
FROM THE VICAR
Once again Christmas is almost upon us, although that is hard to believe with the autumn temperatures which we have enjoyed so far this year. Could it really be that only 11 months ago Worcester was all but ‘cut off' with the heavy snowfalls? Last year is probably how many people would like to remember Christmas, and in years to come they may recollect the year that Christmas was almost ‘deep and crisp and even’.

For us Christmas comes at the darkest time of year, it is the time of the midwinter solstice, and its message of the light of God coming into a dark world makes a great deal of sense when the world around us is dark, and often rather dreary. I often wonder how different it must be to try to reflect on the real meaning of Christmas at the height of summer, as you have to in the Southern hemisphere, but I suspect that I am unlikely to ever experience that firsthand.

The darkness of this time of year forces us to be grateful for the light, to appreciate both natural and artificial light, because with them we are not blind to the world, but can see the way to go. For thousands of years people have been afraid of the dark and associated it with all sorts of terrors, physical and spiritual. 

But at the same time that people have looked to avoid the dark and head for the light there has been a sense in which the light is enhanced by the presence of darkness, and darkness contributes to the magnificence of light. Perhaps we experience that at the most magical of times, Christmas Eve, when we anticipate Christmas, and the time of anticipation is more evocative than Christmas morning itself. Darkness somehow signifies a time of waiting, of expectancy and yearning, of looking forward with hope to a future as yet unknown. Darkness is also associated with dreams and revelation and other things that are mysterious and only half clear.

There are times in our own lives when we feel that we are in darkness, or just ‘in the dark’, and see that as entirely negative; but it may just be that  being in darkness is a way of growing in understanding and faith.

If you are intrigued by this way of thinking, if you’ve ever caught yourself wondering whether there are things to be learned from the dark moments when there seem to be no physical or spiritual sources of light, perhaps you’d like to come along to our Advent course which looks at darkness, and encourages us to think in surprisingly positive ways about our experience of darkness. 

We meet on Thursday evenings at 7.30pm starting on 1 December at the Vicarage. You would be very welcome, and as we wrestle with the ideas of darkness perhaps we may appreciate the light all the more when we come to welcome the light of the world.

With every blessing for a reflective Advent and a joyful Christmas.

Revd Stephen Agnew 

The Vicarage, Claines Lane, Worcester WR3 7RN 
T: 01905 754772
E: revsmagnew@yahoo.com
Curate: Revd Nick Kaleniuk
1 Tamarisk Close, Claines, Worcester, WR3 7LE   
T: 01905 458331
E: nicholas.kaleniuk@btinternet.com
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	Rachel Cramp, 11 Willowslea Road, Northwick, Worcester WR3 7QP

T: 01905 457749
E: Willowslea2@yahoo.com


	Phil Kear, 1 Hadley Villas, Droitwich Road, Worcester WR3 7SW
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Keep up with the parish through the internet

The Parish Website address is: www.clainesfriends.org.uk
MAGAZINE ARTICLES

Please let me have articles by 7th of the month prior to publication. Editor: Stephen Taylor, The Crest, 257 Droitwich Road, Fernhill Heath, Worcester WR3 7UH

T: 01905 457165 

E: taylor.crest@tinyworld.co.uk
PARISH CALENDAR – December

Thursday
  1st    
10.30am  Holy Communion




  7.30pm  Advent reflection 

Friday
  
  2nd  
  7.00pm  Choir Practice




  7.30pm  YAC

Saturday
  3rd  
10.00am  Christmas Coffee Morning

Sunday

  4th 
2nd Sunday of Advent 




  8.00am  Holy Communion    




11.00am  Eucharist & Installation of Junior Bishop  




  6.30pm  Evensong

Monday

  5th 
  7.30pm  Deanery Synod meets

Tuesday

  6th
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer




  7.30pm
  Standing Committee Meeting 


Thursday
  8th 
10.30am  Holy Communion




11.15pm  Nativity Service (School Bank Nursery)




  2.00pm  Nativity Service (The Grange)




  7.30pm  Advent reflection


Friday

  9th 
  9.00am  Nativity Service (Claines School)
  


 

  7.00pm  Choir Practice

Saturday
10th 
12.30pm  Wedding  

Sunday

11th 
3rd Sunday of Advent




  8.00am  Holy Communion




11.00am  Young People’s Nativity Service




  3.00pm  Holy Baptism




  6.30pm  Evensong

Tuesday 
13th
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer


Thursday
15th 
10.30am  Holy Communion




  6.30pm  Carol Service (Claines School)  




