FROM THE VICAR

This month a number of members of our congregation, together with some friends from other churches will be going on a pilgrimage to Turkey. You may think that it isn’t very long since our last pilgrimage (time moves so quickly) - it is actually two years since we travelled through Israel/Palestine and Jordan. When we visit Turkey we will be spending some time in Istanbul then travelling to Izmir (Smyrna in the New Testament), and from there visiting the seven churches which feature in the book Revelation.

On the surface of it Turkey seems to be a strange place to visit for a pilgrimage, after all Jesus never left the Holy Land, so he had no connection with Turkey. But within a few years of the death of Jesus the Christian message had been preached throughout much of the Roman Empire, and it had particularly taken root in present day Greece and Turkey, largely through the missionary zeal of St. Paul and one or two of the other apostles. We know that St. Paul stayed in Ephesus for a number of years, we know stories of the trouble caused there by his preaching (Acts 19). We know that the writer of the letters to the churches (St. John the Evangelist or St. John the Elder) stayed in Ephesus, and there is a tradition that Mary the Mother of Jesus lived in Ephesus. For those reasons we will be thinking about much New Testament material as we travel through that part of Turkey visiting places like Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Laodicea and Miletus, all names linked with the early spreading of the Christian gospel. 

The other part of our pilgrimage takes us to Istanbul, which seems to have even less Christian claims than the seven churches around Izmir (which are at least mentioned in the New Testament). And yet under the different names of Byzantium and Constantinople, Istanbul became the most important city in Christendom for nearly 1000 years. As Rome lost its power so Constantinople grew in influence and it became the centre of the Christian world. And it was near here that the various Christian Councils took place which shaped the Christian faith so that it became the faith we know today. It was, for instance, at Nicea, not far from Istanbul, that the nature of the Christian faith was fixed and a statement of Christian belief was agreed which we still use in our Eucharistic services to this day, the ‘Nicene Creed’. 

Our visit to Turkey will make us focus on how our faith was moulded in a Graeco-Roman environment which gave it the capacity to be received outside that small country in which it was born, and to become a message for the whole world. There will also be something rather more salutary to observe whilst we are in Turkey. The Christian church in Turkey, especially in Istanbul was immensely powerful for many hundreds of years, and yet now the percentage of Christians in Turkey is about 1% of the population. Most of the places of worship we will visit are no longer used as places of worship, and the question we might face is, ‘what is to prevent Western Europe from following that downward spiral, and in 500 years will people be visiting our great Cathedrals and seeing them as no more than museum pieces of a bygone age which have little spiritual significance for the people of that time?’ It is a challenging thought, but perhaps one which is inevitably at the back of people’s minds as they witness the challenges which so many churches are facing in this country at the moment.

We will come back challenged, I am sure, and I hope we will come back refreshed too.

Revd Stephen Agnew
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PARISH CALENDAR – APRIL

Friday

  1st  
  7.00pm
  MUGgle Choir Rehearsal 




  7.30pm  YAC

Sunday

  3rd  
Mothering Sunday 




  8.00am  Holy Communion    




11.00am  Sung Eucharist & Holy Baptism






  6.30pm  Evensong

Monday

  4th 
  7.30pm  Lent Course

Tuesday

  5th 
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer


Thursday
  7th 
Pilgrimage Party leaves for Turkey

10.30am  Holy Communion

  7.00pm  Events Committee meeting 


 

