have also been gifts given in memory of:

Alice Mercer Curtler, Ted Sheldon

Many thanks to those people who have made these gifts possible.

MAGAZINE ARTICLES - Please let me have articles by 7th of the month prior to publication. Editor: Stephen Taylor, The Crest, 257 Droitwich Road, Fernhill Heath, Worcester WR3 7UH T: 01905 457165 Email: taylor.crest@tinyworld.co.uk
MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS

Subscriptions will remain the same for 2011 at £3.00 for the year. It is important that subs are paid to keep magazine finances healthy.
 

I should like to pass on my sincere thanks to everyone who helps with the collation and distribution of the Parish Magazine.  It is very much appreciated.
 

 Margaret Sturdy
A New Treasurer

At the end of 2010 David Cariss, who has been our Church treasurer for the last 6 years, announced that he would be stepping down from that role. He has done an immense amount of work behind the scenes at Claines and we owe him a great debt of gratitude. Our thanks to David will be expressed more fully at the Annual Parochial Meeting.

At our recent PCC meeting Mike Jeavons was elected to take over the role of Church treasurer. We are very grateful to him for taking on this responsibility.

In the coming three months Mike will work alongside David, he will take on the role completely after the Annual Meeting in April.

Stephen
Let there be light!

It is with great joy that we celebrate the completion of the lighting and rewiring scheme in Church. And now for the first time in years our church electrics should give no cause for concern for the foreseeable future. 

The effect of the scheme is to provide us with a much better level of light using energy efficient light sources. Another rather unexpected effect of the works is to provide a level of heat in church which we have not felt in years, and during the coldest December on record as well!

I must thank all those people who helped raise the £15K shortfall in our fund. A magnificent effort. I should also mention with gratitude the £10K grant from the Severn Waste Environmental Fund and the £3K grant from the Worcester and Dudley Historic Churches Trust. 

We will be holding a thanksgiving service in due course during which we will celebrate the completion of the project, and give thanks for those who have given so generously.

Another job done!

Stephen
Matt Watkins – Boy Bishop No. 40
Thank you to Matt for taking on the role of Boy Bishop for Christmas 2010. 
He was our 40th Bishop and conducted himself with confidence and dignity throughout his time in office.

Matt attended many services over Christmas even though the weather made travelling difficult at times. He read in our services and represented Claines Church at Claines School Carol Service and at Morton House in the Boy Bishop Service. 

He deserves our gratitude for his devotion to duty. We hope that he enjoyed his time in office and that we will see him singing with us very soon.

Many thanks, Matt. 
 Stephen
CLAINES CHURCH FLOWER GUILD

What an extraordinary Christmas we have had with the country side all beautifully covered in snow, as the carol says all crisp and even. It made for some wonderful pictures, it really was spectacular.

However, I know it made it very hard for people to get around so I must thank my ladies and Colin for all the help they gave to the decorating of the church for Christmas. Thank you also to Mr Norman Wright for the generous gift of a beautiful Christmas tree and to Daphne and friend for donating the Prayer tree, which I’m pleased to say was used and the prayers placed on the tree, Vicar kindly prayed for them at the Thursday morning service, We hope that all who asked for prayers gained some peace and comfort from it. Thank you also to Gordon who helped us to fetch the tree. Thank you to for the lovely Holly kindly donated by Harry and Sally Sansome,and a gift towards the flowers was kindly donated by Terry and Margaret Wakefield, many thanks

There are some dates for your diaries please; Mothering Sunday posies will be made on Saturday 2nd April from 9.30am at the Institute. Easter decorating will take place on Saturday 23rd April from 10.0’clock. I will remind you again nearer the time.

Pat Harris
LITTLE FISH
The Little Fish Club is a celebration service for babies, toddlers and pre-schoolers, their parents, grandparents and carers. It is run by members of Claines Church. We use stories, songs, craft activities and games to tell the children of Gods love for them. There is the chance for adults to meet each other, socialise and have a chat over a light refreshment. Our aim is to have fun and get to know you and give you the chance to get to know one another. Everyone is welcome. The session is free and is funded by the church. We meet at the church hall in Cornmeadow Lane on the 3rd Tuesday in the month at 1.30pm till 2.45pm. We would love you to come and join us, our next meeting is on February 15th.
            Lorraine Deeprose & Judy Hooper

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School caters for children from 3 to 9 years. We meet in the Institute just before 11am every Sunday (except the 2nd in the month, which is an all-age service in Church when children and families are welcome).

We have great fun learning about God and our Christian faith through stories, songs, prayers, games, arts and crafts. We join the whole Church for the final 10 minutes of the service when we share with the congregation the theme of the day and show them what we have been doing.

In addition we sometimes have FOG (Friends Of God) days when we have lots more time to get to know one another and explore our faith further. 

If you would like to join us just come along on any Sunday morning or call Ann Sansome on 01905 754561 or ann@clainesfriends.org.uk to find out more. 

