Dear potential Junior Bishop!
Thank you for considering this role! The Junior Bishop is the next step of a tradition that has become established as quite a unique part of our Christmas celebrations. It is a very special opportunity and a great chance to serve your church. You will remember it for the rest of your life.
This note aims to give you some information on the general aspects of what your duties would be. A brief history is also given at the end of this document.
What kind of person is needed?
· You should be between 11-14 years old, approximately. 

· Hopefully you will have been baptised

· You should be a confident reader and be comfortable with standing in front of congregations to read and say prayers.

· It would be beneficial if you had some experience of the services of Claines Church and understood how things worked in the chancel end! (So a Choir/MUGgle/Junior Singer, or a server, or a regular Pub Club/Sunday School attendee.)
· You will need to understand the background and importance of the role and that you will be very much “on show” as an ambassador for Claines Church.

· Your friends might think it all a bit funny but you should be confident to explain to them what it is about and not be worried if you are photographed in your full robes.

· You should be able to explain, as part of the selection process, why you want to be a Junior Bishop and what your understanding of the role is.

Selection Process

This is the first time Claines has had a Junior Bishop, open to both Boys and Girls. So there may be several applicants. The Vicar and Churchwardens will have to decide on a process for selecting the Junior Bishop. You may be asked to do the following as part of an “audition”

· Read a short lesson or prayer

· Explain your understanding of the role

· Explain why you want to be the Junior Bishop

They may also take into account the relative age of the applicants and the potential for applicants to also be considered in future years.

What would I have to do?
You would need to attend church very regularly from 6th December to the 28th December. We would ask you to read or lead a prayer at most services. In addition there would be some possible sick visiting with the clergy and some readings or prayers at the Claines School Carol Service. There is also a special “Bishops Carol Service “at Morton House Care home which you would lead.
On Christmas day many of the previous Boy Bishops have preached!

You would be given help and support for all of these things.

Finally there may be some publicity to the new post of “Junior Bishop” and it would be helpful if you didn’t mind your name and photograph being used by the press.

An example programme of duties from a previous year is shown below.
Example Programme of Duties

	Date
	Time
	Duty
	Reading

	6th
	11.00am
	Installation of Junior Bishop
	

	
	 6.30pm
	Reading 1st lesson   
	Isaiah 40: 1 - 11

	13th 
	11.00am
	Reading
	tba

	  
	6.30pm
	Reading 2nd lesson
	 Luke 1: 57 – 66

	14th 
	  7.00pm
	Claines School Carol Service    Prayer
	

	20th   
	11.00am
	Posada Service   (Blessing the crib)
	Gospel Reading: Luke 1: 39 - 45

	
	  6.30pm
	Carol Service   Reading
	

	23rd 
	  2.00pm
	Morton House   
	Boy Bishop’s Service

	24th 
	  4.00pm
	Christingle         Reading   tba
	

	25th 
	10.30am
	Reading the Gospel

Sermon
	Luke 2: 1 - 14

	27th 
	11.00am
	Final Sunday
	Read the Gospel         John 21: 19b – end

And Blessing

	
	  6.30pm          
	Sung Compline   followed by reception
	


What else happens?

Robes: The Junior Bishop has a Cope (cloak), alb (white cassock), mitre (hat), stole (scarf), crozier (crook), cross and a ring.

The Mitre is worn only for processions in and out of church, blessings and prayers.

The crozier is carried for processions (with the open bit away from you!). When saying prayers or blessings the chaplain can hold it for you. The robes will be laid out on the small altar of the Catherine Chapel when not in use.

Seat. Once the Junior Bishop has been selected and “installed” their seat will be the priest’s seat opposite where the vicar sits now. The crozier sits in the bracket on the pillar (Where it stays all year). Occasionally the Junior Bishop may need to sit in the large seat to the left of the altar.

Processing. When the choir processes, in and out, the Junior Bishop will be at the back with the Vicar (as the most important person!)