  7.30pm  Advent reflection

Friday

16th 
  7.00pm  Choir Practice

  7.30pm  YAC



Saturday
17th 
11.00am
  Carol Singing for Maggs Centre

Sunday

18th     
4th Sunday of Advent

  
  8.00am  Holy Communion    




11.00am  Eucharist & Holy Baptism




  6.30pm  Carol Service followed by Mince Pies & Mulled Wine

Tuesday

20th   
  1.30pm  Little Fish Club

  4.30pm  Evening Prayer  

Thursday
22nd     
10.30am  Holy Communion



  2.00pm  Junior Bishop’s Service at Morton House



  7.30pm  Advent reflection

Christmas Eve
24th 
  4.00pm  Christingle Service



11.00pm  First Communion of Christmas

Christmas Day
25th 
  8.00am  Holy Communion



10.30am  Family Eucharist

 

Thursday
29th 
10.30am  Holy Communion

PARISH CALENDAR – JANUARY
Sunday
  1st  
2nd Sunday of Christmas



  8.00am  Holy Communion



11.00am  Eucharist


  6.30pm  Sung Compline 

Tuesday
  3rd  
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer

Thursday
  5th 
10.30pm  Holy Communion

Sunday
  8th 
The Baptism of Christ



  8.00am  Holy Communion



11.00am  All age Service



  3.00pm  Holy Baptism



  6.30pm  Evensong

Monday
  9th 
  9.30am  Staff Meeting



  4.30pm  North Worcester Churches meet

Tuesday
10th 
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer

Thursday
12th 
10.30am  Holy Communion



  7.30pm  PCC Meeting

Friday                   13th 
  7.00pm  Choir Practice

Saturday
14th 
  1.00pm  Wedding

Sunday
15th 
2nd Sunday of Epiphany



  8.00am  Holy Communion



11.00am  Eucharist & Sunday School



  6.30pm  Evensong

Tuesday
17th 
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer

Thursday
19th 
10.30am  Holy Communion

Saturday
21st  
  9.30am  Team Training

Sunday
22nd  
3rd Sunday of Epiphany



  8.00am  Holy Communion



11.00am  Eucharist & Sunday School



  3.00pm  Holy Baptism



  6.30pm  Evensong



  6.30pm  Deanery Youth Service

Tuesday
24th 
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer

Thursday
26th 
10.30am  Holy Communion

Friday
27th 
  7.00pm  Choir Practice

Saturday
28th 
  7.30pm  Quiz Night and Fish & Chip Supper

Sunday
29th 
4th Sunday of Epiphany



  8.00am  Holy Communion



11.00am  Matins & Sunday School



  
6.30pm  Evensong
Parish Registers

Holy BaptisM

23rd October
Eleanor Daisy Graham

23rd October
Robert James Allen

23rd October
LeBron Bailey John Christian

23rd October
Sylvia Alys Undy

  6th November
Bonny-Mai Powell Davies

  6th November
Thomas James Davies

  6th November
Christopher Rhys Davies

CHRISTIAN BURIAL AND CREMATION

14th October
Jean Marguerite Nicholls aged 92 years

  7th November
Mary Elizabeth Oliver aged 87 years

  9th November
Gladys Macdonald aged 91 years
14th November
Winifred Jessie Attwell aged104 years

15th November
Joan Phyllis Rofe aged 90 years

GOD’S OWN PUB CLUB &
SUNDAY SCHOOL

The first few sessions of December will be spent preparing for our Advent service on Sunday 11th. We very much hope that you and your family will join us on that day.  We will have been finding out about the ancestors of Jesus as represented in the Jesse Tree and will be sharing some of their stories with you.
We are once again teaching the children about the Jesse Tree because it helps them (and us) to focus on the real meaning of Advent and Christmas. This is quite a difficult task given the amount of commercial pressure at this time of year. Please do all that you can to help the children in your lives to hear the message of Advent and Christmas from a Christian viewpoint. There will be a sheet in church providing daily readings for you to follow and share with the family throughout Advent. 
Children are always welcome to join us, just come along any Sunday, visit our website (www.clainesfriends.org.uk) or call me on 01905 754561 (or email ann@clainesfriends.org.uk) for further details. 
We will not be meeting on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day but I look forward to seeing you all in Church. Sunday 8th January will be a Family Service and we will resume Sunday School and Pub Club on 15th January 2012.
All that remains now is to wish you all a lovely Christmas and a Happy New Year. I pray that we will all be ready once more to welcome the Lord into our hearts, into our homes and into our lives.

Ann Sansome
Claines Church 24 hour Big Bible Read!

 

On Saturday morning 22nd October, at 7.30 members of the congregation of  St John the Baptist, Claines, began a 24 hour sponsored Big Bible Read!  It was to celebrate the 400th anniversary of the King James Version of the Bible.  It was a daunting task to undertake, but ladies, gentlemen and children read brilliantly in 30 minute sessions, some doing several sessions during the 24 hours.  Saturday drew to a close but for many, the Big Read was just beginning... as it continued throughout the night!  Sarah Cottrill, who had come up with the idea, was the last to read, finishing at 7.30 on Sunday morning, as the church clock chimed the half hour. 