Friday

  8th 
  9.15am  School End of Term Service  

Sunday

10th 
Fifth Sunday of Lent




  8.00am  Holy Communion




11.00am  All age Service




  3.00pm  Holy Baptism




  6.30pm  Evensong

Monday

11th 
  7.30pm  Lent Course 

Tuesday 
12th 
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer

Thursday
14th 
10.30am  Holy Communion  

Friday

15th 
  7.30pm   YAC

Sunday

17th  
Palm Sunday 

  
  8.00am  Holy Communion    




11.00am  Eucharist & Palm Procession




  6.30pm  Evensong

Monday

18th   
  7.30pm  United Service for Holy Week

Tuesday

19th   
12.30pm  Little Fish Club in Church 

  4.30pm  Evening Prayer  

Maundy Thursday 21st  
10.30am  Holy Communion



11.00pm  Chrism Eucharist in the Cathedral



  7.30pm  Sung Eucharist & Vigil

Good Friday
22nd 
  9.00am  Charity Breakfast



11.00am  Stations of the Cross



  2.00pm  The Last Hour of the Cross

Holy Saturday
23rd 
  8.00pm  Service of Easter Fire and Renewal of Baptismal vows

Easter Sunday
24th 
  8.00am  Holy Communion



11.00am  Eucharist & Easter Egg Hunt



  3.00pm  Holy Baptism



  6.30pm  Evensong

Monday 
25th 
  2.00pm  Easter Eggstravaganza



  7.30pm  Concert of English Words & Music

Tuesday
26th 
  4.30pm  Evening Prayer

Thursday
28th 
10.30am  Holy Communion



  7.30pm  Annual Church Meeting – In Church

Friday

29th 
  ROYAL WEDDING

CHRISTIAN BURIAL AND CREMATION

22nd February
Roy Thorpe aged 99 years

25th February 
George Worthy Simpson aged 89 years

MAGAZINE ARTICLES - Please let me have articles by 7th of the month prior to publication. Editor: Stephen Taylor, The Crest, 257 Droitwich Road, Fernhill Heath, Worcester WR3 7UH T: 01905 457165 Email: taylor.crest@tinyworld.co.uk

Little Fish                                                              
LOVE was in the air when we met on February 15th, our theme was how Jesus 

loves us, no matter how young or old or

what we have or haven’t done. Just like parents or carers, Jesus’ love is unconditional. 
Our bible story was dramatised and everyone took part. It described how Jesus wanted the children to come to him and listen to his teachings. We played a game about feelings and emotions and made doll puppets.
When you read this article we will have celebrated our new launch of the ALL AGE SERVICE, watch out for next month’s article to see a picture of the new banners which the children carried to the alter!
Just as Jesus welcomed the children into his church so are we at Claines. It’s good to remember they are our future congregation.
Our next meeting is April 19th @ 1pm. we will be at church celebrating Easter; bring your picnic lunch and any extra siblings to enjoy the activities.

 Lorraine Deeprose 
& Judy Hooper

GOD’S OWN PUB CLUB &
SUNDAY SCHOOL
Easter is the high point of the Christian Year, even though Christmas is more widely observed in today’s society. Our aim this month will therefore be to try and teach the children about Easter and the events leading up to that very exciting first Easter Day. During April lots of the services will be “all-age” beginning on April 3rd with Mothering Sunday. April 10th will be the usual all-age service and the next week (17th April) we will all be together for the Palm Procession before the children go off to their own sessions. April 24th (Easter Day) will again involve all ages worshipping together. The younger members of the congregation do though get a little break during the service when they go out into the Churchyard and search for Easter eggs! In amongst all this, the Pub Club and YAC children will be holding their annual Good Friday Breakfast prior to the service in Church. They have chosen to raise funds for the children who are sponsored by the church in Kandago. Look out for tickets going on sale very soon or contact any of the youth leaders. 

We look forward to seeing you at all these services and events.

Children are always welcome to join us, just come along any Sunday or call me on 01905 754561 (or email ann@clainesfriends.org.uk) for further details.

Ann Sansome
           Youth At Claines      

                        (YAC)
All the Fun of YAC – it just goes on and on.
We have had another fun packed month at YAC .   On 18th February two teams of Yaccers took part in a bowling session at Bowl Extreme  demonstrating some very innovative methods of bowling. There were more strikes achieved by bowling through your legs backwards down the alley than there were using the more traditional methods.  Nick K made up the numbers on the boys team, however, during the second game was certainly flagging in stamina.   Lorraine played a few games on his behalf and helped to double his overall score very quickly.   Nick was certainly revived after his hot dog and chips as were the rest of the young people.