We would love to welcome you.

Ann Sansome
God’s Own Pub Club

This group are the “older” children in Sunday School and we meet in The Mug House, due to lack of space in the Church Institute! This group is a stepping stone between Sunday school and the Adult Church catering for children in Year 5 and above at school. 

We have lots of fun learning about our faith and exploring what it means to be a Christian through Bible reading, prayers, quizzes, games and running fundraising events. We meet in the South Porch of the Church (the door out towards The Mug House) just before 11am (except the 2nd in the month, which is an all-age service in Church when children and families are welcome).

. If you would like to join us please just come along on any Sunday morning or call Ann Sansome on 01905 754561 or ann@clainesfriends.org.uk to find out more.

We would love to welcome you.

Ann Sansome
YOUTH AT CLAINES (YAC)

Last December members of YAC, together with their leaders, joined together to undertake some Carol Singing in the Claines area.    The idea was to walk the locale, stopping at certain spots to sing Carols to raise money for the Maggs Centre for the homeless.   

 

It was a bitterly cold evening however everyone remained in very good "voice" throughout.  While walking between venues the young people and the leaders discussed the plight of the homeless with the young people expressing how hard it must be for many to have to sleep outside on such cold evenings.

 

We were very successful in our efforts ending the evening (when the snow had started to fall) with a good selection of goodies.

 

When Nick collected it all together we found that  between our collection and the collection of tins of soup donated in Church, Nick was able to deliver 100 tins of soup, a large shopping bag filled to the brim with assorted biscuits and £20 in cash to the centre.

 

The Maggs centre were very pleased and grateful to the Youth at Claines for their efforts and even mistook Nick for the Archdeacon who was due that day to pay the centre a visit!!!! 

 

Well done everyone on your efforts. 

Jan Hayden
8th WORCESTER SCOUTS
Friday Troop has been in place for several decades, the leadership team having changed several times over that period.  Most recently, just over five years ago, it came into the hands of two former members of the Troop.

Last term we had a very active time, with a camp, a hike on the Malvern Hills (stopping off to go swimming on the way back), several evenings of pioneering related work (laying the groundwork for more impressive things over the summer term), an evening involving slingshots and another of archery, not to mention the parade and the usual assortment of games and general fun that we get up to.

We were wondering how we were going to top that, but we seem to have managed.  Our plan for the Spring term includes some filming work, an activity weekend, a sailing weekend, a jumble sale, a cooking competition and more.

Our meetings are open to anyone (we currently have places available for girls as well as boys) aged ten and a half to fourteen years old who is willing to have fun and learn new things.  We meet at the Claines Scout Hut on Friday nights at 7:30 till 9:30.

Scout Leader: Ian Davison, 01905 451998

Email: scoutleader@8thworcesterscouts.co.uk 

Website: www.8thworcesterscouts.co.uk

CHILDREN'S SOCIETY
 

My thanks to all those who have so generously supported the Children's Society during my time as local secretary for the Society in Claines. The  support that you give whether through your collection boxes year-round, or  at Christingle  and other fund raising events like Snowdrop Sunday helps the Children's Society enormously in it's invaluable work among children who face difficulties of many kinds.
 

My thanks also to Julie Palmer who responded very promptly to my plea for someone to fill the position of Children's Society secretary in the parish when Brian & I move away. Julie has now taken over from me. You can contact Julie (01905 755201) if you have any questions about your box (especially if it's full) or about anything else to do with the Children's Society. I am sure Julie would be especially pleased to hear from you if you have  a brilliant fund-raising idea for the Children's Society.
 

Keep up the good work! 
Alison Boswell

Women's World Day of Prayer
Friday, 4th March 2011
Ombersley Road Methodist Church
at 2.00 p.m.

Revd Julie Hulme will be our speaker at this year's service which has been prepared by the Christian women of Chile on the theme "How many loaves have you?"  Each year we share the service with our friends from St Stephen's and Ombersley Road Methodist Churches and Claines is always well represented. Refreshments are served after the service and all are welcome - men, women and young people.  Do join us if you can.

Pat Bridges
First impressions of Cambridge University – An Interview with Hannah Sansome

Claines Church's very own Hannah Sansome has begun her bachelor’s degree in Education and Religious Studies at Homerton College, Cambridge. She may be boldly going (and rowing!) where no Sansome has gone before, but she joins a distinguished band of students whose alumni includes accomplished politicians, the current head of Eton and a raft of celebrity actors and comics such as Nick Hancock, Cherie Lunghi, Jan Ravens and Sandi Toksvig. Hannah kindly agreed to share in interview some of her first impressions and initial experiences of Cambridge.

Why choose Cambridge?

Because of the Education degree course. I hope to go into teaching, probably older primary school children.
How have you found university life?