Sarah said: " It was an amazing effort, with 278 chapters read, which took us up to Samuel 2!  It was a wonderful way to to celebrate both the 400th Anniversary of the King James Bible, but also to commemorate Bible Sunday.  Next year we hope to continue from where we left off...!"

Rachel Cramp
Posada
Once again Mary and Joseph will be travelling around the homes of our parish during the days of Advent, in the form of our olive-wood crib figures. We hope that those who offer them hospitality will enjoy that experience and will come to place them in the church nativity scene on  Christmas Eve at the Christingle Service (and bring their sheep with them!)

Stephen
Junior Bishop
As was reported in the magazine a few months ago the PCC has decided that now is the right time that our special role of Boy Bishop of Claines should be open to girls as well, thus the title ‘Junior Bishop’. On the principal that General Synod has already approved female Bishops our own Bishop of Dudley has given the ‘thumbs up’ to our proposal, and so I can report that the next Junior Bishop will be Charlotte Jeavons.

Charlotte has been a regular member of God’s Own Pub Club, the serving team, and the Junior Choir for a number of years, and is also a member of YAC.

She will be installed a Junior Bishop at the Eucharist on 4th December and will hold office throughout the Advent and Christmas period, leading prayers, reading lessons and representing the church at outside functions.

We all hope that she enjoys her time in office in the church.

Stephen
Confirmation
We will be starting the Confirmation course in the New Year. As usual the course will be open to adults and young people aged 10 or over and will be held over the Spring months,

Confirmation is performed by the Bishop and is one of the sacraments of the church through which people are made full adult members of the church.

If you know of anyone who would like to take part in this year’s course ask them to make contact with the clergy over the next month or so.
Stephen
PARISH MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTOR REQUIRED

 

If you could spare a little time once a month to distribute Parish Magazines in Leabank Drive and Cornmeadow Lane or could help by being a relief distributor in case of sickness, holidays etc, please contact Margaret Sturdy on Worcester 456624, evenings or weekends.  Any help would be much appreciated.

Margaret Sturdy
STREET PASTORS
Could you be a Street Pastor in Worcester?

Street Pastors is an inter-denominational church response to urban problems, engaging with people on the streets to care, listen and share dialogue. It was pioneered in London in January 2003 by Rev Les Isaac, Director of the Ascension Trust, and has seen some remarkable results, including drops in crime in areas where teams have been working. There are now over 200 teams around the United Kingdom.

Each city project is set up by Ascension Trust and run by a local coordinator with support from Ascension Trust and local churches and community groups, in partnership with Police, Council and other statutory agencies.

Street Pastors Worcester is a partnership between local churches, Worcester City Council (through the Safer Worcester Partnership) and West Mercia Police. Every Saturday night, teams of Street Pastors go out into the city centre to engage with the people on the streets and in practical ways represent something of the presence of God’s love on our city streets.

If you are interested in training to become a Street Pastor, or would like to support in prayer and/or financially, please email or phone Trevor McAvoy of the Worcester Street Pastors Management Committee on 01905 640268. If you would like to be included in a monthly update, please also email at the address below.  You can also follow Street Pastors Worcester on Twitter and keep updated via our Facebook page.

email: worcester@streetpastors.org.uk

Twitter: www.twitter.com/worcestersp

Facebook: www.facebook.com/worcesters treetpastors
web:www.streetpastors.co.uk

CLAINES CHURCH FLOWER GUILD
First of all I must say a big thank you to all who contributed to the lovely Harvest gifts, and to all who gave of their time to help decorate our lovely church and to all who helped to distribute the gifts.

Please make a note of the date when we will be decorating the church for the Christmas celebration. This will take place on Friday 23rd December from 10 o’clock. Donations of variegated and green foliage and berried Holly would be most welcome; also your very valued help to decorate. Anyone who would like to join us that hasn’t been before will be made most welcome.  We’re a friendly group.

Pat Harris
End of Term Report

“If you had to describe your journey so far, what sort of vehicle would you be?”