The final results were:

Boys Game A; Winner Harry Jackman

Boys Game B: Winner James Deeprose

Girls Game A: Winner Amber Clarke

Girls Game B: Winner Amy Causier

Well done to the winners and also to those who didn’t quite get top scores, you all did extremely well.

Our pancake evening was planned for 4th March which everyone looked forward to. During this evening we had a talk about the Kandago Schools where St John the Baptist Church sponsors the education of a number of children.

YAC and Pub Club will be joining ranks at the years Good Friday Breakfast taking place  in the Institute to help serve the “breakfasters” and have chosen the Kandago Education Fund as their chosen Charity to benefit from the profits of this event.  Get your tickets and help us make this event a success.

Next month sees us preparing for our “Come Dine with Me” competitions so watch this space to learn what culinary delights the young people come up with.
Jan Hayden

Claines Church Flower Guild

April 24th is Easter Sunday this year, the latest it could be. 

Therefore donations towards the Easter Lilies and Flowers in memory of loved ones and the names to be entered into the Easter Book of Remembrance can be given to me; this will need to be done by Sunday 17th April to enable the names to be entered in the book. The book will be kept on the Altar for the 6 weeks of Easter and can be looked at during that time.
The church will be open on Easter Monday for anyone to look around and enjoy the beautiful flowers; this is part of the Easter celebration day.

The decorating of the church will take place on Saturday 23rd April, from 10’0clock Donations of green foliage will be gratefully received, Your help to decorate will be most welcome.

Pat Harris
MARRIAGE PREPARATION DAYS

Last month I included in the magazine a short article about our Marriage Preparation days. At the beginning of March we held our first Preparation day of this year and attracted 11 couples, more than we have ever catered for.

We had a great day together with Jennie, Nick and myself leading the reflections on marriage whilst John and Di Brady were the hosts making endless drinks and serving out the wonderful meal which we all shared, courtesy of many members of the congregation who provided their own signature dishes.

We only just had room in the Institute for the lunchtime feast, but we are really enjoyed the food and the company.

Thank you to all those many people who contributed to making it a great day.

Stephen
THE CHURCH ANNUAL MEETING

This year our Annual Church Meeting will take place on Thursday 28th April. Over the past few years we have been able to hold the meeting on a Sunday, but because of the very late date of Easter and other constraints we cannot find a suitable Sunday on which to meet, so we will meet on the Thursday evening at 7.30pm in Church.

At that meeting we will need to elect two new churchwardens as both John Dorrell and Sylvia Duggan are stepping down after a good number of year’s service as wardens.

At the meeting we will thank them for all that they have done for the church but we will also need to find two new wardens. 

The election of churchwardens is the responsibility not just of members of the congregation but of parishioners (ie all people who live or worship within the parish). Would YOU be prepared to offer yourself as a churchwarden at Claines?

If you are interested speak to the Vicar or one of our current wardens.

Stephen
English Easter Extravaganza

This is an afternoon of fun activities for all the family to celebrate St. George’s Day and Easter which this year fall on the same weekend.

On Monday 25th April from 2:00 till 3:30 competitions for the best decorated Easter Cake, Easter Egg and Easter Garden will take place in the Church yard and there will be opportunity to create an Easter Bonnet, also for a competition. Brave Teddy Bears can jump off the church tower and for those who prefer to remain firmly on the ground, there will be a treasure hunt around the church yard and a skittles competition.  Meanwhile in the Church you can read about English Easter customs or pay the organist to play your favourite English tune, then go over to the Institute for a cream Tea!

At 3:30 we move up to the school playing field for golf and cricket tournaments and to enrol in “Sir Nick’s School of Chivalry.”The day is rounded off by a concert of English words and music in the Church Hall at 7.30 where a supper will also be served.