I really love it. It can be a bit overwhelming to start with because there are so many people and no one really knows each other and because you’re so busy all the time.

Did you know anyone else going to Cambridge?

There are 2 other friends of mine from King’s School, Worcester who are there.

What’s your course like – is it hard?

It’s all academic-based at the moment. The hardest aspect is the sheer amount of work and the high expectations placed on you. Fitting in extra curricular activities and balancing time is tricky.  I sing in the Selwyn College Chapel Choir. Last term the Archbishop of York preached at one of our services. There was a good question and answer session with him first. The Archbishop of Canterbury also visited Cambridge last term. 

What do you think of your college?

Homerton is a good college. It’s friendly with modern accommodation as well as older, more historic bits. The tutors are all really good so far.

What else have you been doing?

I go to Holy Trinity Church which is a charismatic, Anglican church with loads of other students and I really like it there. They have a student night with a meal, talk and worship. I’ve also joined the rowing club for the College. We go out on the river very early on cold mornings for training sessions. We’ve already raced the other colleges. I’ve also been bell-ringing at St. Andrew the Great Church in the city centre and had a go at punting.

Rowing practice: fifth from the left, Hannah with the rest of her crew training on a frosty winters’ morning.
NORTH CLAINES W.I.

New Year (no snow), new programme and the members of North Claines WI with punch and crackers welcomed in their January meeting. In festive mood they listened at times with amusement, other with horror as our speaker Roy Fidoe related tales from his life in public health. His tale of a mouse in a fruit cake made us cringe and he could not resist referring to jam and sex (jam Jerusalem and calendars come to mind). Add to all of this fleas and a horse’s carcass buried in lime besides what might lie inside a stationery cupboard Roy kept the members well entertained on a cold January night.

March is a busy month as not only is it our birthday meeting on the 2nd March when Nick Long and Laura Synnuck will perform songs from the musicals but on Saturday 5th March Worcestershire Federation is holding a “Women Reaching Women” day at the Guildhall Worcester which is open to all. There will be Fairtrade/Tradecraft stalls and refreshments will be available.
Our next meeting is on Wednesday 2nd February at 7.15pm at Bishop Allenby Hall Droitwich Road Worcester. Diane Campbell will talk to us about her life in TV. 

Heather Pitts
FAVOURITE PRAYER FOR THE MONTH

Happy New Year to everyone although it will be well underway by the time you read this.  Hopefully it will also be a little lighter.  As I write this it seems very dark at night especially going to and from evensong although the church now glows like a beacon with its new lighting. Light seems to be a theme at the moment and so it is in our prayer.

 We praise you, O God, that the light of Christ shines amid the darkness of our world, and that the darkness has not overcome it. And we pray that his light may shine more and more into our own lives, illuminating our minds with the knowledge of the truth and enabling us to walk in the way of holiness and love; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen
Please, if you have a prayer that you would like included in any of the intercessions I do at evensong then pass a copy to me.  I am always on the lookout for new and interesting prayers.

You may also have a favourite prayer that you would like to see in this magazine.

Speak to me in Church or email me at  BRADY407@btinternet.com 

John Brady
BEVERE GALLERY
Bevere Gallery; a constantly changing display of studio ceramics and original art and craft with new work introduced each month plus highlights of featured makers work.

Loretta Braganza is the featured maker in February she explains 'My work explores the challenge of using basic form to articulate inner space and energize external space. Forms are  pared down to essentials. They are geometrically simple and devoid of explicit meaning, combining aspects of archetypal form with the unfamiliar.

The surface mark-making is assured and deliberate invigorating both form and space by deceptively simple surface patterning. Further exploration reveals a web of interlacing lines creating rich and complex visual imagery.'

Ceramics – Original Art and Craft – Framing - Café

Refreshments

A selection of locally sourced light bites and speciality drinks are served in the Cafe Upstairs from 10.30am – 4.00pm Tuesday – Sunday 

Opening Hours 

10.30am – 5.00pm Tuesday – Sunday 

Please enquire for Bank Holiday openings

Plenty of free parking and free admission

For further information please contact 

Kim Taylor

The Gallery 

Bevere Lane

Worcester.     WR3  7RQ

01905 754484           enquiries@beverevivis.com          www.beverevivis.com
COMPUTER GLITCH
The computer swallowed grandpa. 
Yes, honestly it’s true!  
He pressed 'control and 'enter'  
And disappeared from view. 

It devoured him completely, 
The thought just makes me squirm. 
He must have caught a virus 
Or been eaten by a worm.  

I've searched through the recycle bin  
And files of every kind; 
I've even used the Internet,  
But nothing did I find.  

In desperation, I asked Jeeves
My searches to refine.  
The reply from him was negative,  
Not a thing was found 'online.'     

So, if inside your 'Inbox,'  
My Grandpa you should see,  
Please 'Copy, Scan' and 'Paste' him 
And send him back to me. 
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