This was the question put to the first year Ordinands recently.
I didn’t need long to think about it: “Del Boy Trotter’s Reliant Robin!” Why? I find it hard to get started and have discovered that I’m very rusty!
As I come to the end of my first term as an Ordinand, I look back on three months that have been fun, exciting, nerve racking, demanding and have passed far too quickly! I have met some wonderful people who I think and hope, will remain friends for the rest of my life and I have discovered how little I know! I have attended two training weekends, (memorable not least for the amazing food provided!), and have prepared and led services both here and on one of those weekends. I have completed two assignments and have begun to look at many things in a new light.
Through all of this I have been very conscious of the prayerful support I have from the people of Claines, and, to borrow from St. Paul, “I thank my God every time I think of you!” (Colossians 1:3). This support really does make a difference to me, so thank you. Please continue to pray for me, to encourage me from time to time and, who knows, maybe by the end of next term I’ll have progressed from Del Boy’s Reliant Robin to one of Harry’s tractors – still rather slow but trundling along  in my own time!

Sarah Cottrill 

THE HASSOCK CHALLENGE
We are wanting to replace some of the older hassocks at the back of the church with hand worked ones, as there are in the front. Would anyone who might be interested in either working, or donating a hassock, please either put their name on the list by the North Door, or contact Jennie Hayward on 01905 29545.

As yet no decision has been taken on a pattern range and, therefore, we don’t know possible prices. However, these will be packs with everything required included and there will be a range of patterns to choose from.

As soon as it is known how many people might be interested in either donating, working, or perhaps doing both, a meeting will be called to discuss designs and prices.

Jennie Hayward
MOTHERS’ UNION
November’s business meeting gave us plenty to think about, preparing for 2012. Next year the Mothers’ Union within the diocese will be launching their new parenting programme and there will be more details about this in the New Year.  Meanwhile during the winter months our members will be busy manning the M.U. stall at various wedding fayres throughout the West Midlands. This is a project that commenced four years ago, which has been very successful, and is now running in conjunction with the Church of England. 

Meanwhile in December our afternoon group will be celebrating Advent at their meeting on Tuesday 13th December at 2pm in the Church Hall and our evening group will be putting the final details to their programme of events for 2012 at their meeting at 7.30pm on Wednesday 14th December whilst enjoying some festive fayre. 

Weather permitting, we will be holding our AGM in January.

Pat Smallcombe and I would like to take this opportunity to thank all our branch members for their support during the year, their hard work in fundraising and their attendance at all baptism services at the church. Also, thank you to all our members who assist at church activities like the LINK lunch, Little Fish Group, Sunday School, YAC, arrange flowers in church and all those who sing in the choir. 

The Mothers’ Union wish you all joy, peace and every blessing this Christmas time. 

Gwen Clifford
NORTH CLAINES W.I.

Our November AGM was enlightened by first hearing the Rev Peter Holzapfel talking about and reciting from the poems of “Woodbine Willie”. Rev Peter said none of the poems would be found in an anthology but the words as he delivered them to us rose powerfully from the page describing the awfulness of war, the falling leaves of autumn and the beauty of the birth of Christ. Studdert-Kennedy is buried in St John’s cemetery and some of us may very well be visiting the site in the near future.
Having then been refreshed by a cup of tea and biscuits we were able to embark on the AGM with renewed vigour. We were very grateful that Wendy Booth a WI Advisor was able to attend our meeting and assist with the AGM and also the voting on a Special Resolution for the proposed change of the date of our AGM to the same date as we debate the National Federation’s Resolutions in May. Our members voted for the change.
The AGM proceeded smoothly to a conclusion and the committee for the past year were thanked by the President and by the members. The members are now looking forward to their Christmas meeting on the 7th December.
Heather Pitts 

FAVOURITE PRAYER FOR THE MONTH
As the nights get darker I thought a prayer about the “Light of the World” would be appropriate.

Our dearest Lord,

be thou a bright flame before me,

be thou a guiding star above me, 

be thou a smooth path beneath me,

be thou a kindly shepherd behind me,

today and for evermore.

Amen

Please, if you have a prayer that you would like included in any of the intercessions I do at evensong then pass a copy to me.  I am always on the lookout for new and interesting prayers.

You may also have a favourite prayer that you would like to see in this magazine.

You can contact me in Church, or my email address is BRADY407@btinternet.com 

John Brady

BEVERE GALLERY
Bevere Gallery offers high quality displays of the work of local, regional and nationally known print makers, artists, jewellers and ceramicists.  Throughout the year, and especially at Christmas time, if you are looking for handmade, individually designed gifts with a very special unique quality Bevere Gallery is certainly worth a visit.

Once again we are delighted to welcome Anita Bufton back to the Stable for a flavour of Christmas.  Her individually designed everlasting decorations for the table and around the house have been handmade in a variety of colour ways, shapes and sizes this year.  Anita is happy to create commissions and will be available in the Stable at various times until Christmas to discuss your individual requirements. 

Open Tuesday – Saturday 10.30am – 5.00pm (Café closes at 4.00pm)

Bevere Lane, Worcester.  WR3  7RQ  

01905 754 484 

beveregallery.com
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