Sarah Cottrill
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 2011

The Christian Aid Week collection this year is 15th to 21st May. Some of our collectors from previous years have gone and we are looking for some new collectors to join our team. If you can spare a couple of hours to give-out and collect the Christian Aid envelopes from houses in your area we would love to hear from you. This house-to-house collection is very important for Christian Aid in the work they do - please support us.
If you would like to help contact us by 'phone on 454499, or speak to us or one of the clergy in Church. Thank you.

                                                                          David and Joan Ritchie
TERRY’S CHALLENGE FOR

ST. RICHARD’S HOSPICE
Terry Wakefield, accompanied by his son (alias Nick Kaleniuk), will again be taking on the 11 mile Malvern Hills walk in May to raise funds for the new building being erected at St. Richard’s Hospice to care for the terminally ill.

In May 2010 the two took on the same challenge when Nick was mistaken for Terry’s son, or Terry was mistaken for Nick’s father. Well, the likeness is spooky you have to admit – it must be the glasses.
(photo removed for church website)

Terry, who has had his own battles with illness, will be seeking sponsorship once again. Please contact him on 01905 452332 or speak to him (usually at the 8.00am Sunday service) or Nick in church.
During August they also hope to be taking part in the 21 mile inland waterways walk (Droitwich-Hawford-Diglis-Droitwich). The May walk is really their training event for this one. 

They would be grateful for your generous support.

Editor
FAVOURITE PRAYER FOR THE MONTH
At the time this prayer was submitted the truly awful disaster in Japan was still ongoing.  Many find it hard to comprehend such terrible and indiscriminate acts of nature. So we pray for the people of Japan.

Lord, we pray not only for those whose lives have been darkened by disaster in recent days, but also for those whose faith has been shaken; for those who stand bewildered and fearful in the midst of tragedy; for the injured, the bereaved and the destitute.
We commend to your grace all who are seeking to help and heal the injured, and to comfort and calm the bereaved.
From you alone can come the word that will lift them above their darkness.  Answer, O Lord, the question in people’s minds; and assure them that though disaster is not of your will, you are present with them in their suffering and sorrow, and can enable them to find purpose, hope and peace again. Amen

Please, if you have a prayer that you would like included in any of the intercessions I do at evensong then pass a copy to me.  I am always on the lookout for new and interesting prayers.

You may also have a favourite prayer that you would like to see in this magazine.

Speak to me in Church or email me at  BRADY407@btinternet.com 

John Brady
MOTHERS’ UNION
Mary Wear, a seasoned Mothers’ Union Speaker, came to our afternoon meeting in March to give us a talk entitled “Families are Wonderful, Sometimes”.  A look at the changing format of the “family unit” over the past thirty years and how we, as children, parents and now grandparents have had to adapt to that change.  A talk peppered with happy and sad stories, moments of deep thought and a good deal of humour. It was greatly enjoyed by us all. 

Our evening group attended the Ash Wednesday Service in Church and were pleased to see a good  number of our members singing in the choir.  We retired afterwards to the local hostelry for our business notices and fellowship. 

If you are coming to the Easter Eggtravaganza in the Church on Easter Monday do pop across to the Institute where the Mothers’ Union members will be serving cream teas during the afternoon.  Let us all pray for good weather. 

Our meetings in April are:-

Tuesday 12 April at 2pm – Claines Church Hall - Our D.I.Y. Meeting (no, we are not decorating the hall) but listening to a selection of poetry, literature and music chosen by our members.