Prayers. There is a range of numbered prayers available to the Junior Bishop. You will need to practice all of them; some may be needed at short notice. The Junior Bishop will say the opening and closing vestry prayers that the leader of the service usually says.
Chaplain. The Junior Bishop usually has a Chaplain, who is your assistant, and if necessary, your deputy. They will hopefully be at all your services and will help robe you and look after your crozier.

How do I apply?

Please discuss this first with your parents or guardian. If you are interested or would like any further information then please contact either the Vicar;

Stephen Agnew email: revsmagnew@yahoo.com

 Telephone 01905 754772

Or 

Geoff Sansome email: admin@clainesfriends.org.uk 

Telephone 01905 754561
Once you have expressed an interest in becoming Junior Bishop you will be asked to complete a short form which asks for details of yourself and also invites you to tell us why you would like to be Junior Bishop of Claines.

This form should be returned to the Vicar or Geoff Sansome by 6th November 2011.

The selection process will be conducted within 2 weeks of this date.

Training for the post will take place in the week commencing 20th November 2011.
Thank you for considering this!
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A Brief History of Boy Bishops and how this links to the Claines Junior Bishop

One of the most popular and widespread customs of the Church in the middle ages. The Boy Bishop takes office on the feast of St Nicholas (December 6th), the patron Saint of Children and his authority lasts until Holy Innocents Day (December 28th).

Choirboys were reckoned as special friends of St Nicholas, his festival marking a season of games and jollity. In the early days of Christian church certain days were set apart as special festivals. Holy Innocents day was assigned to the boys and a boy, chosen by his fellows solemnly functioned as Bishop, supported by other boys as his clergy.

Boy Bishops were elected over six/seven centuries up to the reign of Mary Tudor, although the custom had been forbidden by Henry VIIIth in 1542. The main idea of the election was to impress upon the children the honour and dignity of the Priesthood, the Boy Bishop being held in deep veneration by both adults and children. So sacred was the office that if a boy bishop died during his tenure he was buried in pomp and circumstance in vestments, and a monument erected to his memory, together with his Episcopal effigy. 

Boy Bishop tombs are to be found in Salisbury Cathedral; Bishopstone Church, Sussex; West Wittering Church, Cambs. The tradition was widespread in Parish Churches.

In 1299 King Edward 1st allowed a Boy Bishop to say Vespers before him in his chapel at Heaton, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, on the day after his election to the office.

The custom was very popular and was not easy to suppress, some years after Henry’s ban it was revived by Queen Mary.

One tradition was that “all the children shall every Childermas (Innocents day) shall come to Church and heare the chylde bishop sermon and after be at High Mass and each of them offer 1d to the Chylde Bishop”.

The tradition in Claines was re-established by Revd. Peter Pollock in 1971. This continued and was developed by Revd. Peter Wedgwood, extending the boys duties to include Claines School and Alice Ottley Carol Services, a pilgrimage to Shrewsbury Abbey, home sick communions and a strenuous duty list of readings and prayers with a sermon on Holy Innocents Day. The tradition was continued by Revd. Alan Brooksbank after the death of Revd. P.J Wedgwood, with a scaled down duty list.
The Claines Junior Bishop has an alb, cope, mitre and stoles made by various congregation members over the years. They wear a cross and ring and carry the Claines Crosier (A medieval silver Crosier head, found during renovations in the Mug House at Claines in the 1940’s and presented to the then Bishop of Worcester), on loan from the Lord Bishop. Karl Harris (12th Boy Bishop 1982) died in 1984 and is remembered by a special prayer or visit to his graveside at Claines by the reigning Junior Bishop.
Canon Peter Pollock installed the 27th Boy Bishop of Claines in 1997, 26 years after re-establishing the tradition. The tradition has been carried on and developed under the current Vicar, Revd Stephen Agnew.
In 2011 the Parochial Church Council decided that the post should be known as the Claines Junior Bishop. This was to provide an opportunity for both boys and girls of the church to apply for and be considered for the role. This is in line with several Churches around the world who now have “Nicholas Youth Bishops”. You can find futher details about Claines Junior Bishops at: http://www.clainesfriends.org.uk/Bishops.html or more information on similar traditions around the world at: http://www.stnicholascenter.org/pages/home/ .
The Junior Bishop’s Robes on display
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