Wednesday 13 April at 7.30pm – The Institute - Speaker : Mavis Firkins “Faith in the Early Christian Church”

All welcome at any of our meetings.
Gwen Clifford
NORTH CLAINES W.I.
With toes tapping and hands clapping, the members of North Claines together with guests from the Worcester Group of WIs’ celebrated their March Birthday meeting in style.
 Following our birthday supper Nick Long and Laura Synnuck took to the stage and raised the rafters with a wide range of songs to suit all tastes. Our hearts were wrung when Laura sang “As long as he needs me” and we all joined in the chorus with merry abandon when Nick sang “Any dream will do”.
The evening was brought to an end with a raffle and the answers to a musical quiz. Unusually one team (strangely enough from North Claines WI) got all the answers correct; they were well rewarded with Crème Eggs.
Our next meeting is at 7.15pm on Wednesday 6th April at Bishop Allenby Hall  Droitwich Road Worcester; John Turrell will speak about children’s traditional games and he may have us singing too.
More details about North Claines WI may be found at: www.northclaineswi.moonfruit.co.uk
Heather Pitts
NEW DIOCESAN DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION APPOINTED
Ann Mundy has been appointed Director of Education for the Diocese of Worcester. The Diocesan Director of Education has responsibility for the 98 Primary and three Secondary Church of England Schools in Worcestershire and Dudley. Ann will work with the local authorities along with all those concerned with the delivery of the education service and will manage a team who aim to promote lifelong learning across the diocese. 

Ann became the Deputy Director of Education in April last year.
 She has spent most of her career in primary schools in Herefordshire, and has been the head teacher at a VA church school in Hereford for 10 years, as well as working as a Church Schools Inspector.
Bishop John said: "Ann's appointment is very good news for the Diocese of Worcester and its 101 church schools. She is a very gifted person who has exactly the right skills and experience to carry forward the outstanding work done by her predecessor."
Computer scam is back

There is an old scam that is back doing the rounds. Although it’s not new, it is on the increase, and it can be effective. It all starts when you get an unexpected telephone call from someone claiming to be “from Microsoft”. They will tell you that you have problems with your computer, but they will help to resolve the issue. They will talk you through switching your computer on, and performing a variety of tasks to “repair” your system. At some point they will probably ask you for money – around £50 is the norm – and you will have to pay there and then with a credit card.

This is all totally false. Even if Microsoft could detect that your computer was in trouble, they have no way of matching your computer with your telephone number. They don’t have the resources to telephone individuals about computer problems, and wouldn’t be allowed to even if they had. This is a scam.

At best you have lost your £50. At worst you have handed your card details to professional criminals. All the tasks you were asked to perform will probably have bypassed your computer security, and maybe even downloaded something unpleasant, opening your computer up to all manner of nasties.

If this happens to you, just hang up. If you think you have fallen victim to this contact your bank immediately and explain the situation. Then get your computer checked out by a reputable professional (myself or check the small ads in this newsletter). If you want an informal chat feel free to give me a ring on Worcester 457468.

Mark Pattison 

Senior Systems Engineer

11 Eltric Road, Claines. mark@hazmar.co.uk
BEVERE GALLERY
Through the eyes of the artist......

Friday April 22nd to Thursday 5th May
at Central Gallery, St Anne’s Road, Great Malvern
Paintings by 

Valerie Briggs, John Harris, Mike Hatcher and Chris Howells

Ceramics by 

Claire Murray, Amanda Popham and Alasdair Neil & Sally Macdonel

Through the eyes of the an artist is an exhibition by four artists who first met 20 years ago when Chris Howells was assembling a group of artists to exhibit at what was to become an annual exhibition in Alcester, Warwickshire. Their paths have crossed many times since but this is the first time for around 10 years that they have exhibited together outside a commercial gallery

All four artists have a great love for the natural world and the landscape of the British Isles; however, this exhibition will show some diversity from their normal styles. Working in oils, watercolours, pastels and graphite the artists enjoy the freedom to experiment using the surrounding countryside as their inspiration

Their exhibition is complimented by ceramic art, whose works are regularly exhibited, along with the artists work, at the Bevere Gallery, Worcester
The exhibition will be open Monday to Sunday 10.30 to 5.30

Plenty of parking available in the council car park opposite. Free admission.
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